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ERTRTR KRTIER 
To the worſhipful - | 


and truly worthy Patriot 
of his Family and Country, 


' WILLAM PITT 
of Hartly-Weſtpel 
in Hampſhire- , Eq; 


RobertT urner of Holſhot, 
wiſheth Felicity. 


Honoured Sir, 

| Sz2Epius memini 
SD ipſe perpendi : 
| SEX> 1 have often 
involved in my Minde 
: A3 the 


__ TheFEpiſtle 
the Worhinf of thes © 
Famous, AusoONtan 
Princes in their pro- | 


motion of ARTS and S 
LEARNING, by | 
their Favoarable A ſc | - 
PET 2 in (andidly AC- | 
ceþ ing. the Dedications | K 
bf venerally all "AU-| / 
+HO RS and STU | It 
DE NTS # Liberal! ”: 
SCIENCES. which | 74 
ts ww ſmall Enconrage-| , 
ment mnto them. Sel-| 7 
doe to we ſee thes q 


7 


Dec catory "ag 


- | butt it 1s direfled,, Ali- 
1 > quo fereniſsimo Prinapi, 

| hd thu, Sir, Thope, 
.. | will -be, a ſufficient \Ad> 
's | Yocate for Me," to pres 
L | ſent thu ſmall Piece 40 
| you VF Vorthy Patro- 
al | nage- ; and Þ am encou- 
-þ| raged thereunto, through 
2. | my ſenſibility Genes 
[- | roſitatis , Benignitanſ- 


we A4 You 
ol % 


The Epiſtle 

** You remain the ſtanding- 
Pillar of your Noble, 
Family, and the Ho- 


our of your Country ; 


for which you have your | 


Netrghbours Prayers and | 


Praiſes : and for my 

art, my Mite ſmall : 
= 121tur- mez, - in 
te; habeas qualemcun- 
que-ſit gratitudinis ,  & 
oblervantiz.. Teſtimoni- 


tr, The tu a Piece © 


of Hermerical Philoſo- 
WIN phy, 


S—m—_—  -- —— 0, 


CS. SR. --- nb... 


—  I—_, «a Wy 


| 
| 
| 
| 


-Dedicatory. 
phy, which is well ſeaſoned 
with Salt, and I doubt 
not will at leaſt help you 
away with the tediouſneſs 
of ſome. vacant Hours : 
tis a Tranſlation ; and 
if I have erred in Gram- 
mar, I ſubmit to your 
(cenſure : beſeeching 
the eA L L - Eternal to 
endow you. and yoars 
with all Felicity, inter- 
nal, external, and e- 
ternal , for which 
I am your dayly Ora- 

tor. 


" The Epiſtle, vc. 
tor, 4s 1 am. Reve- 
ia, 


22 Decemb, 
1656, 


moſt humble 


Servant, 


Robert T urner. 


NRNEBTF TRTRTI3 


To 


bebo $drhs hodots 


PO Cr 


To the Reader, 


Whoſe Studies are 
ſeaſoned with Salt. 


K's Y SHEN che rude 
WA dark Chaos, and 

9/0 VY >> indigetis moles, 
Wy Wen: in darkneſs, 
and rowling amoneſt the 


undivided waters ; "whan 
the Spirit of the Great E- 
ternal Elohim, moved a- 


bove 


'To the Reader. 
bove the Face thereof , it 
ſeemed good to his Great 
creating power , tomakea 
Witneſs of his Glorious 
Majeſly , by tramung the 
ſpatious Univerſe : then 
did he pronounce a frat 
Lux, Let there be Light : 
andno ſooner was his will 
| declared , but Light 1im- 
mediately , like a ready 
ſwitt-wing'd Herald, loon 
proclaim'd his Embaſlage 
co the as-yet unſeparated 
Fire, Air, Earth and Wa- 


ler e 


Wy , nw Aw yam Fo ou 


 @©BD 


To the Reader. 
ter: and they, as dutiful 


. Subjects, yield ready O-/ 


bedience to his Glorious 


\ Commands ; and Light: 


ſpeedily antzzles up dark- 
neſs, and preſents the:Cre- 


' ator witha new baptized 
| morning. 


His facred Power-far- 


| ther intending to manifeſt 


his Glory , commands a 
drvorce between the Earth 


| and Water; and as a 
mighty Monarch doth his 


pwquejed Enemy,” or 


ſtub- 


Tothe Reader. 
ſtubborn Rebel : | {o he 
with Rn ; makes 
that terrible, boundleſs,fa- 
thomleſsElement,the Sea, 
become his Priſoner ; and 
confines her ſwelling waves 
to their bounds and bor- 


ders;bamifhing them from © | 


one endof the World'to 
the other, to run up and 


down in an unſettled mo- | 
tion , that though her bri- 
niſh Mountains fwellne= 


verſo high , yet ſyrcher 
then his great F 3 per Nuts, 
they 


_ KC  _ MM A \ "mw 


To the Reader. 
they never dare approach, 
Then after he had van- 


quiſhed this. terrible: (x0 
poor-mortals apprehenfi- 


 on)adverlary,he ſoon be- 


ſpreads the Earth with 8 
green robe, embroyderd 


' with ſuch variety of glo- 
| riousflawers,as the groat- 


eſt Potentate on the earth, 
withall-lis Glory , could 
neverattain to the hike ar- 
ray. Moreover, did-his 
retwgent - Majeſky-::yot 
turther 5% luftrace the 


beams 


TotheReuader. 
beams of his Ow might 
in bedecking the beſpan- 
gled azure skies with thoſe 
' powerful Creatures the 
Sun, eMoon, and Stars, 


which he ſet for ttmes and 


ſeaſons, days, months and 
yeers ; andto divide be- 
twixt day and night : to'0- 
mit the ready obedience, 
the Sea, Air, and Earth 


yielded, inbringing forth 


fiſhes, birds and beaſts, 
immeditely-at his com- 


mand. Whither now doth, 


my 


| 


To the Reader- 


my wardring Muſe foat'E 
What roy: al Piaget as 
princely Guelt>,.» 
now; be banerys = this 
elorigus Entettaininent 
Noe the Mighty Avgels 

_ thatexcelinſtrength; but 
| thegreatDeity,cal d aurir 
une Council, command- 
| ed che Harthalſoto bring 
| forthan Epitomy| of: all us 


gem = 


| voluminous works,tha Ma- 


nual of his glory, Mans 
| naked puling (,reature , 


| born without Sword of x 
a Shield 


— _ —- — we ith 


To the Reader. 
Shield-;.” yet into tus Soul 


Him liefls | lower then the 
Angels, made him Com- 


20' view the Stars, and. 
learn to know their power- | 
ful influence upon the in- 
feriour World.':: 2: 


| loſopher, he who 1s a true / 


A CON- 
+ 3 = 


crown dhim glory, made 


mander of Earths Em- 
pire, gave lum an os ſubli- 
me; 'alofty countenance, | 


) 


þ- 


did the A/L-eternal breath » 
the Image of Himſelf, 


4 
QC 
d 
1 
O! 
IT 
IT: 


Y 


- Now doth the wi/e-Phi- | fu 


( 
k 


Tothe Reader. 
contemplator of the. di- 
z » vine Wildomby a three- 
, | fold operation, and three- 
' fold matter, - make his cre- 

ation,and erect the fabrick 
of his world, with his Salt, 
- Sulphur, and e Mercury. 
- The Mercury & Sulphur 

| of the Philoſophers, has 
much been written on 


-| more then needs: talkd 


; on; but the thirdand chief 
| principle, wasas yet un- 
i- | ſupplied. N 
44 Reader, it is fully 

az au- 


— EY Ws _ ——— woes LC, nant 


To Sentiabl, 


diſcuſſed; and to the thtel- | 
Us yeht and deſerving, will | 
eat revealed Secrer: 
ce "yl Fools, erackd 
FUES 
wh! Meiners 
baſtards,” © frame "the 
Pome, 8 Mor thevhannal, 
att defatt the Glorious | 


Image of the Alt | t | 
_ Sdtnefeckto flltheinh- | - 
td Gulf" ef their tf! | 4 


thond'd wwills;in _—_— 
ſure : Another 


ni6dht ti Piper er 


 TotheReader- 


d of of ſuggring iran t9 
; ABER HM v, A, 
b- Sas Rather: 


: | ic Lan, adlbp 
| wrackg.. with..cov 

p dunglul-paſipus... The 
YC ations gf all theſeqve wa 
= | 2 whis.tipftured 1 

Y uno Sal, the, Cho 
1s.4 ' \ 

pl - 7 has 
| hanger 
i Study: ſeems ,09dieulors , 


of becauſe ther unſgaſoned 


a 3 brains 


To theReader. 
brains 'crinet apprehend 
the great myſtery thereof : 
to thera | will not beſtow 
time co ſay a word. ; nor 
here tell you the Vertues 


of Salt:yet you ſee our na- | 


tural yulger common Salt 
will preſerve dead fleſh 
from putrefaction: What 
then will the :rue-prepard 


Philoſophical Sa/tdo?ltis | 
not meet to tell you here , | 


l 


| 


bur if you are worthy of | 


it,the Book will and Pa. 
racelſu told you ready. 
" = 


ly 


| mention. nA le of eaVEng, 
s | earth, foul, (partts.; Or Hg: 
Kenn, $f, HWEOt 


ayihgs 
s | from Ki wie; ſpoken 
| with alldue and holy IE-; 
+ | verencgtoithe divine Ma- 
| jeſty; of whoſe glorious 
| Petributes,the true Phito- 


d | —_— fy 


” _— — [I - _—— 


a + ſo- 


TothcReader,' 
ſ6pHers nll: Alfologers 
+14 tender? A5 TL fa 


cyl obii' Gn be :yetthisÞ 
dong ood- 0 + 


beihg” _—_— a 


br 
4, 


wich? Bl RA 
beacons Ly 


Get "of "ls 3 I Allie 
Reader, : ie yn ian 


his. Stithettd Pero wire q | 


baven®* With whithde 
I condlude'; ONTO 


32 Dar S0V £1909 
3656, | 


re 


—— n—_—_ OO on. 7 _ 
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ASST 


"I the Read, 


Th _ Trent Sus dh 
Wore richonre precious thewt: My 


(GolH «+ 
He the par,” which who Anh wy 
(tre 
76 healch Welch will him fafht lead:;\ 
Sit eaſonin all thing Light oor 
iverlal'S; bike s G0 ag 
Yor ppy Souls ,whof fiſt eſe wnderſigad 1. nM 
ec true P hiloſop yo pure Rnd good, © 
Ard free © from errors, that none need to _ .. 
(donbr, . 
If thor Were. in thewss thys would bring = 
out, 
By Tranſmuration may be brought to paſs, 
The conrſer Metals be they Copper,Braſs, 
Irpn, Lead, Tin, to purer, (this i; high) 
But "tis not al t's done by Chymitiry : . 


| For theElixir, (which renews onr youth, 


A age rerards;if Spagyricks ſay truth) 
1s 


Ls thereby gots if vhele e done, 
Lets MT Lg OY 
Th' effeminate French or Aurhor bat 


(turn'd well, 
To manly Engliſh ; a#d ;heLavin Spell 
Is made ſo eafie; tharnonie need to fear 
To underſtand th* Enigme's writing there, 
The ys e Merchants = their hoped gang 
To both the $1520. Tucky,. Tag ani 

| bo x 
Nay all the worldy for. Gold, #94, Dro 4 a. 


Now here, nowthere 5 but better fey at 
ST: OE, 
7288 


For healch and wealrh; i ; bixe if 1 t 
They fnde thew bil Hewes 


We 
$4 


LES | 4.333 » H&E} 
25Xbris, + Indrvns baſal: 


ee #10 ak Fry Of #/RGjADIG. 
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Tohis ingenious Friend,.. -- - 
Mr:- ROBERT: TURNER, 

on this his laborious 'and <> 

_difficult Tranſlation. 


pelt not (Sir) that Iſhonld amply treat 
Of th Diſcourſe, (that coſt you pains 
| (on \weat) 
Nor hope for et, from my more dn er pen, 
. T, urSH, ſhowls UrgIs'y to Engliſhmep, 
The ſablime ſecrets of your Chymuck-$kill 
Moy projper better from your learnedquill, 
Ay tancy's raw, wy brain no: endu'4 
With Art enoyg » to talk of humours crude, 
Nor yet of th? Foilephie, or the Zour, 
Conſumption, Afthma's,or the rabble-rout 
Of Phyfck:Terms : Iſtudy other things : 
Ergo,[ll leave theſe unto Chymiſt-Kivgs, 
Theſe high-born F ancies do appear to me, 
Like great Sir Urquhart's Genealogy. 
, | Nor dare I without Sendivogius Torch, 
\-%.| Approximate you neerer then the Porch ; # 


- 


i= 


| 
| 


To | 
» 6 


"BED ſhould be gaz'd Rn 
7p Zhi tha have. Ts ea: 


FY a: man oft feels heat, 52 der we of 
Sol (wnckil'd)this learned Work admire, 
= rr 'd Phyftrtans; who Jeers bahſunse 
; 4 Bro Medicine for theRhenme, 


" hy thigh rhengefyes; to be at 
(reſt, 


They dare not it on jt probamum eſt) 
My learn by this (cold they but finde the 


cauſe) 
Fei See by: +; Chymi s Law Hh 
" ingenious Operator d oubt 


falling whar' ere hq goes about; 
UE darn mh thas SES. 
( Once. underſteod Io; vl Jory MY Wen 4 a 
There i 4 Secret his 


F or here is tas Ts Ws nod 


For which the Learyid oft hfbs bis 


And oe! nolght ' But labouy' or {09s 
'.. , (pains 

If meen would ears thy quicker way # her 
In mike p deal; in learsd utver's | 
| (Ware. 

y 0, Gadbury ? bile: 


| 


| of 


tndre tbe hes 
CE TIE | 


| 7s the" learned R. IT. 


onthe" following Tra@. 


Wi. rare Diſcovery 4 what 
= UIgvE 6 bv 


Shines $0-246- by thy Metamorphoſes 2 
That doth: ere aw Art to [imple man, 


_— Gvil and Natare: 3 by nhich Art 


(be can 

O al difeaſes Enow the perfeet ground , 
And Te mperfeftors » whole and 

( ſound. 


he, therefore; 5 learned Freend , for 


(this our gain, 


rey {he ymg-4 of thy polrſts d 


(daft 
His 


A A 
——_ | 


V's 4 exi#-4 aelL gs 44% We __ 2.44.54 Tm Gat 


Of dark oblivion,and then tranſttute 
HusFor veſture to an Engliſh ſute. 
Thus thou haſt chang'd the language 
| (ze retheleſ, 
The ſenſe remains, though 1n another 
ST ITN | areſs. 
This thou haſt gais'dhereby ;, the world 
will ſee, 
Thou art a friend to dame Philoſophy : 
And for the labor thou haſt andergone, 
Tocloath this Infant tn our Albion, 
Succeeding times ſhall praiſe what thou 
(haſt writ, 


And future Readers own to thee their 


(wit, 

Mean time, if Loilus ſay , thy per did 
(halt, 

Conclude , his brain's not ſeaſon'd with 
(our Salt, 


Your humble 
Servant , 


Owen Crane. 
The 
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Of the univerſal Soul of 
Spirit of the World. 
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BOOK 1. 


CHaAP, I. 


| 


That the World [ fue $5 and 1s fl id [of life. 


on the Spiric of the World, ſhall 

firſt demonſtrace, Tharrte Ont- 
verſeis full of Life and Son! ; and here 
Te: Blk: B be- 


P'orac: ro comment ſomething 


befides,ThatNature makes norhing Spiri- 
rnous,bur it alſo indues ic withLite ; and 
That the World confilts in cominna] 
and refileſs alterations of forms ; which 
cannot be wirhour vital motiov. We 
may alſo rake notice, Thar che ſame Na- 
ure , like a careful as well as a frunrful 
Mother , embraces and nouriſherh the 
whole World, by diſtribucing co each 
member a ſuſficienc pottionof Life : ſo 
thar nothing occars in rhe whole Uni- 
verſe , which ſhe deſires noteo inform ; 
being never idle, bur alwayes incenc 
opon her ation, which is Vivificati- 
On. | 
This vaſt Body then , is indned with 
morion, yea, conrinually agirared there- 
wich;and this motion cannot be wrought 
w:chour ſome viral Spirit : for whatſo- 
ever wants Life, is immoveable, But 
here I mean nor of violent morton from 
place to place , bur of chat , which in 
reference to a form, 1« privation., to per- 
. feftion , imperfetion, The vegeta- 
tion of Plants, and concretion of Srones, 
are <ffeted by the motion of this upi- | 
verlal Spirir', aeirativg this great Mals, 
and the mediation of a certain —_— 
an 


and nutricive Spirit, whoſe origine or 
principle, like ſome primary ing 
cavle,reſfides in the Centre of the Earth, 

and thence,,. as from the hearr , exerts 
all vical fan&ions , and extends ir ſelf 
through the whole Body, And this 
roqr or principle is included in the bo- 
ſome of the ancient Demegorgon ,. that 
univerſal Parent z whom, old Poets, 
thoſe diligent Searchers of Natures Se= 
crers,have fogeniouſly deſcribedgclothed 
in agrechi Cloak, . obduced with ruſt 5 


and covered with thick darkneſs ; feed: 


ine all kindes of  Anitnals , into whoſe - 
belly , the vertnes of the Celeſtial Lu- 
minaries , continually-deſcend ; pene- 
trating the very bowels of the Earth, 

and imprzgnanting it Wich all kindes of 
Creatures ; where the elementary qua- 
liries and powers offer their ſervices to 
this old Parent, asto the Producer and . 
Diſtriburer of all rhings ; who continu- 
ally occuples /liaſtz4,in d iſpenſing of ſpe- 
cifical forms 5 and Archers, in exciting 
vital hear : which 1/ja$?us and Archens, 


are as ir were two, Inftrumencs, whereby 
he informs , conſerves and augments all 
thipgs, | / "2 


By 


Here 


A te RACE Roc Aa dead date, 


[4] 

Here note, That by /h;aſtus we mean 
a ceneral Steward that affords 
matter forall generation ; and by 


Archeas, natural or radical heart, 
which digeſts chis matter,and atts 


upon It, 


This Demogorgonthenis he; by whom, 
2s by his Inftroment, God produces all 
things in and under Heaven: ſo that he 
conaining his 1/iaft«- and Archews, does 
with ſingular providence , unknown to 
vulgar Philoſophers , and therefore 
masked under rhe ſupplement of occulc 
cauſes, form and generare, then nouriſh 
and preſerve all things ; exerciſing the 
office of a good Howſholder or Steward, 
who hath his Cellar in the bowels of 
the Earth , and thence draws Life and 
vigour for his Family, The Earth chere- 
fore, which 1: the Receptacle of Celeſti- 
al Influences and Vertnes, contains in 
it the Fountain of this vital Spirir, from 
whole Rivulers, Animals, Minerals, and 
Vegetables, derive Life ; which com- 
municares tothem., ſenſe, eſſence, and 
vegeratiop, as it findes their matter diſ- 
poſed 


| 


poſed for motion : and hence ſuch 
things as are -compounded of a more *. 
ducible Maſs, and fir for ſuch moti- 
on, become ſenſitive and vegetable, 
and able to generate things like them- 
ſelves, becauſe they are indued with 
Life: for Plants, and the like , whoſe 
Spirics axe not cohibired in too craſs and 
hard matter , encreaſe and-mulriply ; 


_ erenerating things like themſelves by 
| ſeed and plantation ; bur not like Anj- 


ma's, but Minerals , whoſe Life is nei- 


ther ſenſitive nor vegetive, bat onely 


eſſential , becauſe their compoſition be- 
ing too hard and groſs, too firaightly 
captivares their Spirir, that chey cannor 
produce any thing like themlelyes, un- 
leſs they be firſt purged from their groſs 
impurity, and reduced cothe ſubrilty of 
their fitſt marter : abour which, Aure- 
lizs Augurellus, rhat excellence Pocr and 
Philoſopher, writes thus, ' Lib. 1. Chry- 


ſop. 


Hec inter variant , que ec primardia verum 
Exlant, queg, f ui vitali (orte negants”.. 

#4! media quecung, (edent tel{ure mutella 
Qui7, latcut miro zrati fulgore lanilly, 
Nulls namg, genus ooulemve anrcr putantur 
B 3 Se- 


[6] 

$emine 3 ſed cunttos evi torpere per annss; 
®  FVeiumbec ip/a etiam ſcorets vivere quivis 

-  Sextiat & vite divine munere fungi : 
Hec & oriri eadem ſt comtemplabuur et fi 
Angeri ex ſeſe penieus increſcere cernet, 
Vt mox e rarim patefalFis noſſe licebit. (tynt 
Nuod:fs nor ſabolem educunt, noncetere vey- 
1n.ſemet, cauſa eft, quod multa ſpiritus illic 
Materie abſtruſus,uitam qui porrigit amnem, 
Explicat egreex ſe vives im wurvida promat : 
'Has bominum virtus denſa ſub mole latentes, 


But thoſe that neither Life enjoynor yet 
Firſt matter are,but in the Earth do fit, 
As Metals rich,and Stones that precious be, 
Differ from theſe : for no off-ſpring we ſee 
They generate, nor kinde augment, but lie 
Refting themſelves :yet he that ſhall eſpie 
Their ſecret aft, and with hnuſelf compute 
Their augmentation, cannot ſure conclude, 
That tare quite veid of life; for thowgh they 
Noo off- (pring generate, nor turn into (do 
Themſelus,nor other thin gs;yet life they have 
Which # fo chained in the cloſer cave 

Of their denſe ſolid matter,that they can't 
Exert ſuch att-ions as a brute or Plavit. 

Ter if mans thill do quit them of theſe bonds, 
Their vertwe *s ſuch, as will make them a- 

45 (mends, 


For 
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For when'thele Minerals are pure , 
chey will by their ſpectfical formgchongh 
not generate fomerhing like themſelves, 
yet. work ſuch an alceration and per- 
feion in things like themſelves, that 
they ſhall equalize che Philoſophical E- 
lIixir, whoſe divine vertnes, wiſe-men 
ſo much admire , fools ſo much icon- 
temn, becanſe their blinde' eyes -cafts 
not penetrate 'to the Centre of vhts 
Myſtery, © © 

If therefore Animals, Minerals and 
Vegetables,which confiicuce the greateſt 
part of this viſible World,befull of Life; 
what Reaſon have we ro think, Thar the 
whole is more imperfe& then part 
rhereof ? - But ler us {ink further into 
Sublunaries : if che Celettial Bodies 
oive Life to the Inferious , they muſt 
certainly and neceſſarily be en/ivened 
by the Univerſal Spitic : for nothing can 
give that it hath nt : of which ler us hear 
Amnrurellus. 


Hoc etenim quicquid diffwnditur undig;{eli, 
Aecragg & Terras, & lati marmoris aquy< , 
Intms ag} referunt anima * qua viuere mund: 
(natta pitant ipſumg, hm muadum ducere 


Uitam. B 4 : All 


[8] 


"All that's contain d under Heavens Canepy, 
Both firegair,earth, & eke the bonndleft ſea, 


Are mov'd,they ſay,by a moſt ample Spirit, 
That th'world exlivens,& allthat it inherit. 


Bur natural motion is alwayes con- 
joyned with Life , how then can chat 
produce Life and motion in another, 
that hath them nor in ic ſelf > Motion 
never forſakes that which hath Life; and 
that which eicher moves, or is moved 
alwayes, cannot want-Life : The Soul 
of rhe Univerſe movine ir ſelf ſpontane- 
ouſly, is the fountain and original of all 
corporal motion ; for the moſ ſubtile 
part of this Mundane Sonl, ſoaring high, 
and inhabicing the Heavens , is consi- 


nually wheeled about wich the Celeſtial | 


Bodies, which it ſelf circcumduces with 
irs proper and continual motion : and 
for this Reaſon, the ſuperiour Bodies 
are more lively and perfe& then the in- 
feriours, becauſe they are continnally 
moved orbicularly ; and that which is 
moved continually , maſt needs be im- 
mortal, And thus ir appears, that the 
whole World is full of Life ; and, thac 

EY the 


SM  . 
the Life of every ſpecies and individnal 


is bur a participation of this Univerſal 
Life of the World, which alope may be 


' properly called an Animal , in whoſe 


corporal Elements, the ſeeds of all vi- 
fible and corporal thing are hidden and 
included: for weſee many Plants grow 
withour precedent ſeeds, and many A- 
nimals produced withont copulation of 
Male with Female. The viſible ſeed of 
Plants lies io their Grains ; of Animals, 
in their Genicors : Merals alſo have 
their ſeed , burſuch as is nor viſible bur 


| by crue Philoſophers , who know how 


with great. induſtry to extract it from 
its proper ſubjet, And unleſs there. 
be a cerrain procreative faculty 1n the 


_ Elements, wherein Generation is po- 


rencially included , many Herbs would 
ſcarce germinate on. the Earth , mach 
leſs on high Walls where no ſeed was 
ever ſown, nor Hetb planted; neither 
would ſo many kindes of Animals be 
cenetared in the Earth or Water with- 
out copulation of Sexes, as there are, 
which do by copulation afrerwards, 
p=rpernate their ſpecies, thongh them- 
ſelves were not generated by the com- 
mixion 


| 


| [10] 
 mixtion of any Parents ; as we ſec in 
Snakes generated of Mud ; and Flies, 
and other lirtle Animals,of Excremenes, 
Again, How do Oyſters , Sea-Spunges, 
and other Aquatical Creatures live , 
which rather meric che name of Plant- 
animals, then of Fiſhes ? Theſe do not 
ſo much live by any particular Life 
proper ro themſelves, as by that U- 
niverſal one, general and common to 
all ; which is more vigorons in ſub- 
tile Bodies, as more neer ro it, then in 
orofler ones, which are more remote 
from it, 

The World then, created wholly 
oood, by him that is Goodneſs it elf, 
15 not corporal ſolely , bur participates 
of ſpiricualiry and intelligence : ( for 5: 
z5 fullof all manner of forms :) and, as 1 
{aid before, hzrh neither parc nor mem- 
ber, bur char 's vical z and therefore 
wilſe-men have called it a Maſculine and 
Feminine , or, Hermaphroditical Ani- 
mal , one parr holding a certain Marcie 
monial Alligation with another, And 
hence, by a certain Tranſlation, ariſes 


che diverfry of Sexes in Plants and Ant- 


mais; which,in imitation of the World, 
C0- 


fx] 
copuliceroger ER and generare a third 


like themſelves. : for the World pro- 
duces an infivity of little Worlds; for 
every Body inthe World that is gene- 
rated; is a Microcoſm , havivg ditin&t 
parts,verrues, and qualicies belonging to 
alictle World, So that every thing hath 
an inclination to generare a thing like 
it ſelf ; by the riche orderivg of Aion 
and Paſſion; which could not be, if all 
things were not full of Life : for whar 
Genernion can praceed from a dead 
ſubje&,' ſeeing it 1s neicher probable 
nor poſſible , that that can-communi- 
care fe co another, chat wanrs Life ic 
ſelf Þ- 

We os indeed ſometimes,many things 
are geverated without the conprels of 
Male and Female, yez, wittour the pro- 
duRion of either, wheceinto the Uni- 
verſa] Spirit infuſes I. + by means of 
Fomencarion , as many by Artificewho 
exclude Egos and Chickins withou: rhe 
fitting of a Hen: and others, who by 
preparing cerrair matters , and purrefy- 
ins them, produce wonderful Animals, 
as the Baſilisk of a Cocks Eoo, or of rhe 
menſttuous matter of a red Hen, Scot pi- 
Ons 


[12] 
ous of the Herb  Beesof Neats 
bowels, a kinde of Ducks of the Leayes 
of a certain Tree falling into the Sea (4) 
with many things of che like Nature, 
that meric admiration rather chen cre- 
dir , becauſe they are made out of the 
ordinary contſe of Nature ; certain 
matters in certain ſeaſons and places 
attraQting Lite from rhe Univerſal Spi- 
rit, wherewith che World ſo abounds, 
thar all its ations are vital : inſomnch, 
that nothing dies, periſhes, or ceaſes 
from aQion,and conſequently from Life, 
bur immediately ſome otber living thing 
reſults our of it : and upon this account, 
no Body periſhes , or is totally annihj- 
lared : for if it ſhould, all rhe parts of 
the World would by lictle and liccle 
vaniſh one afrer another before onr 
eyes; eſpecially, conſidering how many 
mutacions and Ages have gone before 
us ; infomuch , thar he that perpends, 
might admire that there are any reliques 
left in Nature at this rime : which a 
French Poet, and no little converſant in 
this ſecret Philoſophy , hints atto his 
Friend, thus : 

V-ftre 


aw 
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Poſtre aſpeft inegal qui mea fortune change 

Ef comme le ſoliel,contraire en ſes effetts 

Qui amollit la cire, & indurcit la fange 

Et fait des corps nowveanux de ceux qu'il a defaitts, 


Your aſþeft in my fortunes changes ſways y 
As Phabus in ks: effeits,whoſe b: ight rays 
Waxes do mollifie, but harden Clajes, 
Hnd from corruption do ſound bodies raiſes 


| (a) Our Author ſeeins hete-to em- 
brace the vulgar Opinion of the Ge- 
neration of the Northern Ducks, which 
the Scots call Claikss, Claiks, or ( laik- 
geeſe ; and the Engliſh, Bernacles: which 
many other Writers {ay are generated of 
the Nurs of a certain Matiumous Tree 
falling inro the prolifical Sea,or of ſome 
Shells adhering to putrid pieces of Ships: 
which thing the learned Lobellizzs makes 
mention of (in Adverſ, Stirp. pag, 456.) 
where firſt he ſeems to aflent ro.8 after- 
wards to doubt of, and laſt ro conclude, 
That Fabixs Columne bad juſtly refuted 
this Opinion, Lobelkwus in the ſecond parr 
cf his Work,pag,259. deſcribes the fi- 
cure of this Duck or Gooſezas alſo of the 
Tree 


_ 

Tree and Shells. Magme alſo 
mentions this Kinde of Ducks,” Lib. 19, 
Hift, Sextent, 6ap.9.) Bur Carobu ( tu- 
ſus ſeems ro ave explained the gene- 
. ration of them tnore rationally,Canttario 
Exoticorum , pag.368, where he ſayes, 
That the Hollanders ſayling rowards 


Waygate, ſaw ſome of theſe Ducks fitting | 


upontheir Eggs, Fabins Columna repeats 
his words: but ff Hyſſes eAldronaldie, Lib. 
19, Antithog. cap-23. rowards the end, 
embraceth the middle ſentence, ſaying, 


He had rather erre with che multicnde; 


then contradia ſo many famous wricers; 
and therefore he ſayes , Theſe Ducks 
may be generated of corruption, -and 
afrerwards multiply by copulation and 
incubation , like Mice and other Ani- 
mals. The generation of -Palmer- 
worms from Plants,may alſobe well re- 
ferred to this place, which, wherher chey 
be generated naturally , or artificially, 
feed onely upon the Herb whereof they 
are generated, or to which they are 
related : as allo the Genezation of 
Carerpillars, and then of Butterflies ; 
which afterwards mulriply their ſpecies 
by copulation, 1 ſaw at Rowe in Henricus 
Corvinys 
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Corvinus, an eximious Apothechary and 
Boraniſt, his Shop, a Bucterflic, which 
chey ſaid was made of the corruption 
of Cypreſs-Leaves ; ſo elegant and great, 
that 1rsWings equalized my little Finger 
in length, and were all over, as it were, 


eyed; whereof,as of the Palmer-Worm, 


you thay read Fabiu: Columna his Ob- 
ſervations, Part 2. Stirp. min (0g. page 
$5. 
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CHAP, 2. 


That the worldybecauſe it lives, 
hath a Spirit, a Soul ana 
a Body. 


He Body of the World lies open 


' to our ſenſes, bur irs Spirit lies | 


hid ; and in the Spirit irs Soul , which 
cannor be united ro irs Body , but by 
the mediation of irs Spirit : for the Body 
is groſs, and the Soul ſubril, far removed 
from all corporal qualities, For the 
nition then of theſe rwo, wemult finde 
ſome third participating of both Na- 
tures, Which mult be as it were a cor- 
poreal Spirit, becauſe rhe exrreams 
cannot be conjoyned without an inrer- 
venient Ligament that hath affinity 
with both, The Heaven we ſee is high, 
the Earth low ; che one pure, the other 
corrupt : How then ſha]l we exalr this 
umpure corruption, and conjoyn it with 
that aRiye pnriry,wichour a mean? God 

we 


> _ 
we know is infinitely pure,. and clean : 
Man exreamly impure, and defiled with 
ſins. Now theſe could never have been 
conjoyned and reconciled , bur by the 
mediation of Chrift Jeſus , God-Man, 
that crue attractive Glue of both Na- 
tures, | In like manner, this Spiric cor- 
poreal , or Body ſpiritual we ipeak of, 
15 the ative Glue of Body and Soul : 
which Soul firs in the Spirit of theWorld, 
as a ſpark from and of God's infinite 


| Intelligence : for theſe effeQive eleva- 
-1ons,renovations,mnrations,variations, 


and multiplications of forms , muſt ne- 
celarily ariſe from incelligence, and 
not from matter which participates of 
no reaſon ; and cherefore cannot cauſe 
ſuch formations and ſpecifications, The 
World then is nouriſhed by this Spirit, 
ard agitated by thisSoul which is infus'd 
into 1t by mediation of this Spirit : 
which Y;rgil, following divine Plato's 
Doarine, expreſſes elegantly, Lb, 6, - 
e/Eneid, 


Principio Calum ac Terras compoſe, liquentes, 
| Lucentemg, Globum Lune, Titaniagg Aſtra ; 
. Spiritus tx alit, totams, infuſa per Artus 
Mens agitat melex & mags ſe corpore miſcet. 
C 


bo 
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The nawriſhment of th' carth yuountains,aud | 

| (sbars 
Of thWheaven,gof planets,& of gliſtring ſtars, 
t#e attribute to th Spirit ; but to th Soul, 
That theſe do move & ſtir without controul, 


. To which Azgureliu allo atteſts in his 
hit Book, ſaying, 


4 Animz queniam mil xon eft corports expers 
Mundus at & mund; partes quogz corpore cenſtant 
Spirirus bac inter medins fit, quem neg, corpus 
Aut Animam dicas, (rd eum qui (ol: utrog; 
Parezcapans in idem ſimul hes extiema reducat 
Bac igitur M234 as Tertas, ig; Aera & Ignem 
FV roereqy angerig; atg; in ſe cunila reſerre 
Semper Aves, ſemper Slirges, Animantia ſempei 
Gignere,perpet uamgz ſequi per ſecula prolemy&c, | 


Bye: ſence a Soul is incorporeal, . 

And all the parts 0* th! world we meet withal 
Hire bhadies z theſe two cannot be combin' d 
Without 4 meas berwixt Body aud Mind 
high is a Spirittwhberewith the raging ſeas, 
Fire,air, earth;all plants & fraitful trees 
With anizals, are atted ; ſo that they 
Dogener ate their bkeyand live for aye, Kc, 


- 
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CHAP, 3» 


That all thizes which have Eſſexce 
and Lifezare made by the Spirit 
of the World, and of the 
fir # Matter, 
ALL things are nouriſhed by the 
: ſame, by which they were pro- 


| duced, Now that all things breathe , 


live,augment and grow by this Mundane 


, Spirir,reſolve and die withour ic,is plain, 
| Whatloever therefore ſublits , 1s made 


by ir: andthis Spiritis nothing elſe buc 
a imple and ſubtile effence, which the 
Philoſophers call a Quinteſfence , be- 
cauſe it may be ſeparaced from grols 
corporety , and the ſuperfinities of the 
four Elements, and ſo made of wonder- 
fol aRiviry in ics operations ; and ir is 
now diffuſed over all the parts of the 
World z and rhrongh ir, the Soul is 
dilared with all ics vertnes'z which 
rernes, are communicared moſt to ſuch 

C 2 Bodies 
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YBodies' as participate molt of this; 


Spirit : for the Soul is infuled by, and 
rranſmitted from ct e ſuperiour Bodies, 


as from the Sun, which a&ts moſt. 


powerfully in this caſe $ for this Spirit 
being calefied by the hear of the Sun, 
acquires abundance of Life z which 
mulriplies and-enlivens the feeds of all 
things, - which thereby encreaſe and 


grow toa dererminate magnitude, ac- | 


cording to the fpecies. and form of 
each thing : upon which-account #:rgi/ 
ſaith , | 


Igncus oft illis vigor & cali (tis origo. 


But fiery vigonr, axd heat celeitial 0 
Are to theſe Bodves their original, 


Now this Spiric is by Philoſophers 
called CMercurins, becaule ir is of many, 
or all forms, producing all kindes of 
Bodies ; viving to ſome things a fairer, 
and more laſting; ro others, a weaker, 
and more corruptible Life , accordivg 


co - the -pre-diſpoſirtion- of the marter : | 


upon which acconne , this'flery ;vigour 
proceeding from the'Solar beams,is not 


alike 


k [21] : 
alike in all ſubjets, i diverſified: as, 
there is more or leſs of it inthe ſeeds $Þ 
All matters of purer pre-diſpoſitions 

have a purer and more durable Life and 
Spirit : for every thing delighting in 


' that that 's likeſt ro it, it is more then 


Reaſon, that this pure Celeftial vigouc 
ſhonld penetrate and ſink deeper 1nto 
purer Bodies , and make them more 
durable an4 vital. For the proof of 
which, we need go no further then 
Gold , which, being purer then all other 
Terfeftrial Bodies, participates more of 
that Celeſtial Fire, which, penetrating 
the bowels of the Earth, findes in Mi- 
rerals the pre-diſpoſed matter (to wit, 
the Mercury and Su!phur,which Eſdras 
calls, The Earth of Gold) prepared by the 
aQtion and diligence of Nature, and 
purged and ſeparated from all inquina- 
tions of Terreſtrial and adult Dregs: 
which matter, in the beginning, 1s onely 
ſome Sperm or Water mix'd with that 
Sperm, Powder or pure Sulphur ;, which, 
a&ed by the coagulative faculty,thickens 


 bylictle and lirtle ; and intime, by long 


and continued aQcion of the. heat, 
hardens, and ſo comes to its perfeRion, 
| C 3 which 


[22] 
” A is naturally fimple , tinted with 
colour of Fire : for hear is the 
Progenitor and Parent of TinAures, 
If therefore it be certain , that this 
heart comes from the Sun, as it muſt 
needs be indubitable, who can ſo much 
conmtradi& Truth and Reaſon, as to 
deny the Sun to be the Author and 
Parent of this perfeQion? Let us then 
look higher , and ſeek more accurately 
how this perfetion may be-cauſed by 
thts mean. 


| 
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How the Sun 4s by Hermes cal- 
led, The Father of the Mun- 
dane Spirit ; and of the 
Univerſal Matter, 


Uc ſome may here ſay, Tf all chings 

proceed from one and the ſame 
matter , how can the Sun be called che 
Parent. of this matter, when it ſelf 1s 
pracreated cr produced out of this 
matter? For anſwer wherennto , we 
muſt confider , That if we ſpeak of the 
primzve prejacent marter of all things, 
t 1s altogether inviſible, and cannot be 
comprehended bur by firong imagi- 
ration ; our of whoſe vital light and 
natural hear, this Celeſtial Sun was 
produced, with equal light and fiery 
vigour : which afterwards, ſtrevgrhening 
this internal and effential heat , with 
natural, diſplayed the beams of his Fire 
oyer the whole Univerſe, illuminating 
C 24 the 
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the Stars above him, and vivifying the | 
*chings below him, But becauſe the 


Earth is, as it were, the common Mo- 
ther of all things, che Sun as moſt 

vigorouſly upon her, ſhe being che com- 

mon Receptacle of all Influences, in 

whoſe bowels the ſeeds of all things 

are abiſconded z which being agitated 

and moved by the Suns heart, come to 

light + and for this cauſe, 1n Winter, 

when the Sun 15 furtheſt abſent from us, 
the Earch being deſtiruted of that vi- 
eorous heat which his perpendicular 
Rayes brouzht with them, ſhe 1s we ſee 
barren, and produces nothing : Where- 
as in the Spring, 'when the Sun again re- 
views our Climate, then ſhe riſes from 
her ſleep or deathy and receives Life and 
vigour, The cauſe of which mutation, 
muſt needs be che Univerſal Spiric ful] 
of Life, inhabiting the Earch principally; 
which, before it can generate any thing, 
mult rake up tts Inn in ſome Body, as 
In the Earth, which is the Body of Bo- 
dies: and becauſe all things are nouriſh 
ed and {ufiained byrhar which produces 
them, there malt be great affinity and 
harmony betwixt this Spirit and the 
A Sun, 


[25] 

San, And for this cauſe ancient Phi- | 
loſophers ſay , - That the Sun-in the 
Spring-time , calefies and enlivens his 
Parent loaden with old age, and almoſt 
killed with Winter-cold. Seeing then 
ſhe is by rhe Sun forctified,enlivened and 


. impregnated , Hermes had realon to ſay, 


That theSun was the Father of this mate 
rer: for being otherwiſe barren, and 
without off-ſpring, ſhe now concelves, 
generates and multiplies her ſpirituous 
matter, leading it from incorporality to 
corporality, 

The Philoſopher Hortulanyus com- 
mentins on Hermes bis Table, leaves 


and omits the radical principles of Na- 


ture ; and taking his rife by the princi- 
ples of Chymiliry by the Sun ,, under-_ 
Rands the Philo'opnhers Gold, which he 
rrnely calls rhe Parent of che Philoſo- 
phers Stone, - For all thar are conyerſant 
in this Arc, learn from Experience aud 
all ood Authors, That the rrue matter 
and fubjeR of this Stone, hath Gold 
and Silver in potency , and Quicklilyer 


naturally : which Gold and $alver are - 
» fnuch better then thoſe men commonly 
eeand handle , becaule theſe arealive, 

and 


[26] 
and can encreaſe , rhe other are dead : 
and if chis could not be effte&ed, the 


matcer would never be brongnt toits | 


perfe&ion , which this Art promiſes ; 
which 'is indeed fo efficacions, as to 
perfe& imperfe& Metals, But this 
jame invifible Gold or Silver, which by 
this Magiſtery is exalred co ſo ſublime a 
degree, cannot communicate 1ts per- 
feQRion to imperfeR Metals, without the 
help and ſervice of vnlgar Gold and 
Silver, Wherefore Alchymiſts alway 
adjoyn the one or the other,and ſo make 
Gold the*Father of the Elixir, 

Bat ſuch as would be further informed 
in this vericy , ſhould diligently evolve 
-oed Authors : for it is not my purpoſe 
_ ro ſpeak more of i © For ic is enough 

for me, to ſhew, that divine Hermes, 
with one and the fame finger, rouches 
both ſtrings, or under one and the ſame 
ſencence locks a twofold meaning ; 
which himſelf declares, when he aflerts, 
That he was called Hermes Triſmegiſim, 
becauſe he poſſefled three parts of che 
Worlds knowledge : for having given 
che Anatomy of this Univerſal Spirir, 
( which is the marerial Author and: 
principle 


| - wn 
principle of all rhe three chief kindes, 
comprehending the whole of rhe world) 


he had artained fo much of knowledee 


and wiſdom , that nothing could lie 
hid from his eyes ; and this principle 
he makes one, So that all things are 
produced from one, by mediation of 
one, and adaptation ro one, This One 
then of which he ſpeaks, 15 that general 
Spirit whereof I creat : and chart One, 
by which he ſayes, Miracles may be 
wrotghr , is chetrue Mineral matter of 
the Stone, whereof we ſpoke even now, 
which ts produced from the firſt general 
matter, or univerſal Spiric , wthe Earth, 
by Nature ; which Spirit potenrally 
containing all Celeſtial vertnes in ic ſelf, 
communicates {o- much to this Mineral 
marter , as isrequiſite for the obtaining 
of tts perfeAion. 

Bur omirting Chymical DoRrines as 
much as we may in this Treatiſe, we . 
ſay, That this general Spirit is a Stone 
or Elfzir compoſed by Namure ; by 
mediation whereof, ſhe works all her 
Miracles 2 which is much more ad- 
mirable chen the Alchymitts Srone , 
which is onely a grant of this univerſal 
Spirit, 


F 


” 


Spirit, that it may a& and perfe& 


things like it ſelf z for being rruely Me+ 
rallica] , purified and complegced by 
Arc , 'it purifies and digeſts Metals lefc 


in cheir impurity for want of digeſtion. 


Buc this Phyſical or natural Stone pers» 
petually reſtores ſuch things as are pro- 
duced by Nature, and hourly pro- 
creates new things,as well in the kindes 
of Animals , as of Vegetables and Mi- 
nerals; which-yer it could not do,with- 
out the help and influence of the 
heavenly Bodies, eſpecially of the Sun, 
which is the origine and principle of all 
faculties and generations. Ic hath chen 
the Sun for its Father , and contains in 
itſelf ſpiritual Gold and Silver, becauſe 
It 15 the firlt matter of Gold and-Silver 
corporal, And becauſe Air is the medi- 
um through which it receives theſe ſu- 
periour influences, Hermes (alth, That 
the winde carries it in its belly : for 
which cauſe Raymundus Lnllins calls it 
Aereal Mercury : bur the Earth, dike an 
univerſal Parenr,nonriſhes ic in her fruic- 
ful womb : which appears by the pro- 
duQtion of all-rhings proceeding from 
the Earth; for if this Spirit were nor in- 
cluded 
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cluded therein., ſhe . would have no 
weT nor vertue in generation and pro- 
duaion ; ſeeing ſhe 1s properly no more 
ther the common. veſſel or matrix: of 
theſe many and different generations: 
for the general matter or Mercury of 
them, being, as Philoſophers denore, 
invifble,and almoſt incorporeal, cannor 
be made viſible and corporeal, bur by 
ſome ſ\btile artifice 3 which matter, if 
it can be exrraced our of the Arins cf 
ics Nurſe,and purged from all accidental 
ſuperfluities, may (norwirhRanding any 
Reaſon I can ſee tothe contrary) inthe 
things whereto it is applied, feparate 
things corruptive and hererogeneous, 
and conſerve and multiply things homo- 
oeneous and conformable to it; : : 

It is withour doubt, That Authors 
are miſunderſtood,” when they ſeem to 
aſſert, that Metals 'onely ſhould :be 
uſurped to the produdtion of . Metals , 
ſaying, Thar the Seeds of Gold-are in 
Gold : for beſides. chat which wehave 


ſpoken of common Merals, and of thoſe 


which Philoſophers aſſume ro the con= 
fe&ion of their Magiſtery , we dare yet 
afhrm, That without this general-Spirir, 

| | _ (which 


. 130] 
(which is in all rhingsthe fole cauſe of 
vegetation) the faculty innate in all 
Meals , of becoming Gold and Silyer, 
can never be deduced to vegetation, or 
from.porency to 2a, becauſe Nature 
produces nor it ſelf, bur in every ope- 
ration there mult be ſame agent, and 
ſome matter1ubjacent ro che a&ion, 
And chis doubleſs is.that fire which 
Pomtanus peaks of , which alf Phi- 
loſophers ' have concealed and kept 
under Lock and Key, as theſole Stearn 
of their actions : for want of which 
Fire , Pontanus ( as himſelf confeſſes ) 
erred rwo hundred times in his pra&ile, 
thongh he had ro do with the right 
matter. | 


--- - This chreefold eMercary then, or 


fam coral, is the firſt Seed of all Metals, 
as alſo of the other two kindes or Ge- 
nns's ; which is by little and lictle co- 
agulared, and by the continual ation of 
hear lying in che Myne, hardened and 
tinted , when ic is perfeRly pure : but 
it makes np ſeveral ſpecies, and acquires 
divers forms and colours , according to 
the yariery of rhe place, and adjacent 
matter, producipg Micrals, "=" 
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I 
Srones,in the bowels; Trees and Plants 
in the ſurface of the Earth.; as ſhe is 
animated by the Solar Rayes, withour 
which ſhe would be barren : for Nature 
at firſt eFabliſhed his for a Law , Thar 
the Sun ſhould perperually nouriſh and 
calefie the matter, alwayes moving its 
threefold faculty , Animal, Vegetable, 
and Mineral ta its effeQ, 

And*this is the Cauſe why Hermes 
wrote the Sun its Father, 
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CHAP, 5. 


How the Moon tis the Mother of 
the Spirit of the World, and 
the Unuerſal Matter, 


=D any might here be deceived, he 
mult confider, That as one of us, a 
Microcoſm, hath a Body, a Spirit, and 4 
Soul ; eyenſo hath the Macrocoim: and 
ſectvg nothing exiſts thar wants thele 
three, there muſt needs be great affinity 
amongſt chem ; ſo that no one of them 
can be found without the other : and 
though two of them may ſeem ſome- 
times to be ſeparated from the ſubje, 
yer they are onely hidden inthe third 
that"remains, as a ſnbtile avd profound 
Artiſt may eaſily experience, by the ex- 
amination of Fire. What therefore is 


Macrer, the fame is Spirit . and what is | 


Spirir, may (and that nor impertinently) 
be called a Body. If we conſider, That 
they are indiyiſible , and by Natures 


Laws 
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| Laws ſogenerated, that they are one abs 


the ſame” thing : by which. account ir 
appears, 'that the matrer is not onely 
Matter, or Sonl, or Spiric ; bur refers 
and repreſents all, becauſe one is always 
generated: and nonriſhed with the o- 
ther : ſo thar in the propagation 'and 
a&tion of one, the rwo other are always 
preſent, '' LSE 

When therefore we ſaysThar the Moon 
is the Morher of the Spirit” and univer- 
fal matter, ' we ſpeak/not irrarionally; 
nor affect any abſurdiry :. but here we 
mult mqre.. intimouſly enquire, whence 


this Maternity proceeds. | Heat and 


Moikure then are the two Keyes of Gev 
neration 5 and Hear performs. the office 
of the» Male, | but Moiſture . of : the 


-Female,'' Corruption ariſes upon the 


2Rion 'of Hear over Moiſture, and 
Generation follows upon Corruption ; 
as we may ſee in the ſmell Body of art 
Ego, wherein, by the hear of Fomen- 
ration and Incubation , 'the Sperm pit- 


- trefies, and afterwards the Chicken is 


coagulated and formed, The {ſame is 
alſo apparent in the Genetation of 
Man; who, by the — the _ 

cat 


34] 
Hear of the Woman aQing upon the 
Maſcnline and Feminine Sperm y, 
diced in: her marfix, is deduced tg 
a compleat Bady , perfect in all jus 


By Corruption here , We ubderſtand 
Mauration 2nd paſlage of one form ung 
another , which capnop be effeReq 
without the mediation of putrefaRion, 
(which is the: ſole medium-and way to 
' Generation):whych is allo promored by 
the: help. of ſome CMercyry or Quick: 
fver, which is:the; ſpecial ConduRor 
of: the or CO: 2;:avd the 
Sperms off all Bodies are aqueons,. and, 
av3it were; fult-of Mercurial humout 4 
and aE:their innate Heat: be: brought 
| from potency. b© 3R' by the: extern) 
heac: of. the Sun ,.;thgn. may their Ge: 
neratiqnbe procured by decoRtion, 
: "Hence: the :ancieng Philoſophers: al- 
fecr,-Tharthie:Snn, and: Mop genergzet 


ebeSuni, : che rerrefirig] Sun, which is 


Gqldy- and Man, Man. |; Abdic is ms 
niteft, . Thar /rveithour the hear ofghe 
Suny the heat abche Elementary Fire 4s 
deadandtbarred.- . Whence the Suyis 


alfo: called che; Maker of Life. and Gt 


_— 


ner ation, 
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neration, Heat then inall Generati- 
ons comes from the Sun;, bur radic 
moitjure, by che influence of the Moon 5 
which influence, all ſublunz:ies receiye 
ind feel , when this Planet is in irs ens 
creaſe or wane, And thu; you havean 
account how and why Heres called 
che Sun Father, and.the Mocn Mothef 
co this univerlal matter: for £5 hear of 
the Sun,; and moiſture of the Moon, ge- 
nerate all things ; becauſe heat. a 
moiſture, in a, due remperatnenc , . cauſe 
conception 4 and upon conception, Life 
and Generatian. And thongh Fire 
Water be contraties, 'yetone can do no 

onod withour the pac of the othets 
bo by their diverſe aQtions, hs 
conceive, ge conceived, . 


encatle 
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t Generation inthe world be Bude 92 
Thos what evſt diſcord is in ard wy 


| Yer I' would not have my Reader 
luſpe& , Thar by too haſty judgement I 
would abſira& Hermes his prime inten- 
D 2 tion. 


. - .{ [36] | 
tion, from the broad way of all Alchy- 


miſts into the by-paths wherein I rread; | 


becauſe I know , Thar all good Philoſo- 
phers', according to his minde and will, 
ſay, Thar the Sun and Moon ſhould be 
in copjun&ion , that they may abſolye 
perfet Generation: for as Arnoldau d; 
villa 004 in lore florum, ſays, The Philo/ 
fophers Sperm is nor joyned co theirBo- 
dy, bur by rhe mediation of their Moon: 
which Moon is not common Silver ; but 
the crue. marter of their Scone , which 
Congregates, and inſeparably reraing 
In its belly , ' Body , which is the Sun/; 
and Sperm, which is Mercury. Andhe 
ſpeaks of this Moon in his xovwmLamen, 
where he ſays, That exceptivg hisMaſter 


of whom he learned tiis work, he knew |. 


none that ever operated in- che true 
matter '; bur all were'extravagant and 
erroneous in the eleRion of their mat- 
rer, as if: they would generate a man of 


a.dog,. 
ps 
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CHnaP, 6, 


"That the Root of the $ pirir of the 
world muſt be ſought 11 
| the Air. 


Winde is nothing but Air moved 

2nd agitared, as we may learn 
from the reſpiration of Animals, which 
blow Winde when they breath Air. 
Winde thenis Air , and Air is wholly 
vital, and the breath of .Life : for 
without Air nothipg can live or ſubliſt : 
for wharfoever is deprived thereof , 


bs ſuffocared and dies, yea, Plancs them- 
ſelves that are deſticuted of free Air, 


wither, and are in reſpe& of orhers, 
dr y and dead, 
. ., We therefore have ſome Reaſon to 


% 
MA. 
- 


ſay , Thar Air is a vital Spirit, penerra- 

ting all things, - communicating Life 

andconſiſtence to all ; binding,noving, 

and filling all, we 

- By ris Air then , the Univerſal 
| Eds 9 ©" 


UP ERES a} 
Spiric that lies hid and ſhut in all things, 


| is generated and manifeſted ; by this 


it 1s iverofſled, formed, and made 
more apt for. Generation 2 whereof 
Calid the Philoſopher creating , ſayes, 
not Without Reaſon , Thar Minerals 
have their Roots in the Air, their 
Heads and Tops in the- Earth, Asif 
he fhould have ſaid, The Air cauſes this 
Sprric co .enliven ,. angment and mul- 


tiply Minezals in the Earth chough 


choſe ' thax. have ſome [experience in 


. Preparing . the Philoſophers Stones, 


:” Ba,» 


"may fay , - . That rhis place ſhould'þe 
ocherwile .underſtood : for according 


to theit DoRtine, in, their Philsſophl- 


cal-Works, .there arerwo parts z one 
volatile, '. which is. elevaxed' in_form | 


of. a vapour, and "then condenſed 


and reſolved into Warer” 3 and- this 


. they call the Spirir: the orher more fii- 


ed, reſiding jin-che bortom of th* Veſſel, 


' which they-call the Body:  Roſmu ex 
_ Plains this ſentence by another of the 


ame Authors ; fot he faith , Take the 
things off Voir ſouls, and'exaltrhem on 
hieh, andreap them. in rhe rops of their 
Mountains, and reduce-them " rheir 
= o0ts : 
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Roots : Where the Glofſer Ayes, Theſe - 
words afte-rrue and clebry wit ut envy 
d ambignicy z thoygbhe declaresngg 
what he underftahds by-eliings whergof 
he ſpeaks. But by Mouncains (faich'Ro- 
fam) the Philoſopher means Cucur- 
es ; by the rops of their Mountains, 
Alemibicks : by reaping, he means, we 
miſt receive the Water of the aforeſaid 
things , through the Alembick inco the 
Recepracle ': by reducing them to their 
Roots, he means, That we ſhould reduce 
the faid Water ro the Eareh whence. ir 
aroſe, This is alſo confirmed by Mori- 
ene, who ſaith 4 That the Philoſophers 
operations confiſt onely in extrating 
Water from the Earth , and reducuagir- © 
to the Earth till che Earth purrefie : for 


' the Earth pnrrefies , when this Water is 


purified; which, being once pnre, will 
by God's help, dire&and perfed the 


whole Magiftry, | 
xploded Air onr of the 


Some have. expl 
order' of the Elements, thinking ic as 
gine or lime to conjoyn-divers Natures g 
judeing it the Spirit orluftrninent of che 
World, becauſe ir is the Chariot of the 
Univerſal Spirit : for ir firſt receives rhe 

influences 


D4 


| bs __ 
influences of all Celettial Bodies, and 


communicates them to other Elements | 


and mix'd Bodies, Inthe mean while, 
like ſome divine Looking-glaſs,receiving 


and retaining the ſpecies and forms of 


all natural things, which it carries along 
with ir , and inſinnatipg it ſelf into the 
pores of Animals, imprefles thoſe forms 


on them, whether they ſleep or wake, | 


We learn from Animals and Vegerables, 
That every Spirit neer che'Earth , re- 
ceives its vertue and vigor fromthe Air: 
for we ſee ſuch things encreaſe and exto| 
chemſelves: the Spiric which gives them 
Life, doch ſomuch delight in Air, as the 
place where it had its origine. ' Hermes 
alſoſaich , Thar the Air carries r in irs 
belly. Wherennro eAr:fotle{ubicribes, 


ſaying, Thar moiſt things ptoceed from ' 


the Air , and Terrene things fromthe 


moiſt ones: for Air being next the Earth,” |. 


humeRares it on every ſide. ; andthe 


humour thereof being condenſed by in- | 


nace hear, is runed into 4 cerrain kinde 
of Earth , which-comains Xercury and 
Swulphar in'due proportions, 
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CHAP, 7- 


How the Earth nourt ſhes this t- 
ntyerſul Spirit. 


youu h this Spiric be infuſed into, 
_ and dwells in ſuperiour as well as 
inferiour Bodies, yer it may be belt 
known and diſcerned in Bodies molt 
evident and neer to our view , of 
which the Earth is neereſt, and moſt ve- 
getable : in ic therefore is. this Spirit 
generated, and manifetted more copt- 
ouſly : 'for the Earth is a cercain-mark , 
wheretoallthe Influences, Rayes, and 
Verrues of the ſqperiour Bodies tend. 
It is moreover the Fundament and Ba- - 
fas of the other Elements, conrainingin , 
it ſelf rhe ſeeds and ſeminal yertyes of 
all things ; for which cauſe ir is rightly 
called the common Mother of all Ani- 
mals, Vegetables and Minerals. - It. is 
therefore impregnated by the Heavens;. 
and produces all things our- of -irs 
| womb ; 


womb ; and. though this Spirit were 
expelled, waſhed away , or ſeparated 
from it by what way you pleaſe, yet the 
Earth, thns void of Spirit, if left a while 
in the Air, would again be impregnated 
by theCeleftial vertues and influences,ſo 
as to produce ſome Chytalline ſtones, 
and lncent ſparks : and by this means, 
the Spirit which was taken for ſepa- 
rated, wonld again recerminate it the 
Earth. Impregnarion then made by the 
aRion of the Heavens , and of rhe firſt 
qualities, doth continaally render her 
- generative: foronc of her womb:come 
all chings fablunacy, : She-produces all 
things endued wich life, preſetves, 
novuriſhes, and at laſt refolves chemints 
their own Natnre, When ſhe 18 agi- 
rared by theſe aRions, ſhe cauſes a tyo- 
fold expiration ; one wichonr her; ano- 
ther within her * which expirations 
eerede fromthis Terrene Spiric , ' whem 
moved and calefied by che Celeftjal 
hear. The expiration elevated with- 
our ox aboye the Earth ,. if ir be humid, 
cauſes and produces.dew and froſt 5 if 
dry, 'winde, rthnnder, and ocher dry 
Aeveakimpreſſions : bus the expiration 
included 


» H<e wa + © md 
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included in the Earth, if ic be humid, 
generates liquable Metals and Mine- 
rals; if dry, ones, and the like, thar are 
not liquable, All things vegetable 
proceed from, and are nomyhed by this 
Spirit,whereof the Earth is Nurſe : for 
which caule, the ancient Poets call the 
Earch the common Morher and Nurſe of _ 
all Crearuree, 


\ 
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CruaP, 8, 


That the Spirit of tle World is 
the cauſe of perfe 0 


11 all, 


He Univerſal Spirit is the general 

2 Genus, and common to every 
Genus : for if we calt our eyes into the 
inferiour or elementary Worldzwe lee ir 
divided into three ſubalcernals, ro wit, 
animal, vegetable, and mineral kindes , 
and yet the ſame in all, onely operating 
diverfly according to the diverſity of its 
forms. And hence the infinite variety of 


Creatures ariſes; for elſe there would be 
. only one ſpecies in the Univerſe : bur if 


we perpend the ſuperiour and Celeſtial 
World, we ſhall alſo finde , That the 
Spirir is one, equal in all, and differing 
In nothing but puricy and ſubcilty : for 
the Celeſtial Spirits are procreated of 
Its pure igneous ſubſtance , and differ 
from Terrene ones in corporal po 
an 
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and the C Jefiinl +. and Lumina- 
ries are made of irs'middle and Aereal 
ſubſtance : it conſiicnites therefore all 
things , becauſe it- bath in it both the 
faculties of ſuperior and inferior Bodies, 
and becauſe it is of an exquiſite remper 2 
for this Body is 1n all che beginning and . 
end of perfe&ion ;' and if it were de- 
Rieuced of ics faculties, it could never 
perfe& any thing: 'ahd here-we under- 
and fimple and natural perfeRion; and 
alchongh irbe perfe& onely ,' according 
ro the intent of Natore , containing 1n 
ic ſelf the rule;line, ation abd power 
of -perfeAion 3-'yet It acquires verrues 
and faculties abovethe ſphere of natural 
things, and can deduee thipgs from po- 
rency coat, This'Spiric alters and pe- - 
nerrates all things,though\neyer ſo groſs; 
mollifies hard things, hardens ſoft things, 
and augments , nowiriſhes and conſerves 
all things, This Spitic alſo, being in all 
Bodies the Anthor of Genetation and 
Corruption, hath neceſſarily a threefold 
operation: for by its drineſs, ic muſt en- 
liven; -and by its coldneſs, congeal ; 
and by-ics moiſture, congregate and 
unite” : ' for which ' it hath a threefold 
| name 


| 6 
name aleien tt A canes from the 
three kindes of Earth : for they call ir: 
vitrifying ,: falſuginons, and Mercurial z 
becanſe of Sale, Glaſs, and Mercyry,all 
things /;are made. ; though Parace/fia 
reckons:theſe —_— otherwiſe, £0 
. wit, Salty Sulphur, and Mercury, adding 
Glaſs as afourth, Ag & he ſhould. fay, 
All things are made of theſe rhree firſt) 
principles, and reduced «cr laſtreo the 
foucth-as though nexcherNature-norArt 
could- produce anyibing, beyond. @leff, 
But 1-fhall: prove my own. ſentence; by. 
Examples and Reaſon |; The Bangs; of 
Animals are conſolidated and hardened 
by vitrificarion » the Fleſh and Narves 
concreted by:Sa/t, and unired and com 
grepated-into one maſs by theMercugal 
humour, - In Vegetables alſo, theſhells' 
of Almonds,Pine-Nuts,Wall-Nucs,an 
the like; a3, alſo of Oyſters and-Snails 1a, 
Land and. Sea, may be made by-vxrificay 
tion -: and che taſte demonſtrates,. Fhat 
theſe Bodies are ſaleiſh: ;; for nochivg 
wants Saf, bur, what \is 1ofipid: g v6 = 
thoſe things are very: altih whereaf 


Glaf is made, as Femn:Kaligand the likes 


Some may:here obje& y, Thatir is p06 | 
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Glaſs, bur Salt, _ cauſes theingura- 
tion of Bones, Shells, apd the like, 
which I have mentioned. Whereunto 
lanſwer, That Experience and;Reaſon 
ſpeak the contrary : for Salt 1s reſglyed 
and melted by the leaft moiſtuge,of Aig 
or Water : but the Bones and-Sgells 
before mentioned, refit liquefaRion, 8s 
they are more or le(s hardened,by.rhis 
Glaſo-makipg faculty : forthe ulcrumare 
canfirmartion of which my, aflerrjon,; T 
may adduce precious Stones , Adgujeur 
and (hryſtal,which are nothing bur Glaſs 
elaborared to perfe&ion inthe Furnace 
of Nature, And now, thar all things 
are Condenſed by CMercwry, is ſo mani- 
fe} , that ir needs no other Teſtimony, 
but common Experience, Minerals have 
enough of Salt, Sulphur and CMercnry 
in chem : Stones and ſuch effodedthings 
4s Acquire not extention and fuſion by 
the Hammer and Fire, have ſome St in 
them ; but this is ſuperated by rhe 
aduſtion of corruptive Sulphur , which 
comes upon their indurarion and vyitriti- 
cation, Metals and all ductile chings 
are concreted and condenſed by Salt 
and Mercury ; and ſo much 5 

| J 
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by vitrification, rhar they bid ſome re- 
fiſtence to the Hammer, which 1s indeed 
 moreor leſs, according to their impli- 

cation with more or leſs impurity and 
aduſt Earth y which comes upon the co- 
8enlation of their Mercury, Andrhus 


we may affirm, that all chings aremade. | 


of the'rernal number -of Glaſs, Salt and 


Mercury, or Water; where Glaſs 15 the . 
cauſe of hardneſs, Salc affords marrer, 


and Water canſes unition and conden- 
farion, * DIR YER! 
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C HAP, 9. 
Of the ſpeci fication of the Nruer- 
ſal S per at to Bodies. 


He Soul of the World, and its-ARti- 

on and Vercue, is repreſented in 

all things in which ir is: this bindes and 
conjoyns the {uperiour things with the 
inferiour : for as many Idea's as the 
Heaven contains , ſo many ſeminal 
cauſes it obtains ; whence, by the Me- 


_ diation of the Spirit, ir forms ſo many 


ſpecies in the matrer, When therefore 
it falls our, that any one of theſe ſpe- 


cies decencrate, it may, by-the Soul 
- Within-.it,, .and the mediation of the 
- . univerſal $pixir,. be reformed, and re- 


-ducedto irs former ſtate; for the Spiric 


Is alwayes at hand, and ready for all 


motions.” In themean while ,, wemnſt 


\nor. imagine that che intelleRual Idea 
is attraed; but rather, char the Soul 


1s: indued with .fngh a verrue ,_ andal- 
Wt : E * -Jured 
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lured by the macerial forms : which 
cannot ſeem abſurd ro any one ; for it 
prepares every one his meat and nutri- 
ment, becauſe ic 15 tranſmurable into all 
things by which ic is ſollicited, and wil- 


lingly remains and reſides therein, Zo- | 


reafter calls the Agreement and Har- 
mony of the Forms,wirh che Soul of the 
World, Allurements, Whence, it ap- 
pears , Thar all rhings and kindes draw 


their powers and faculties from the 


Soul of the World, nor all rorally, bur 
ſach as reſpe& rhe ſeed or propaga- 
tion, and the like, whereby they germi- 
nate or encreaſe. An ex2mple hereof 
we have in Man, who, feeding onely on 
Man's mear, acquires not the Nature of 
Birds, Fiſhes, or the like , which he 
cats, Many other Animals alſo feed 
upon the ſame viuals, and yer every 
one artraQts that which is proper to his 
Ipecies : fo that it 1s worthy our admi- 
Tation,that our of the ſame Mear, Man 
can attract what is proper to Man, and 
a Bird whar is proper toaBird, And 
this is nor becauſe there are many and 


diverſe Aliments- in ene and the ſame 


<dilb, bur becauſe of the ſpecies _—_— 
to. 230) I | © 
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ed, which atrtaQs and changes the mu- 
rrimenc proper to, and convenient for 
ic ſelf ; by .mediarion whereof, ic gene« 
rates us like, by vertne of rhis Soul 
and ſeed, which is in it according to its 
qualic 'C 

But we muſt not think , That in the. 


Machine of the Worid, the Spirit, Soul 


and Body, are things ſepazated :. for 
theſe three are alwayes uniced and 
conjoyned, as is apparent ; and: by this 
union, che whole Spirit and corporal 
{ubfance become viral, 

The univerſal Soul then, feigns and 
imagines divers forms, which the Sp 
rit receiving into the bowels .of rhe 
Elements, makes corporeal , and pro- 
daces. Hence Animals generate onely 
Animals ; Plants, Plants z and Mine- 
rals, Minerals : chough not: all alike : 
for Minerals , as I ſaid before, generate 
not their like after the ſame manner 
as Plants, becauſe cheir Spitir is co- 
hibice® by roo groſs macter; which 
Spiric, if ic conld be conveniently ex- 
trated, and conjoyned with Mineral 
Matters, would generate its like, he- 
cauſe by its 5xquitte FARETTAIOn loco 
i 2 Im- 
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impetfe& Bodies, rhrongh the ſubrili- 
ation of Art, and artificions Gradua- 
tion of Fire ;' it brings with it pro- 
per and Mineral ſeeds onely , nor ani- 


' ma], becanſe repngnant to its Nature: 


yer I will not. ſay , That it wants the 
aMon of other faculties ; bur that it 
doth [not demonſfirate them , bur ac- 


- cording to the ſpecies whereto ir is 


accommodated : for elſe every thing 
would produce its unlike : a Tree would 
generate a Man ; a Plant, a Bull, a Me- 
tal , an Herb: which I ſpeak onely 1 


reſpe& of the diverſe ſpecifications of | 


things, 
' For if we conſider the moſt gene- 


ral Genus, it produces in all rhings 


its like , becauſe, being CMerenry, 
it aſſumes the Nature of all things 


* wherewith it is mixed. But humane 
Arr cannor eff2& that that is (olely | 


granted to Nature, which alone can 
pfocreate a ſpecies : Arr mgy dilate 
and multiply it, if it begin ics opera- 


. tion ar the root of the ſpecies, as | 
'prudeht Philoſophers doy who, - extri- 


CG 


cated, decently purified, and 


Ao the Spiric from Minerals: fpecifi- 


—_— 


reduced to » 
perfeRtion, 
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perfeQion, render ir apt to perfe& i im- 
perfeR things. 

And an expert and iadaficjous Artiſt 
ani. ending theſe things aright , may 
Tre - all inſticure admirable Adaprations, 


» 
£ 


Finis Libri primi. 
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Spirit of the World. 


BOOK II. 


CHaP, I. 


T hat the Sprrit of the World aſſumes a | 


Body ; and how it is incorporated. 


WW. have T hope ſafficiently ex- 


plicated in the former Book, 

that all things were not on- 

ly produced ; bur alſo made cyan 
y 


Ie 


by the univerſal Spirir, We now ceme 
to declare what kinde of Body this Spi- 
ritafſumes, and how it ſelf both is, and 
makes all things corporeal.: for that 
mutt needs be corporeal which makes 
all other chings ſuch, - ſeeing nothing 
can give what it ſelf hachnor, Letus 
therefore ſee with whac , and how it 1s 


veſted wich a Body : not that we will 
here diſpure of the incorporation of ce- 
leſtial and ſupernatural beings, bur 
onely of Phyſical and Sublunary Gene- 
rations , andof the body of the Earth, 
which is the ſole veſſel and true matrix, 
where the prime and moſt general 
Incorporator of things, is ir {elf incor- 
porated, | 

I ſay then, That no body can be made 
wichour a prec:dent Mover , that may 
didnce porency to a: that which exiſts 
not inſave potency , may be produced 
into light, and according to Natures 
intent, reach its final term ; which 1s, 
co make that a body which it wouid 
produce. Now this mover can be no 
other chen fire or hear , which moves it 
ſelf firſt in the Air ; forall Generart- 
ons begin there, becaule fire is che mot 
E 4 aRiie 


/ 


6 


z 
ative Element, and conſequently moſt { fr 


ſubtile and light 2 whence ir is more 


prompt for motion. Mbe-27 
Fire therefore, whoſe propriety 1s 


through irs levity to aſcend, and make | 


unknown things viſible , doth requi- 
firely receive the beginning of its mott- 
on and ation from inferiour Bodies ; 
that is, from the centre of the Earth: 
where, as we ſaid before, -the old 
Demogorgon , and Progenicor - of all 
things , - inhabirs ; fittifg there in his 
Throne, and mid(t of his Empire : that 
thence he may govera , command, pre- 
ſerve, and divide the eflence of Lite to 
all che parts of that grear Spherical Bo- 
dy expanded about him ; and that he 
may more eaſily and from equal di- 
| Nance, receive from every Member what 


he wants, The root of Fire 1s int © 


planted in the fruicful bowels of this 
old Parent: which thence emics' a ya- 
porous breath , which Hermes calls the 
 hnmid Nature :- for vapour is the prime 
and next a&ion of fire; with which ir is 
ſo conjoyned, that it cannor be imagined 

withont it, 41d 
Bur ſome-may ſay , Tf vapour comes 
from 


8 Þ! 
. 


——_——— 


fromfire , how can.it be moiſt 3; ſeeing 


fire is hot and dry ? whence acquires ir 
this contrary qualiry ? And here we 
finde nothing abſurd, if we do bur cone 
fider , Thar. fire cannot live and ſubſift 
withour-moiſture., waich is its alimenr, 
ſupport. and ſnbj2& ; wirhout which, 
fire cannot be conceived * for being by 
Nature a@cive, ' and its aQton indefati- 
eable, ir mult needs have ſomething ro 
a npon, and never be deſtitute of this 
thing, VER: 
Fire then, and co-eſſential maiRurez 
are like Male and Female. jn-all Gene- 
rations; and are the firſt Parents of. cor; 
porification of the Spirit of the, World z 
as hereafter we ſhall make appear,” Bur, 
Fire is the firſt Qperator , becauſe a-, 
Qion precedes paſſion , though the Pas 
tient be inſeparably co-exiſtent-with the 
Agent; as the old Stoick Ze»os aflerrs, 
who thought that the ſubſtance of Fire 
was by Air turned into Water, and: 
there conſerved, as the general Sperm; 
and firſt univerſal marcer , whence all 
things were firſt generated, © Thales, 
HMileſins, whom the Greet: ſurnamed 


the wiſe, perceiving the Ni«tter patient, 


ſaid 3 
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faid , That Water . che ficlt marter+ 
which Heraclitzs attribured to the Sea : 
and eMyſes, more illuminared- rhen 
both, ſarh, That before the heaven aud 
garth were created , the Spirit of tha Lord 
woved on the face of the waters « calling 
Fire,  becan(e of ies noble and pure 
eflence, The Spirit of God, In ſaying 
therefore , Thar Fire is the firſt princi- 
ple of beings, I tranſgre(s nor che limits 
of Reaſon and Verity : for it 1s without 
doubr, rhe firſt Operator, and the lat 
Deſtroyer and Changer of. forms, whoſe 
cauſe it is,even till ic hath bronght them 
ro their period and firlt matter, beyond 
which there is no proereſs , bur onely a 
transformation, as I ſhall by and by de- 
clare, by compariſon with viſible and 
familiar beings : rhe firft aQtive potency, 
which begins ro operate in the produ- 
cion of man, 1s the agitation or motion, 
of hear : which imirating the a&ton of 
firs (whoſe Nature is chiefly ſeparative) 
draws Sperm from the whole Body 


(wherein Man's feed is porenrially in- / 


clnded) and coats and digeſts ir: there- 
by retdring it apr for expulſion, and 
afterwards for Generation and Aug- 
 meEn® 
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mentation ; which Generation and 


Augtnentation is alwayes helped by 
Fire, which is the ſole Acot ; fo that . 
if ic ſhould arrain the end of its exal- ' 
ration , being inflamed by the Saiphur 
of Exctements , and impurity of Ali- 
ments, it would abſume the radica} 
Moiftere , which is the Seat and Pre- 
ſerver of Life: which done , the fire 
remits fiot of irs power and ation, till 
by reſolution and corruption, ir brings 
the Body to Aſhes 3 which nothitg ca 
dv but fire, 

But that we may make this more pal- 
pable, and finde out rhe firſt matter by 
the knowledoe of the laſt, ler us impoſe 
a Body on a common Fire : and we ſhall 
ſee,rhat what is inflatnmable in ir, will 
be rotally conſumed, and -redaRted to a 
few Aſhes ; which Afhes alſo will par- 
ricipare of a fiery Nature z and for 
their laſt ſubjeR and macrer, rurn into a 
cdttein Salt, whoſe ſole Patent and Mauls 
tiplierz Fire muſt needs be, Aridtchd 
theſeſhould be farchec turned, yer Sale 
would alwiyes be left, in whoſe ifrer« 
nals we may finde Fire , | which is" de- 
lighted with irs like; - p-5 © 

| Ang 
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And'bythis Ak Ichymilts finde, 
that 'there'is ſomeching 1n Salt: thar is 
incowbufiible , or ſecret. Elementary 
Fire, *Which hath che ſame ations with 
primitive Fire : upon whichaccount they: 
call.ir che Balſam of the Body, becauſe. 
it contains thar thar gives life; 38 alſo, 
that.conſerves and avomenrs which is 
nothingelſe but a moiſt vapour, . accom- 
panied with moderate heat. Johannes 
Fontaxus in his Philoſophical Narrati- 
ons, (Ex ſon Romant ' Philoſophig,.) ſhews, 
That he was nor ignorant of- this: Se= 
cret,where he brings i in Nature yeurne 
ys: : | | | 


i 'Aucuns diſent que feu n w_—_ : 
: "De ſon naturel fors que cendre : 
Mais lewr reverence ſauvee + 
 Natywwe eſt dans le feut autee * 

Et fi pbver, je le vou loye 


:OJER oY Je prendoye. 


Sound re e affirm, that fire car generate: 
Nothing but aſhes; but thoſe ſeems to relate 
The trath, thereof, who ſay,that in - breſt 
All-Natyeres operations are impreſt. 

And f dba o woof you do requires. 

Sal; iow you proof enowgh what 6s in ire. 
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And that ir participates: of moiflure, 
is" plain enough from its calie reſolnti- 
on ; as alſo its fulneſs of heat is de- 
monſtrable, from irs ready congelation: 
from which we may obſerve, Thar Fire 
aQc, and is unired with Fire ; as. in li» 
quefaRion Air as, and is joyhed with 
Air: for how in oneſubje& could the 


- dry imbibe the -moitt, 1f there were no 
-Innate hear, ſecing drineſs , as it pro- 
-ceeds from hear, doth natwally imbibe 
- moiſture ? | | 


And hence we mayeafily nnderſtand, 
That the Demogorgon of central Fire, 
cannot be. deſtitute” of moiſtnre. on 
which 'it may at, and thence elevate 
a vapOur mixed of two qualities, which 
I call, The Spirit” of: che World ;- bur 
many Philoſophers -UMzrcury of Mer- 


"71es, becauſe all orher proceed from this 
:parurally : bur this elevated vapour. is 


nor- yet a Body 5: but; amean betwixt a 


'Body and 2 Spirirppitriciparing of- both 


Natures ; which þ; whilſt; ic remains in 


 thar Gare, can generate nothivg,--;. Jt; 18 
- therefore necefſary;;z/c; That ic either | 
Amne or form” a Bady:'s hjhichiftbvs 
| 


doth : 
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doth: This ſabtile ._ proceeding 
from dry and moiſt principles , when 
ir is elevated, penetrates the ſpungyneſs 
of the Earth, wherein it is gradually 
racemed into Mercurial Water by the 
occurſe of the ambient Air, and of 
che Earth ic ſelf ; whoſe ſurface is far 
diſtance from ics Centre, where the Fire 
zelides, whence this hearariſes. After 
che like manner, as we ſee in an Alem- 
-bick , where the vapour or Spirit robe 
diſtilled, runs our, But this vapour 
and its water, partaking of two prin- 
ples, hear and moiſture, it is ingrofled ; 
and by moedcrate and continued coRi- 


-00, condenſed, The principal cauſe and 


mean -of which ation , is wnate Fire, 
which conrcains this very vaponr ; and 
by its concinnal ation , Rimulaces and 
compels ir ro imblbe this atoiſtnre, and 
to coaonlate this Warer : not inall parts 
with & like ſolidity and hardneſs, nor 
yet 'alrogether ; bur firſt wich amu- 
cilaginous and differenc ſolidiry, 'Now 
thar which Nacure affayes ro do in-the 
information of Tdex's, is, to begin their 
Indurarion and ſolidiry, which muſt:ne- 
ceſlarily hold env Natupes way, _— 
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15a ptogteſs from one extream to-ano- 
ther,by intermediate diſpoſition. And 
Nature thus continuing ics digeſtion , 
this Mucilage filays, of whole grofſer 
matrer Metals are generated inthe veins 
of che Earth, or cavities 'of Rocks,which 
differ nor in ſubliance, being prodnced 
by one and the ſameſeed , bur onely in 
accidents, which :they rake from the 
diverfities of the places and matrixes 
where they are generated, But che more 
ſubtile part of this vapour , afſcends ro 
the ſurface of the Earth , whereirftays 
by compulſion z and being in conti- 
mal agitation, thongh it can neither re- 
grede nor aſcend higher, and'finding 
no ſolid matter to carty'it wittiit, it is 
compelled ro continne Natures inten- 
tion-: and therefore ſerves for-the Ge- 
neration and Cotporitication of indivi- 
duals, But that:what'T have faid 'may 


be better underſtood , [ler us rake ſome 


one individual , andet.nsſee how iris 
produced-: for this will aſcerrain-us,that 
the'Spirit of the Worldafſumes a Body, 
and ſhew us how ir is incorporated, An 
Acorn may be longiencugh for; or ſown 
nche'Earth, and conſuinc wichour ger- 

051 m1- 
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mination, unleſs fome Agent be neer it, 
that may deduce its occulc potency na- 
eurally within itzinco at, And whence 
can any one imagine this action to pro- 
ceed, unleſs from the central Fire ifluing 
out of Demogorgon's breft > Which Fire 
attracted and fomented by the Solar 
Rayes , will redouble its force, vertne, 
.and efficacy, Does nor then this ger- 
mination derive its original from Na- 
tures Fire; which elevating and mul- 
tiplying irs vapour , -excites- the 1n- 
nate heat of the Acorn, which is of 
its own fide reſolved into a vapour by 


' the mediation of Air ?. and this raied 


vapour-is nouriſhed and auzmented by 
the firſt. vapour , which never ceaſes to 
a& on the marter of the Acorn, rall it 
- have brought it. ro the period of. that 
. perfe&ion ro which Nature deſtined it, 
which'is, ro make ir an Oak : which, 
when ic hath acquired irs perfe& mag- 
nitude, begins, nor indeed codie, bur to 
decline, and gradually ro returnto its 
firſt formy;even'to the Earth; where the 
lame vapour is nor idle or deficient 2 for 
of the putritude of. this Tree. certain 
- Animals, called Hosſe-lice, ny 

077 ance 
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dance of Worms , are thereby; gene- 
rated ; yea, . when the Oak is turned 
inco perfeR Earch, ir cauſes anew vege- 
(action, | 4 

Bur if any ſhould ſay, That che, Acorn 
is: augmented and mwliplied. to:rhis 
magnitude , he erres : for it 1s manifeſt, 
That in this germination, _rhe Acorn 
remains - whole wichont diminurion ; 
yea, ſeparates it ſelf from the Tree when 
It is germinared. The Oak then grows 
not from the augmentation and multi- 
plication of the Acorn ; neither 1s ir 
from addition and abfiraQion from the 
adjacent Earth : for then ſo much of the 
Earth would be exhauſted, as the Trees 


' magnicude is:ic mult therefore neceſſari- 


l; proceed from ſome other way & mat - 
rer;ſeeing by theſe wayes It cannor, This 
Spirir then,or Vapour,which is ordained 
for no other end, is thar which is in- 
corporated , and prodnces this indiyi- 
dual, from which che creation, angmen- 
tation, and preſervation of all chings, 
proceed ; and notfrom the Maſs of the 
Earth , which 1s nothipg bur the Excre- 
ment of che ſpiricuons and primzve mar- 


rer, 35 it appears by the diceſtionof che 
| « PPE —m Is Ro- 
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fomach , which reje&s Excrementcs in 


che ſame weight and quanticy almoſt | : 


that ir aſſumed Mear in , when never- 
cheleſs, ir hath exrrated its proper 


nucriment fromir , which is onely the 


Spiric inclnded in thar Maſs ; which, 
by irs ficciry, makes ic ſelf a Body ; and 


by irs humidity , ditates amd augment; 


ir ſelf, © 


x | 
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CuapP, 2, 


1 | Of the conyer fron of this S pirit | 
. .... #nt0 Earth ; and how 41s Ver - 
te 1emans integrally in 
this Eaith. 


He former Reaſons ſeem ſufficiently 
co evince, Thar the Spirit of the 
World aſſumes a Body : now we ſhould 


- declare how ic is- corporified ; and 


though in chis ſearch , the labour wall 
be great, and effe&t un » yer ſhall 
endeavour to make this thing compre» 
lenſfible, eſpecially-for cheir ſakes, who 
In their nativities have had favourable 
Stars ; and are thereby rendred. Ad- 
mirers- of cheſe-: rarer Effe&s y, and 
Searchers of theſe occuler Secrers : for 
in chzt many learned and carions Men 
have erred in che inquifcion and de- 
re&ion of this Body, ariſes from hence 3 
Thar ſome have believed this know- 
ledgefar co exceed Man's capacity, awd 

| E 2 onely 
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onely attainable by Angels or Derils, 


Others have thoughr, Thar it being cal. 


led , The Spirit of the World, no Man 
ſhould feign ro himſe]f any but an Unj- | ; 


verſal Body, becauſe an Unweerſal Spirit 
mult alſo have an Univerſal Body. And 
others have thought, That 1t could nor 
be perceived, but by converſion of more 
perfe& Bodies into their firſt Sperm 
and Spiric, by exa& and induſtrious ſubs 
tiliation 3 not minding nor conſidering, 
Thar Nature admits of no regreſs. and, 
That Bodies , by how mnch chey are 


more perfeR,by ſomuch they are furrher | 


diſtant” from their principles and firſt 
cotporeity. - 2 

_ ©--Somne are of opinion, Thar a Quinteſ- 
ſence might be etrraged from Bodies : 
pefſwading themſelves, Tharthe more 
Tiibriſe 'and volarile part is that Spirit 
they ſeek ; ſo erring' from the ſrop2at 
which they aim,” as if-chey would ſetk 
the Ex in the Weſt *'/ for" they make 
Bodies ſpitirnal - where they: ſhould 
"make'Spiries corpotealz ' Burſeeingthis 
'Spitir- + minifeſtly-converred: Into 2 
Tetrrene Body, ard-wichour comtadidi- 


'&n or doibt,genetatesall bodieszir mult | 


therefore 


'| othetwiſe, they for{ake the direR trac ; 
| of Nature: and ſeeing.it is made a.Ter-: 
; | rene Body, it may be perfeQed by Fire, 


Itheir firſt beivg , pretend ; 'and have 


| [69] 
therefore be extrated-by chem, becauſe 


inco ſomeching , which the Quinteſſen- . 
tials"callitheir Heaven. Bur corporifi- 
catton begins from the Earth : for the 
fit work of Mercury ts to make Earth, 
Why then do they, begin with,making 
of Fire? which would proceed, as.it a 
Man ſhould build a Houſe, and begipar 
the Roof, eIF nrs nn 
Bur ſuch as would reduce Bodies to 


more ſpecious Reaſons, then thoſe that 
would reda& them ro a Quinteſlence , 
ſave chat they go in acrooked way that _.. 
leads chem contrary to their meanings: 
for,beſides that Naturenever goes backs 
wards , they mindenorthat they ſhould 
follow the way of completion, and not 
of deſiruQion, or reverſion totheir ori» 
oines and nativity ; for,.. beſides the im- 
poſſibilicy of rhis courſe, cheſe wayes 
are ſo long.and difficult, ' thar an ordi- 
nary term of Life cannot reach their 
end, Mozeover , they can never atrain 
the true and natural fickt Beipg this way, 
Fy- - bur 


bar onely a phanraſtical Body , far diff. 
rent from that wherewith Nature effe&s 
her. produQive operations ; which is 
ſolely , the legitimate Sperm of all Bo- 
dies. - And if we confidet now , That 
all Bodics are made by Terrification, 
we muſt needs grant, That there is ſortie 
prejacene ſnbjze&K moſt apt for the 
making of Earch, But 1 faid , Thartn 
the beginning Fire was the iirſt Operator 
18 the World, which elevates a fſpirity- 
ous Vapour, then coRs , dries and in- 
CO es ir 2. for a Body cannot be. 
made withour coagulation , which He+ 
ceſlerily follows. che drineſs of Fire; 
And in whac other - place can chj im- 
maſſation , deficcation and coagulation 
be made, fave in rhe Earth, whence all 
Bodies proceed > The prejacent marrer 
then, muſt needs be rhere occluded ; for 
if it he nor there, then all Bodies are 
made of nothing; which is repugnant to 
 Narures cont{e; which wonld have every 
chiogro have irs principle ; and om of 
nothing, nothing bur nothing co-pro- 
- This marcer ox principle rhen is bound 
. # the Body of-che Earth 5 where it is 
| aonriſhed 
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Jiffy. averitbed, ingrod5 4 ahd incorporated ; 
Fea. | and thereforesſuch as wanld extra@ rhe 
Quineeſlence out of petfet, © fimple, 
or mperfea Metals, ſhould doberrer 
to epen the Macrix of the Mother, and 
rake the Sperm out there , then to kilF 
and. d her Infants or adult OF- 
the | ſpring, while they go abouc to reduce 
them to the late wherein they were in 
ator | time of conception. Bur if they ſhould 
epen this Matrix z what would they 
in- | there finde ? for nothing appears to 
fight or ſevſe, And many belicving chis 
way moſt profitahle,have been decetved, 
whilt they choughe in the bellies of 
Mynes, to finde ſome'ſeed of Gold ; 
which miſſing of, they deſpair of their 
purpoſe, becauſe they never mer 
with a middle diſpokition betwixr 
— ow fofrneſs hin 
. £ e the.cye can diſcern n 
here , how then is ic poſlible for then 
ro ger any thing? This indeed is a work, 
the other a labour, Such Searchers 
ſurely believe nor , chat rhe firſt marcer 
is ſo lubtile and looſe a Spirit or Vapour, 
as - chat, 1; canpot be reached, fave 
onely by intclie& and inyginacion, 
by ho, F4 Hows 
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. However, ſeeing ir is contained in rhe 
"Body of this great Parent, and dwells 
there, Reaſon evinces, That it hath 
ſomething of corpereity-in it 2 and al. 
though Thave ſufficiently declared to 
ſubtile intelle&s of what Nature it is, [ 
ſhall furcher add, Thar the Pores of the 
Earch are full of this Vapour, which ac- 
quires a dry qualiry by 1ts innate heat, 
accompanied with ſome ſecret moitture, 
by which it is condenſed , and coagy- 
lared into a ſpecifical Body : and as this 
moi(t Nature, now dried up , was firſt 
Water ; ſo it muſt be reduced into Was 
ters again by Water ,-which is the ole 
mean whereby ro humeRate dry things, 
 asfire is to ficcate moiſt things : which 
is a work duely obſerved by Nature in 
oenerating Metals : for Water flowing 
chrongeh the Pores of the Earth, findes 
there a diſſoluble ſubſtance , wherewich 
Ic upices its moſt ſimple parts : to which 
union , all the Elements concur in due 
proportion, 

This ſubſtance then, by its own difſo- 
lation is ſo conjoyned, that icof :itſelf 
condenſes through hardneſs , : which is 
nature] ro it, becanſe of. its innate 


liccity, - 
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ficciry z and by ſucceſſive and long de- 


cotion, acquires a merallical-ifdura- 
cion, | 

/ | Bac now this ſubſtance being difſo- 
lable 55 of what orher Nature can it 
— bur of Salr? for norhing is 


io diflolubte; as Salr ; which by how 
much it is more burned, is by ſo mach 
eafier diſſolved, unleſs it be turned into 
Glaſs. 

The firſt matter then, is Salt, or Salr 
is the firſt Body whereby this matter 
becomes vilible or palpable: of which 
Salt Rajmnndus ſpeaks, when , in his 
Teſtament , he ſaith , We have before 
declared, Thar in the Centre: of the 
Earth, there is acertain Virgin-Earch, 
and true Element, and thar that is 
Natures work. Nature therefore is 
placed inthe Centre of every thing: fo 
Salt is this Virgin-Earth which bath yer 
produced nothing, into which the Spiric 
of the World is converted by vitrifica- 
tion , that is, by extenuation of its 
moiſture, This is thar which gives the 
form to all things , and withont which, 
nothing could incur into the ſenſes; 
nothing is coagulared without Sale , 
nothing 
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nothing congealed, This is chat thae 
gives hardneſs roGold, as alſo tothe 
Adamant and all Stones both precious 
and vulgar, with a Secret vitrifying 
Verene, Yea, what is more, we ma» 
pifeſtly ſee,char all Bodies, compounded 
of the fonr Elements, return inco Salt : 
for if a Body pmrefie, whar remains bue 
powder and aſhes covering molt preci- 
ous Salr ? and if a Body be deſfiroyed by 
combuſtion, calcination or incineration, 
what reſts: in the laſt extraction bur 
Salr > Glafſs-makers, do give manifeſt 
teftimony'hereto : whence Arnoldau ds 
villa nova, '11 his new Chymical Light, 
ſpeaking of the permanent Water . of 
Philoſophers, which Warer is dry, and 
wets the Tangevts hand no more they 
common Quickſilver , ſairh, Who then 
can _—_ this Water? Well,he may do 
ie who can make Glaſs, 

The fame Author, ſpeaking of the 
excellency of this dry Water, manifeſts 
ic ſufficiently, when he ſaith in his 
Chymical Treatiſe, which: he calls his 
Philoſophical Brewviary, That an Operator 
canno-more do any-rthing withonr Salt, 
then an Archer emit an Arrow withour 

| a 
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a cord or firing, yg Fons Amantinns 


faith rhe ſame: 


- * Sans ſel ne peux metre en effeft 
wile choſe pour ton failt. 


1 can effett wothing in your rare Art, | 
Knleſs with Salt I gin to operate, 


All Bodjes then are compoſed of Salry 
and, as weſaid before, the Principles of 
Compoſition and Reſolution are equa]: 
which concurs with the Philoſophers 
infallible Rule , Thar the firſt marter 
of all chivgs is one with the laſt: where 
they alledge TIce-and Snow for example, 
which pam, © heat reſolved inco Water ; 
our of which, they were by cold con- 
gealed. And: if I ſhould here ſuggeſt 
the Teſtimony of all approved Auchors 
ro this Verity , my Treatiſe would end 
in a Volnme : but that I may demon- 
ſtrate, That this Salr is pure and crue 
Earth, (nor ſuch as we cread upon, 
which I ſhall hereafter prove to. be 
nothing but che Dregs and Excrements 
of the other ) I mult recur tothe ficlt 
Creation , which I ſhall decypher by 3 
| mi-. 
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familiar example ot oy Operation made 
in imitation of Nature, and by the ſame 
Rule and Model by which this greac 
Univerſe was framed. | 

I faid before, That Water or the humid 
Natnre, as Hermes calls it , upon which 
Moſes ſaith , That the Spirit of the Lord 
moved, was the principle of all things, 

And herethe Queſtion will be, How 
rhar great and contuſed heap of Waters 
was fo divided, that this ample and groſs 
Terreſtrial Maſs proceeded thence ; and 
by what medium fo different things were 
procreared of the Earth ? 

I ſhall anſwer to theſe Queſtions 
onely whar experience hath taught me : 
Ic 1s therefore vacurally probable , thar 
in the middle of theſe Waters ,\ by way 
of ſeparation , there was a certain col» 
1:&ion of ſediments or ſetlings; wherein 
I follow the Text of Moſes, who 
ſaich, That God ſeparated the water from 
the water : for there are two kindes 
of: Waters, towit, clevative and con» 
gelative Waters :- the former then 
elevating ir ſelf ina vapour, left the 
other fixed in the borom ; as thoſe thar 
cok Sea or Fountain-Salt daily expe- 
| cience 
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riznce : though perhaps it be be true, 
that the one is made by the attration 
of the Suns Rayes, the other by the 
expulſicn of Fire. And here note, 
That Fire and Hear onely are indued 
wich a ſeparative faculty , which chey 
exert either by violent or natural 
motion, This ſeparation then was made 
by one of cheſe wayes : and to whar 
thing could Moſes betrer compare this 
Fire (which cannor be otherwiſe defined 


then the origine of Univerſal Light , of 


Animal heat and vital motion , which 
oives exittence toall things, and-/pre- 
ſerves them in their being ) then to the 
Spirit of the Lord? 2% 
Let us again conſider Natures Salr in 
its Chaos, diffuſed, diffolyed, and ſuf- 
focared in its Water ; under what form 
will it chen appear, or with what quality 
will it affe& our gnſt, bur char of hicter 
Water? and this form; and quality' ic 
would rerain for eyer, if it were nor 
ſeparated : bur as ſoonas this elevative 
Water feels the ation of Fire, ir begins 
co fliefrom it by vaporation; and-fo the 
colle&ion'is gradually diminiſhed; -rill 
onely a'lictle heap of Saltbe lefrinthe 
botrom 
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bottom , which oh, rogerhet as the - 
Earth' did in he firſt Chaos of the Uni- 
verſe, 

And hen we ſce che firſt operation 
of Fire, which is the produRion of 
Drineſs, chart is, of Earch.- Bur as this 
fir Earch remained (ill coagulaced 
with irs Exccements and Dregs by Fire ; 
fo this Salt, which is trace Earth, retains 
xs Excremems , though ic ſeem pure , 
whice, and full of lighe :. for nothing is 
geverared , nonriſhed and augmented, 
bur ir abjeas ics Rectements' of the 
formationand ſeparation ; whereof we 
ſhall elſewhere ſpeak. Now this Salt 
or dry Earth, thus coagulated and ſetled 
in rhe Warer, drinks op all its humidity, 
_ is oy che GE of _ 
'aMion, y dried: ing 
all chis Abe, Its innate. inte 
which ir is.never deſerted, and from 
which it hath: its: diſſolucive. vertae, 
After the :accefion of this moilt and 


_ dry remperamenc, ic is apt for pro» 
dagion , z5 he a8ion of GE. 


liſh chemy left T be branded. 
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dividuals z-fo bak that ſame we call 
Salt : nor thar ic can prodnce Herbs, 
Metals or Animals, as the other dorh 
bur-'that ir conſerves in irs breft the 
original Seed of all rhings, as Experi- 
ence by the operations of Fireqmaniteſts, 
hereby giving colours, {apours, vegerati- 
ons, and indurarien'to all rheſe kindes y 
and alſo proper Fire which the Sn harh 
introduced ivto ir, whereby it enlifens 
and nouriſhes all rhings : which TI have 
— > rn inche ——_— 

a Philoſophicaloperarion,whillt I ſaw 
m this matter , Aion other mixtion, 
all colours diſtin&ly one after anorher 
in order, and according ro rhe-mrernals 
thac the Maſters of chis Art derexamine, 
25 they ſhould be in the 'macter and 
confection of -rhe Philoſophers Stone + 

ether with that ſudden fufivo whick 
follows upon the atramment ''of the 
higheſt redneſs, like thar/'of wilde 
Poppy: bur —_ nor produce'thar | 

2 L 


admirable effcR in c Merals z 
bar ic exerred ares Arab, 


by cauſing univerſs] and metarsl fears 


in Man's ther Tam 01 
Body, — he 
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ticle of a Scharlatene Meatcaiter, thou3h 
C.V. my Soveraign good Prince, as an 
irreprehenfible Eye-Witnefs, may eafily 
vindicare me from that injury : for when 
the fame of thoſe admirable cures came 
co his Ears , he was pleaſed, like a gra- 
cions Jupiter , to viſit the Habication of 
his poor Philemon ; induced thereto, I 
ſuppoſe, by the-generofity of his minde, 
and the relation of a good Man, who 
was ſo afflited with divers Dolours, 
and extenuated with the diutncnity of 
his grievous Diſeaſes ,, - thac nothing bur 
hopes on Divine Providence, or the ſo- 
lace of his imminent Death, cou!d moye 
inhim reſentment, The'crue relation, 
I ſay, of chis Man, ſo mu:raffe&:d 
F. that he diligently cook the informa- 
tion of Many-men, whom T1 had by this 
remedy reſtored to ſanity : and if the 
coverouſneſs. or envy of the Man. who 
undertook-the cure of the reverend 
Cardinal, and my Lord's Brother P, AM. 
had noc prohibired the uſe: of this Me- 
dicament. ;-I perſwade my ſelf,by God's 
Grace and:Benedigion., ic would haye 
conduced co the ſanity of many char till 


lie languiſhing for wanc of cures, M 
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If therefore thi a haveall che qua- 
licies of che Earthin it, who will deny 
it to be Earth ; or ſay , Thar it may vor 
be called che Univerſal Spirit made into 
Earth , as Hermes deſcribes it ? Bu I 
aver, That this converſion cannot be 
effe&ed , fave by the Artifice of eafie 
practiie , bur difficulr perquiſicion , for 
ic is without falfity,, an aR exceeding 
Maz's cogitations , to render that mat- 
ter vicible to the eyes, and tangible to 
hands , which ſo many learned and fa- 
mous Writers in all ages have thanght 


| Inviſible and incomprehevfible;of which 


they bare afficmed , Thar thoſe that Ia- 
bour in this profound Theory , may be 
able ro. diſcourſe well and plauſibly of 
its excellency ; . bur fhauld never finde 
and know it in effeR,..  AndI profeſs, 
among all the curious men where- 
with I have converſed familiacly this 
forty yeers, from which-cime I have 
bad ſome knowledge of. this marrer ; 
diag {carce finde fix that know onght 
of ic, 

When thenT have ſufficiently declared 
how chis Salt may be rarned into Earth, 
which is the opericion of operagions ; 

(- - IK 
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ic reſts that I ſhew , Lear afrer conver- 

fion, its vertue remains entire. But 
before I enter this Diſcourſe, I ſhall,as it 
is requiſite, relate with what vercue this 

Salt or Spirit ts of ir ſelf indued, that we 
may ſearch and finde the ſame 1n it when 
It is converted into Earth. 

* Tay therefore, for confirmation of my 
purpoſe , Thar ir is without doubr, and 
needs no proof, that the continual mo- 
tion of the Heavens, is for ſome end: 
for though Phyſically we may ſay , Thar 
the end for which a thing is moved, is, 
ro'/acquire another place ; yer is motion 
made for other cauſes : and the intent of 
this motion , is not to go from place to 
place onely ; but ſoromove, as to ob- 
rain the effe& of another End: for there 
aretwoEnds:;the one is by Philoſophers 
called che End for which 2 thing is 
made ; as. the. End of Plato's Genera- 
cion, 1s for Plato's Sou] , and Bearitnde 
is the End for which Plaro Qudies Ver- 
tne, The other End is thatto which 

things trend :. Thus the End whereto 
conunCtion of Male or Female tends, is 
Generation 3; bar the End for which 
Generation is made is a Man oran A- 
Di- 
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nimal : Thus the 28 for which Plats 
went out of Greece into Egypt > Was to 
learn Wiſdom ; bur the End ro which 
he tended, was Epype, | 
The End therefore of the Heavens 
motion , is not ovely to acquire: new 
places, burt'to influence upon wferionr 
Bodies : for if any one ſhould imagine, 
that theſe influences are of no uſe, or 
chat they are caſt into a place where no= 
thing can receive them, he is in an error 
roo groſs to be refuted. =” 
This Celeſtial Influx is perpetual and 
continual, becauſe the moricn by which 
it deſcends, is orbicular ; beginning 1n, 
and returning to it ſelf, - And this is 
the Reaſon why the things whereon it 
influences, and which ir produces ,-are 
of the ſame Nature and quality, as wirh- 
our ceafing to receive the power and ' 
multiplication of cheſe Vercues which 
fail nor. ib 
.. And ſeeing this Inflaence is not ex-, 
tended above the Heavens , where no«. 
thing is, irmuaſt needs be carried toward 
ſome inferionr thing, that it-may a& up- 
on : for nothing is paſſive but whar hath 
a Body , and what o_ pacural Body 
$S !1 2 -> 
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is there in the World, but Earth ? Ts not 
this the Body of Bodies, and thar ſolely 
char cap ſnbliſt alone, having in ir ſelf 
all the qualities requiſite ro a Body, as 
Longitnde , Laricude , Profundity and 
Superficies > Is nor 1t the Subject and 
Mark that Nature hath ſet, whereat to 
aim all ber Darts ? where can ſhe ber- 
rer accompliſh her works, then on the 
Egrih ? 

| The Earth rherefore is onely that in- 
feriour Body thar receives Celefital In- 
fences , whoſe faculties and powers, 
peverrare, calefie, : purge , ſeparate, 
enliven, augmenc, confer, and reſtore, 

: We need not-now diſpure, whether 


the Heavens and Celeſtial Bodies influ- | 


ehce upon the Earth: for experience and 
ſenſerakes away this doubr, This there- 
fore being left as ſufficiently known, we: 
ſhall onely declare bow rhey-make their 
influences vertuons, I ſaid before, That 
they tend direfly downwards, and not 
upwards ;' and” the Earth: being the? 
Centre 6f this Spherical 'Body , they: 
mit -needs'Fall gpon her, and faſten! 
their Points there; for the Barth is thar 
Pointof the vaſt Worldy Where allcke 
an | Ives 
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lives of theſe WY 32 concentricate; 
And ſeeing the Earth is a Body lo folid, 
that ic gives ſolidity co all others, 'iF1s 
requife that that which penetrates 1c 
be very ſabtile, The Heavens therefore 
being of moſt ſubtile marter, produce a» 
like effeQs : for the operations ordi- 
narily follow the qualiries of rhe Body 
that operates, And this penetration 
would profic nothing, but like a Torrenc 
running over a Field, becauſe of irs ſwift 
motion, ſcarce wer the ſurface, unleſs ir 
be by ſomewhat layed, Bur ſecing it 
tends infallibly ro the Centre, and 
there is ſtopped , becauſe chere is no 
lower place whereto it may deſcend ; 
there ir is compelled co ſabfiſt and col- 
le& it ſelf, 

Hence ſome have ſaid, [hat the Cen- 
rre of the Earth is moſt precious , be» 
canſe in it all the influences are uniced 
which meeting there , have an infinice 
porency , nor onely becauſe they conti- 
nually flow thirher, bur becauſe they 
proceed from Bodies infintte, incorrup- 
tible and indeficitenc in vertue. - - | 

The ancient Poets, who involved 
their Conceirs in Fables, .diyide the 
TS? G3 Earth 
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- -Earth into three parts ; aſſigning the 
Heaven to Jupiter as firſt-born of Satwry, 
( thongh ſome attribute the primogeni- 
ture 's right to Neptune, and the eletion 
of the ſuperiour Kingdom to Jwpiter, for 
certain Sophiſtical Reaſons impercinent 
to my pnrpoſe :) Neptune they make the 
Lord of the Sea ; and that by lot: To 
Pluto, as the youngeſt Son, they aflign 
the Earth for Heritage, who is yet 
rhought the richeſt of the three Bre- 
chren, becauſe in his Dominion all the 
Treaſures of the World are contain- 
ed ; yea, he ſeems to make his two 
Brothers Tributaries in thoſe things 
they poſſeſs as beſt, This Son they call, 
The King of Hell, and co him they give 
the Elyſian Fields, as a delightful place, 
where the bleſſed Souls ſhall follow his 
Courr after death. 

Divines alſo afſerr, That Hell and the 
rorture of Souls is in this place ; ad- 
duced by this Argument : Thar ſeeing 
the Natnre of the Stars1s fiery, and all 
their influences concur,there muſt needs 
be incredible-burnings there, Again, 
Thar place is infernal', becauſe none is 
more inferiour,” But that Souls noun be 

| . cre 
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here rormented, that the heat of 
this place. ſhould be ſo vehemenrt as 
they ſay, isa Solzciſm in Reaſon, anda 
Contradigtion to Philoſophical Axj- 
oms : for beſides that Sonls poſlefle no 
place, according to their own confeſſi- 
ons, and that being deveſted of the 
earchy part, and corporeal priſon , they 
would naturally elevate chemſelves, 
and aſcend by vertue of their ſpiritual 
levity, which participates more of a 


fiery then any other qualiry;they cannor, 


bur with violence, be detained in this 
ſubrtercancous place , ſeeing they are 
lighe ; nor yer, being ſimple , ſuffer nn- 
der the ation of Fire, which cannor at 
on its like, 

Why therefore they ſhould affert, 
That they deſcend to this place to be 
rormented, I ſee no reaſon, unleſs rhat 
the burchen of their ſins ,, wherewith 
they are implicated, ſhould derrude and 
depreſs them , compelling and forcing 
them ro the Centre of the Earth, or elic 
that fin hath got them under irs Domi- 
niov, and hath incorporared ir. ſelf 


'therewith,, by ſome unknown kinde of 


compoltion , and io make them paſſible 
as... G4 atid 
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and fabjeQ,not to rhe ſimple and natural 
2&ion of Fire, . but to ſome other vio» 
lent creared one, deſtined by God to 
char effe& 2 and perhaps the vertue of 
the Fire we ſpeak of, is by divine Power 
donbled for this ation ; which may be 
proved by Holy Writ, 

- Bur Twill not raſhly cheriſh any par- 
ticular Opinion, or ſeparate my ſelf from 
the Orthodox Faith ; in the defence 
whereof, I will not oneiy ſpend my 
Life, bur Induſtry, by God's afliſtance: 
yer 1 ſay in my Tranſient, (that I may 
futcher recede from my intended Dif 
conrſe) Thar they conclude ftrangely , 
chat ſay, Vehement burvings ariſe In this 
place,becauſe the influences of rhe Stars 
concur there : whereunto 1 would yer 
yield, if they can evince, Thar the hear 
of the Stars burtis and conſumes like our 
Culinary Fire , and doth 'not emliven, 
conſerve and nouriſh: for if it were ſuch 
as they imagine ; not onely'rhe Earth, 
bur the whole Univerſe had been long 
\fince burnt to aſhes. Thole inflnences 
- Indeed in old Demogorgon *s. bowels , 
calefie ;' but not with a mofrsl.and de- 


there 


firuftive, byt wich 8 vical hear, which | 
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there -implants an uniform Verne ; 
which by mediation of hear ,. dilates ir 
ſelf through the whole Body of the 
Eafth, being the firſt moving cauſe of 
Generations. ' | 

Buc we muſt not here conceive, That 


' it 15 onely che external hear that comes 
\ from the Snn,- which calefies che Earch, 


and cauſes Generftion : for in Winter- 
time, when the Sun is furtheſt diftant , 
the Earth hath abundance of heat in it, 
as experience ſhews, in Foumains, Ci- 
ſterns , and profound Cells fothat in 
the coldeſt Winter-Seaſon , Merals are 
coed and indurated ; yea, it is cred» 
ble, thar theyare then moſt of all in- 
erofled, becanſe rhe hear of the Centre 
1s kept in and retained , becauſe of the 
frigidity of the ambienc Air. The'Sans 
approach , and more perpendicular 
Aſpe&, is not the ſole canſe of vege- 
ration in che Sptitg ; for if fo, then 
doubtleſs, as its Aſcent were more ſab- 
lime, Vegerations wonld anometit tnore 
PREY to the encreaſe of 'the 


'hearof the Rayes: bur the contrary is 


obſerved. But becauſe every like ar- 
'eraQts ics like -; and the receſs of the 
| one, 
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one, cmſes the receſs of the other ; The 
Sun by. the magnerical Vertue. of its 
Rayes, attracts and revokes the heat of 
the Central Sun, derruded by the rigid 
cold of the ambienc into the interiour 


parts of the Earth ; which returning to | 


the ſurface thereof, affeRs all things 
with a vegetative faculty. 

It is not therefore the external heat 
of the Celeſtial Sun, bur rather the in- 
nate heat of the Central Sun, that ca- 
lefies the profundity of the Earch : for 
heat 1s twofold , the one as by rever- 
beration, which is external ; the other 
by influx and penetration, which 1s in- 
rernal , whereof Inow ſpeak ; whoſe 
Nature is to enliven, augment, and con- 
ſerve by the ſuſtentation of radical moi- 
fture contained in this Fire, which I 
made mention - of in the precedenc 
Chapter. | 

Bur that now we may prove this 
Ceneral Fire not to be ſointenſe, as to 
rormentand burn, let us conſider how 
the Stars do not by. their influences 
cauſe heat ſolely , but work other ef- 
feRs : for Satwrn is cold-and dry , Ju- 

piter hox and maiſt , the Sw» hot pod 
| ts 
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dry, Mars hot and dry, Fenu cold 


and moiſt , the Moon moilt and cold, 


and CMerexry all in all, participating of 


all qualities alike, | | 
Whence we may gather, Thar all che 
influences are cemperate , equally con- 
fiſting of hear, cold, moiſture and ficci- 
ty ; which chus meeting in moderation, 


cannot make the place where they meer, 


immoderare, The Vapour then or Spl- 
rit that comes from the Centre , partt- 
cipares of. theſe four : and hence all the 
qualities of fimples have their ori- 


gine ; whereof ſome calefie, becauſe in 


chem heat is predominant ; others dry, 
becauſe ficcity ſuperabounds ; others 
moiſten or refrigerate, according to the 
degree of their moiltture or cold 2 but 
on the other fide . Stars projeA many 
other qualities beſides theſe, into the 
Centre : for they give Beings to thoſe 
ſaponrs, colours, and odours, which we 
ralte, ſee, and feel in ſublunary things. 
I ſay therefore, Thar the Stars calcfie 
the Ceatre of the Earth, and thatrhe 
Univerſal Spiric dwelling there ,. parti« 
cipares of this heart ; and becanſe it is 
natural ro hear to ſeparate, that ſepara- 
_ cive 
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tive rerrve which divides the pure 
from rhe impure , the ſubtile from rhe 
oroſs, and the light from the heavy, atid 
the ſweet from the bitter, deſcends 
with theſe infloences : which pureative 
ſeparation, is the canſe why all things 
nacurally reje& their Excremerits', as 
nor being of their ſubſtantial parrs 
which is indeed very requiſte, ſeeing 
there is nothing in the World , but its 
Excrements, exceed its natnral ſub- 
fance : nay, ll char we ſee and ronch, 
is onely the excremental part of chings, 
that obumbrates their occult ſubſtance ; 
as we may obſerve in our Aliments, 
whoſe greater Maſs turns not into our 
ſubſtance, but goes away by the paſſages 
deſtined for ſuch egreſs ; Natnre onely 
excraQing che inviſible and ſpiritnal 
ſucce ourt' of them, which is apt to be 
converted inro enrfleſh and ſnbſtance, 

We may likewiſe affirm, Thar this 

Maſs of Earth we tread upon,is norhing 

bur the Excrement of that firſt ſub- 

ance, which was unired in the Chaos; 

Now encompaſſing the Centre , arid fo 

ancluding ir in a Spherical , Equilibrial 

proportion, that it cannot move or _ 
or 


| ſequel Chapter, where ſhall ercor of 


3 
for ſeeing it is in the lowelt of places, 
it can tend-no wayes further, unleſs ic 
ſhauid aſcend; which is repugnant to its 
Nature, Bur in the mean while, 1 do 
nor 'fay , That the Body of che Earth is 
noching but an Excrement : for though 
it appear wholly excrementitions, yer 


- there hes under us Excrements , a pure 


ſubſtance ; which being wholly fpiri- 
ws], could nor become ſenſible with- 
aur -rhe admiviſtrarion of ſome Body ; 
as we (ce in all chings produced : their 
Seed and firſt Matter is inviſible ; bur 
as they are carried in a corporal Maſs, 
and excrementitious ſubſtance , we can 
ſee them» and no Body can be wade 
without Excrements 2 for which cauſe, 
this ſabſtance is ſeparated from theBody 
of Earth inGenerations,by the influence 
of Celettial hear ; retaining nothing of 
the ſaid Earch ,- bur as mnch as may be 
for a fultencacle for'ic ; which-from the 
eginning had no other uſe, þnt:ro ferve 
for:a/Recepracle and Shop; or: rather 
+ Veſlel, wherein this ſpiricus] Natrec 
might effec irs operations; as we ſhall 
largely and plainly demonſirace in the 


Se- 
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Separation more largely, 

Bur Separation were to little purpoſe, 
if the things ſeparated ſhould remain 
wichourt ation ; Natures ſcope. in Se- 
paration, is to enliven and abandon 
Death, which comes from no other 
cauſe but ſuperabubdance of Excrements 
ſuffocating the pure ſubtance ; bur here 
I mean natural, not violent Death : but 
if the Seeds of things ſhould alwayes 
lie buried in this excrementirious Earth, 
nothing would be produced or receive 
Life : but rhe Celeſtial Vertne by its vi- 
cal influence extras them ; and theſe 
being full of Vercue, dilate and promore 
chemſelyes into all and each ſeveral 


cies, as theit Narure and Compoſition: 


require, + 

Life then proceeds from Purification, 
which 'the' Stars effe& by their influ- 
ences, with which the augmentative 
and reftorative faculties deſcend ; for 
the Stars being in continnal motion , 
they are? continually occupied 'with 
aQion, / and conſequently with viviſfi- 
cation, giving Life to Life , which can- 
por be withour Conferyation and Re- 
Ranration : Conſeryation they © give, 


by 
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by ſuſtaining Life indeficiently ; Re- 
ſauration , by reſtoring what the Ge- 
nerations of individuals conſume and 
ſpend, And this we may ſee manifeſtly 
in the firſt Marter incorporated ; for 
being impregnared by Celeſtial Influ- 
ences, Ir is of ic ſelf nonriſhed , mulci- 
plied and avgmentedcontinually. 

And hence it is called aDragonor 
Serpent that preys upon it ſelf ,/- always 
regerminating ; which', where-eyer it 
be, irtakesſuch root, thar the place 
ſhall' never be quite deftituce of it, 
though it be waſhed 6t burned; which is 
a certain token by which this firſt Marrer 
may be known, 

Theſe then are the principal Vertues 
which the Spiric of the World hath , 
and will. alwayes receive from the Ce- 
leſtial Influences , which produce great 
and admirable effeQs in all the Mem- 
bers of the Univerſe. ' | 79 

Bur here ſome may enquire, How thar 
che firſt marter receiving ſuch pure and 
porent Infinences from Heaven, comes 
to be conſpurcaredwith-ſo many: yirious 
qualities ; and how-ic rerains: chem 
when ir hath received them, ſeeing ic 
1s 


is alwayes buſicd:ip-the a&ions of vivi- , 

fication , augmentation , conſervation, 

and ceftauration 2, for if it ſepazate nor, 

ic will die ;. and iraugment, cone, 

ſerve, and reſtore not , ic will diminiſh, , 

_ and debiluare ; which ic neyer 
OCs. 

Whereunto I zpſwer ,. That che Stars 
have a twofold influence ; one natural,.. 
the other accidental ;, che parural was 
communicated to-. them in cheic fuk 
Creation; -and ig is thar Goyerpmenk of. 
che Univerſe , which Hermes ſpeaks Gs 
whereby they keep i 1.11 32s Being, Dy 
defending and preſerving ic by theis jo 
fluences, from deftruQion, and amnihiy,; 
lation 3 wherewith the Spicic of, the. 
ones Is cognally evriched : which, 
applies them to , and mavifelts chem in- 
all things. wheceto ic gives cncreale avd 
ſubſtance; : but the accidental Inflo, 
ence of the Nags ;' Is char mb ud 
out precerpaturelly ,. by c£2 a their 
——_— Situarions x HS Qs : as 

18 alwayes rode guration, 
never remains equal : and this hath only 
power upon the effeQs of Matter,” nos 
upon the Mareet it ſelf 3 for whatever 

n- 
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influence happen , chough never ſo ma« 


lign, the Centre of che Earth incermircs 
not its actions, bur abſolves them as 
before, and produces Animals, Vegertt= 
bles, and Minerals, as well as ever; and 
if morcifications ſometimes fall out from 
the malignicy of ſome Aſpe& , they 
onely rouch the ſurface or excrementÞs 
tious maſs of Bodies, and nor the interi- 
our ſubſtance : and ſuch an accident is 
often changed ; ſo that the influence 
ſomerimes operates one rhing , ſome- 
times the quite contrary : which the 
natural and principal influx never does, 
Whence we may conclude, That the firſt 
Matter, as it is ſimple of ir lelf, receives 
nothing bur thoſe Celeſtial Vertnes , 
which it alſo retains and keeps in its 
Terrtfication, 

But we muſt now declate, how it re- 
tains them, that we may make good that 
ſaying of Hermes , That its Vertne re- 
mains entire when ic is converted into 
Earth, becauſe all the Celeſtial Ver» 
rues deſcend and meet in the Centre of 
the Earth + which in their conrſe , aim 
at nothing , bur che information of the 
Matter , which is as it were the Recep- 

H racle 
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eacle of the fapream Idea's, 


The ſame Matter being fall of Forms, | 


is diverbfied not indeed aQually, bur | 


potengially , into innumerable ſpeci- 


fications 2 and ſo 1c 1s nor properly a | 


Body , bur as ic were a Body or Com- 
panion of a Body , aha it hath 
an Appetite, and by information moves 
to that end : and this motion it hach 
from the aQion of Celeſtial Fixe, which 
I before called, The firſt Mover-in 


the Chaos. : which the old Poers, Oy- | 


phexs and Herod, defcribe under rhe 
Name of Love : And Ry»ſardae ,''our 
French Homer or Pinder G chus oo 
lincates ; - | 
1 
. Te ſiurs amaut leigraud maiſire des dieuts 
Le ſuis Celuy, qui fait mouvoir les.Cieuxe- 
Le ſuis Celuy, qizi goverxc le monde ;; 
Ruile premier hors de ta maſſe eclgs, 
Downay tumitve e feudy tc Cohes, | 
Dout fs haſty cette mackine rende. 4 


if. any Tuljch know not who 1 aan, » : 

Love 5 my name 5 | 

To whom themſelves, beth Jove and all his trgin,. 
OH 0h Woctdin. inn 
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1 am the hand that moves the hedweus,and th* reins 
| | That Stars direft; . 
AU that the Earth and t#niverſe contains, 
My nod expe. 
when aH « Chags was, I (pread my rayes 
Of light about, 
And then droided that which in few dayes 
The world brought ow. 


. Seeingthen this Mater by its proper 
Nature and Appetire, tends to incor 
ratzon, who can rationally ſay , Tanat 
whill ic aſſumes a Body , it is deprived 
or {werves from Nature , chat by its 
own vertue cauſes corporation ?.and 
ſeeing when it takes a Body , it isfarft 
turned into Earchzwho can deny bur this 
Earth is. indued with the ſame vertne ? 
for though chrough commixtionandcon- 
curſe, jt-partake of ſome elementary ims- 
puricies, yertin.its Centre it 1s alwaye$ 
pure : {o thac after its purification, Fire 
(which is otherwiſe the moſt aQive and 
porenc Element ) hath no power ro de» 
troy it , þecanſe it exceeds this Fire in 
rerfeing andſubrilty, And henceir ſo 
inddenly penetrates Bodies, enlivening 
them, and angmenting their vercues, by 
teftoring apd preſerving wha is natural 
| \ H2 in 
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in them, co wit, their radical moiſture, 
which by its fiery ſubrily, ic purges and 
ſeparates tromirs Excrements that ſuffo- 
careit, And that I may in a word ab- 
ſolve all , this that moſt excellert Medi- 
cine, which Siracides ſaith is 'extraRed 
our of the Earth, and which no wiſe Man 
will deſpiſe, Ir is mereover that preci- 
ons Salr,whereto rhe Doorof DoRors 
compared his Apoltiies, as to a moſt ex- 
quikte Treaſure, produced by the Hea» 
vens:for he might as well haye aiYop 
are Adamants, Rubies, Pearlz, Go 
Silver of the Earch 3 but that he kney, 
Thar all theſe things, though admirable, 
contained nothing in them comparable 


ro this genera] Salr., whereunto all che | 
reſt owe the homage of their perfeRiions, | 
This Medicine operates like Firegin con- | 


ſuming rhe impure, which, as heteroge- 


dor 


neous, it diſgregates from the homoge- = 


neous parts of the pure ſubſtance : and 
ſeeing rhe Heaven generated this Virgin 
In the bowels of the Earth, why ſhould 
ſhe nor retain her Parents vertues; and 
like an Infant chat naturally parricipates 
of both Parernal and Maternal Seeds, 
' hold both Paternal and Maternal Hu- 


mours? | 


| 


| 
| 
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moutr ? for which canſe the Ancients cal- 
led this progeny Ardrogynos, which is a 
name common to both Sexes ; the Poets, 
an Hermaphrodite, as being properly nei- 
cher Male nor Female, bur both : and no 
leſs properly, may this Virgin be called 
{ranogea, or Heaven made into Earth : 
for being Earch , ſhe hath che Celeftial 
Vertines tied and annexed to her indiſ- 
folubly, whoſe admirable faculties ſhe 
manifeſts in her operations , Whereof I 
haye, "7 ſufficienr declaration in the 
precedent Chapters, toall ſuch as armed 
wich any-noble ſpark of ingenuiry, will 
endeavor to adventure to break through 
the rhick woods of darkaeſs and igno- 
rance, or to ſuch a<Y7rg;/ laith, to whom 
Heayenhas granted acceſs or ingreſs into 


the obſcure Chaos of the Earth, 


3 


Chip. 


| [t 62] 


- 


CHAP. 3, 


Of the Sepayatton of Fire from. ,. 
Water ſubtile from thick ; and 
with what induſtry it fould 
be fila 


Naam » the moſt ſagacions Agent, 
. V ſhews us by her proper operations, 
char in all things we mutt fictt confider 
the end for which we nndertake any 
tnatrer, and then finde'ont tneans roars 
rain che end. A prudent Searcher" of 
Narntes ſecrers then fhotild hxve perfed 
knowledge of the principtes,”progrefs, 
and qualities of matrer , borh internal 
and external, left in hisſearch he con- 
found his end with his means : and 
forſaking the high-way which Narnre 
hatir trodden from rhe Fonndarion of 


the World, turn into by-paths, and | 


phantaſtical nuknown and unfrequented 


Hermes knew the right way well yo 
| E | 
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he was indued with the perfeR know- 
ledoe of the Worlds conftirution ; who, 
defirous by Art ro follow the footſteps 
of Nature, prudently imagined , That 
che Earch was the principle of all chings, 
and che firlt Creatnre that was by Sepa- 
ration created in che belly of the Chaos , 
and thence he made ſnch ingreſs into 
the Treaſury of Natures Secrets by the 
Terrification of this firſt Matter, which 
I ſaid before was nouriſhed in the Ma- 
trix of che Earth, Bur as it is not e- 


" nongh for a Builder to have Materldls 


wherewichal co ere& an Edifice , unleſs 
he know the manner of performing and 
fitting his Marerials to. the work 2. ſo 


Hermes Was not content to finde out 


convenient matter , bur made diligenc 
ſearch for the manner whereby he might 
proſecute his work 10 imitation of the 
chief Operator in the Creation of the 
Univerſe, and ſo forma little World, 
wherein all che vertues of rhe greater 
World were inclnded. Confideri 

therefore, Thar the thing he purpoſec 
to mike, muſt be moſt, and chat he mult 
begin wich groſs and inferiour thirigs to 
obtain rhils a : be fiſt began 


4 £0 


[104] ; 
to divide the contrary Natures,by ſepa- 
ration of the ſuperfluous and uſeleſs 

's , tO avoid the ruine of his work : 
' where, according to the Adage, it may 
be truely ſaid , He took, the Bird by its 
Feet : and fo going through the cight 
Gare, eatred into the Cloſer of Natures 
Secret, without curning : for Separation 
is the beginning of. all things , and the 
firſt operation of the Univerſal Body z 


| 


ſegregating the confuſed Members : by | 


"the diviſion of the confuſed Maſs 'or 
Chaos, the order and form of Elements 
firſt appeared, and cook their places: for 
wichout Separation, Day and Nighe,Sun 
and Moon, Winter and Summer, had 


yer been one ; Metzels and Minerals, | 


thongh never ſo different , would have 
been contaived in one Body ; andal 
Vegetables would have been bur one 
Seed. | 
"It was therefore neceſſary, That Ne: 
ture, for the attainmenr of rthar Order 
and Diſtinction, wherewith we ſeethe 
Univerſe condecorated, ſhould begin 
with Separation, Bur chat, we may. de- 
ſcend to particulars, let us ſee bow this 
ſagacious Agent - begins all. hex operty 
£ +; t tions 
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tions: but for Separation, Generation 


' would neither have beginning nor end: 


by ſeparation, Aliments arigment and 
conſerveevery Body, And if I ſhould 


+. deduce the - proof of rhis Argument 


thorow every ſpecies, 1 ſhould withour 
doubt confound my ſelf in the intricacy 
of this Chaos , andnever finde exiture, 
for the infiniry of examples:I will there- 
fore lay down this for a Foundation, 


\ That Natere begins all her 4Gions from 


Separation, Bur becauſe the knows 
ledge of this 1s nor ſufficient , - unleſs 
withal we- know what things ſhe ſepa- 
rates, and whence this ſeparative faculty 


proceeds, we mult diſcuſs his mat- 
-rer (more exactly, chat our diſcourſe 


may proceed regularly : and before 1 
meddle with avy diipoſicion, I think ir 
beſt to propole lome definicion of Sepa- 
rarion , and declare of how many 
kindes this Separation is, | 
*Separarion thea in general, is nothing 
bur rhe diviſion and diſtin&ion of things 
diffimilar from one another ; as of rhe 
Heaven from the Earth, Sun from Moon, 
and the like ; as alſo of the pure from 
the impure, hear from cold , dry from 
IVE moiſt, 


| [106] 
moiſt, and rhe cotttrary, And from this 
Definition , 'we may draw ewo ſorts of 
SEpaFation b,.. 

The one of things differing onely 
ſimply, and nor of contraries, as 
of the pares of rhe World which were 
ſeparared ar firſt from the Chaos y or 
char we may deſcend to. particulars, 2s 
of the Wood from che Batk ; of Leayes 
from Fruits, and Roots from Bonghs-z 
and this ſpecies of Separation ittay be 
called ſimply a Diſtin&ion : for thele 
parts arenor really divided or ſepatared 
from each other, whether we have r6- 
ſpe& ro rhe principal or to the parti- 
cular members -of the World :- for 
choueh Heaven and Earth ſeen £6 be 
ſeparated from each other inlituarion, 
by reaſon of ſaperiority and inferioricy 
yet they are not divided one from ano- 
rhef , ſeeing there ts &@ perpetual cot 
nexion and affinity berwixe then s as 
appears by many places of rhis Book, 
Whence ao Hower, no leſs Philoſopher 
then Poet, ſaid , That the Earth was 
bonyd to Heaven by a golden Chais, 
Bur har I may keep to my fornier ex- 
attiple, Leaves and Fruits, oem ay 
ark, 
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Bark, Bonghs and a R z are Hor ſepa 
rated arid divided as conrraries: 5 bus 
onely diſtinemſhed by thei proper 
places and garniſhmears, whilſt - chey 
have a certaits affiniry and anal. vie ; 
yer ſo, rhat the one does thor occupy the 
others place , bur rhar they agree roge= 
ther, and ſupporc each other.  - 

The ſecond ſpecies of Separation, is 
the Solurion or Diltragion- of things 
cotally differine, contrary,or wperfinons, 
which have no' narural contiewon with 
the fabftance of rhings; as pure and tans 
pate; hot and cold , grofs andfabrile; 
#4id the: Jike 5 not chat I wotild: affirns, 
Fhar rheſe things cannor ſtand roge- 
ther; Bbut'; Thar thefr nnjoe and mize 
or, becauſe of rheir divertny ; Canſes 
Deration ; of ar leaft hinders rlie 
Mon of the narntal Vettue of rhe pure 
ſnbſtance, ' Atd” rhis kinde of -Separa- 
cor! may be properly called deciſion or 
diviſion , which Nature uſes ity all her 


produ&ions, that ſhe may ſer'the propet 


#Ffons and 'yerthes of every thing at 
libercy, | 2:2 265 4) 
- The firft ſpecies is onely the diftinAi- 
en of parts ertiely difhmilar — 
ch and: 


[108] 
and figure, but homogeneous in yertue 
and ſubſtance : for it 18 certain, That 
the Wood, Bark, and all the parts of a 
Tree, participate of one innate Vertue, 
whi:h is particularly proper tothe Tree, 
generally common to all its parts : buc 
as to ſubalrernare parts, there may be 
ſome difference ; for ſome may receive 
more or leſs of che ſubſtance or vercue , 
bur none contrary : for one andthe ſame 
effe& produces nor things diametrically 
oppoſite, our of the ſame matter : a {a- 
lucary Plant emits no poyſonous facul- 
ty : yet that may be ſalutary to one 
Body, that's mortal to another, Thug 
Hellebore nonrifhes Quails , bur kills 
Men, Burt one Plant cannor exerciſe 
contrary Powers upon one. and the ſame 
ſubje& :. for Hellebore cannor- both 
nouriſh and kill Quails, nor both 
incoxicate. and nouriſh Man, The pro- 
per verine of the Plant,chen , isin the 
whole Planr; and any parc of che Plant 
may be diſſimilar troavother in ſituation 
and figure ,, bur nor. contrary in vere 
and ſubliance : for the Leaves and Fruits 
' bave' of rhe ſame-ſubflance and vertne , 
rhough one more then anorher, 4 

(ere 
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Here ſome may obje&, Thar Braflica 
roduces diffetent effeRs : for accord- 
10g to the vulgar opinion, irs decoRion 
looſes the belly, bur its pulpe' bindes 


the ſame. 

 Whereto Ianlwer , If it be propet 
ſor the ſubſtance of this Plant co looſe, 
it's impoſſible that it ſhould alſo binde; 
for to jpeak plainly , che pulpe that re- 
mains afrer decoRion',' 18 not'of the 
fubltance of the Plant, as irappears b 
the concoRtion of the'Romack ,. whic 
recettes- the ſubſtance of Braſſica for 
Alimenc*, but rejeAs Its pulpe, as an 
Exctemeiit that hath no nutritive” fa- 
GWlcy in it; which faculty is wholly in 
the ſubRance, and in each part of the 
ſubRance ': for the ſubſtance hath this 
propriety , "Thar ir admics of no' con- 
ttary, bur onely of more or leſs ; which 
we mult alſo underfiand' of its ations 
and power, and nor of -its efſence ; of 
which we have an example 2 in man; no 
one part is more the part of a Mar'then 
another, thongh it may be greater, of 
more'potent in vyeriue and ation: the 
ſame may be ſeen infimples or Plats j 


| Wherein ſome parrs are more or leſs | 


hor 
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hot or: Gold , moit or dry, as their co- 
lonrs and ſapours manifeſt ; yer are 
rhey not contraries ; for one part.of a 
Planx/ capnor- kill through cold, - and 
another of the ſame, kill chrough heat ; 
bur Experience ſhews us chus much , 
Thar the ſammiries of Boughs, and thar 
Flowers are more tubtile in their -Q- 
perations, £hen-the trunks and inferj- 
Our parts of the ſame , becaulſe-ir is pro- 
per in every ſubſtance, for themore ſub- 
tile and pure pares to alcend, and the 
impureco tctle and abide next the Ex- 
crements- 2 Which Narure obſerves for 
two Reaſons :. fic, That ſhe may adorn 
the Plane ; and by the variety of its 
digeſtion , make it grateful to look to, 
Secondly , That ſhe may adminiſter to 
Maa or other Animals, what 1is:need-» 
ful for che conſervation of his eflence, 
12 T greater 0r leſs degree : herein Ie» 
ſembling'a careful and providenc. Mo- 
ther, who prepares all chings neceſlary 
and convenient, each ching in ics de+ 


grecgas induſtry or poſlibility-can render 


it: for {he never exceeds ſimple per- 
feQion'; and Flowers and Seeds are 


the moſt perfe& parts in Werbs » _ 
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{he hath elaborated : which Art begin- 
ning where Nacure lefr ,, may bring to 
a higher perfe&ion, by the ſame way 
that Nature kept, to Wit ,- by Separa- 
cion ; as we ſhall hereafter further ex- 
plain, 

- Nature therefore by this firftkinde of 


_Separation, . does. nothing bur diſtin» 


guiſh chings, for the ornamens of their 
ſubjeR, and nſe of Man, other Animals, 
er ſome parc of che World , amongſt 
which ſhe hath ſown and implanted 
murual Love , and Reciprocal A flinity ; 
fo that all things do narurally, and our 
of a kinde of ſympathy , tend to one 
enochers ſuccour and ſervice, 
Bur the ſecond kinde of Separation 

is different ;. for by ir, Nacure , or Arr, 
io imirecion of. Nate, divides and ſe- 
Frogutes contzarics ; that is, abſirats 
the {abence, what'is not of its 
eſſence , buc rather averſeroic 3 dwel- 
ling with it, chough ir be nor of ir ; as 
pure with an impure-ching, ſubcile with 
oroſs , ſubttance with ics Excrements, 
And this ſecond kinde of Separation is 
vled as the former,for two Reaſons alſo: 
nes, That the pure ſubliance = _ 

erve 
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ſerved from corruptiot) and death : the 
other is,that ir may more freely exerciſe 
its vectues and ations,as being free from 
irs groſs dregs:for when that Which is im- 
pure, poſſefles and contains that which is 
ſubltancially pure, ic neyer ceaſes to op- 
preſs ir, til] ir hath-quice vanquiſhed and 
ſuffocated ir , and by that means made 
way for morcal corruption; which never 
approaches near ſimple and pure things, 
bur haunts all fowl and impure ones, 
Now every ſnbſtance is of ir ſelf ſimple 
and pure , and by conſequence not ſub. 
je& co corruption and death ; as we may 
obſerve in all ſaperiourthings,which are 
free from Excrements, but inferiour 
Bodies are otherwiſe; for they lie in the 
midft of che impure Excremenrs of this 
World, which naturally defiroy and 
mortifie their Gueſts , whereas putity 
enlivens and conſerves: corruptions and 
morrifications ſurround men, becauſe of 
the mulcirude of Dregs and Excrements 
chey are infeſted wich, which make 
them live a ſhore and miſerable life , as 
loaden with Eramnies and Dilcaſes; 


ſo that they are here detained as a guilty 


MalefaQor in an obſcure filthy FROM 
: wage 
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who, being. dubious. betwixt death and 
hope of Life, lies rhere obduced. wich 
moldineſs, infelted with vermine, and 


nouriſhed; wich immund' and corrupt 


meats: forall Aliments are impure, and 
carry With them an Executioner, to wit, 
hidden. poyſon : whence we ar length, 
take our ,own death in our own hands, 
and ſpontaneouſly kill our ſelves, ſeeing 
our Aliments hayeſo litcle of enlivening 
and nouriſhivg vercue in them, and that 
ſo cloſely enveloped with Excrements , 
that} che .. digeſtion of: the Rlomack , 
though ſtrong , . can. ſcarce attraRt ut: 
now we eating ſuch meats, do ingeſt 
poyſon with the good ſubſtance ; which 
encring our Bodics , Cealſes not to be 
augmented and accumulated ; till it ob» 
ſcure and extinguiſh the vital Light , or 
rather Natures legitimate Action,which 
is Viyification, . unleſs ſome Medicine 

or, Separation retardor ſuſpend ir, 
Corruption, then is induced by Ex- 
crements;and ic may happen rwo ways 
eicher from the Parents Seed, who 
being. not well, and by conſequence 
corrupt, produce corrupt Seed; dege- 
nerating more from Generation to Ge- 
I ne- 


[\ 3.) OR, 

heration: but this is {ofar fabje& ro Me- 
dicinal Corrnption,as that by help there. 
of, the conrie of its ativity rowards 
Morrification may be ſtayed or re- 
tarded, 

., This Corruption may nor 1mproperly 
be called that Malevolent Saran, who 
goes about continually teeking whom he 
may devour : for which cauſe, this wan- 
ders abour rhe Terretirial Globe or the 
Excremcnrs of the World, which have 
their principal ſeat on the Earth, which 
alſo ernQare their Corrnption upon ©- 
ther Elements : and thus Men living of 
them and in them, are -corrnpred in 
chem and by them, and ſorhey produce 
corrupr Seed , which time renders 
more and more corrupt : for onr age 
being more ' vitions and | diflolute 
chen that of our 'Ancefiors, 'hath ren- 
dered us worſe then they z 'and rhe 
next irs probable wil be worſe then 
nz, and the nexr'more diffolnce fttll. 

'The fecond rife of Corruption is from 
the continual uſe of roo rooexcrementis 
rtous Almencs,by which our Bodies are 
depreved; fo thar this infeRion will 'paſs 
from tre Parent tothe Son, as we fee 

in 
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in the Leproſie and other hereditary 
Diſeaſes. Now theſe Aliments deduce 
their Corruption from the place where 
they ate generated : for- after thie Ale 
migatyCreator had diſpoſedthe confus'd 
Chaos, he ſo ordered, tharthe luperjonr 
Bodies ſhonld remain pure and fubcile, 
bur the inferiour groſs and impure, be= 
cauſe 1t 1s rhe Nature of pure ſubſtances 
ro aſcend to the place of their origine, 
bur of Excrements to deſcend ro-the 
Centre. | 
And hence ir is , That that which is 
pure in Animals and Vegetables, is 
elevated and aſcends higheſt, and makes 
them aſcend & increaſe with ir, till ir be 
freed from: the Excrementitious Maſs , 
Which ſubjeRs ic romorral Corrnpuon, 
and. that ir may attain-the place that'1s 
remoreſt from Excrements, and live 
without alteration or ſpot ; for the ſame 
canſe alſo more ſpiritual and ſubcile 
Creatures inhabir in higher places;, as 


being purer, and finding their Aliments 


more convenient, and like their natural 
ſubſtance : butſnchas are coporal., . in- 
habit lower places, where they are 
immerged in dregs and filth, that have 
24 rheir 
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their place in lower parts ; whence they 
zre corrupted by that of which they 
live, which is mixed with mundane 
Dregs: for whatever theEarth and other 
Elements ( which are the Recepracles 
of impurities) can produce , 1s cortupr 
and maculated; and rherefcre induces 
corription and defilement upon all 
Bodies that nſe ir for Aliment : And 
thus Blood acquires an 111 diſpofition, 
which afterwards, beger 11 humours ; 
but 1n ſome more , in others leſs ; ac- 
cording to the inquinated ſtate of the 
Parents, and the abuſe of the corrnprive 
things , which cauſe mortality and de- 
firn&ion: for if the Earth and the Fruits 
thereof were as pure as the Heavens, 
all Animals would live as long as the 
Celeſtial Incolifts : _ Bur Nature hath 
ordained this for a Law , That chat 
partakes more of corporeity , ſhould 
dwell about that that's moſt corporeal; 
and that which is more cortuprible and 
inquinared, abour chat chat's likeſt to it 7 
but the Earth is loweſt of Bodies ; and 
therefore: molt groſs and corruprible, 
Nothing therefore . can proceed from | 
It,,. bur what is like ic ; unleſs its cor- 
ruption 


II 
ruption and impurity be ſlayed by the 
Art of Separation, and all its pure ſub- 
flance extracted from its Body; which a 


true Philoſopher may by induſtry ef- 


fe, 

It never was, nor yet 1s, my intent to 
offend Phyfitians, to whom I owe much 
honour ; yer I, wich many learned men, 
admire , they do not better inſtru A- 
pothecaries, rhar they may be mote 
curious in preparing Medicaments.; 
whilſt themſelves may obſerve how oft 
they have been fruſirated' in ſucceſs, 
when they proceed after the vulyar 
manner : for they will cure and reſtore 
ſick and weak Bodies,by offcring them a 
ofeat deal of Pottage., wherein there is 
yet ſo much impurities and groſs dregs, 
that, very lictle pure ſubſtance, wherein 
the curative faculty confilts, remains ; 

which.is ſo immerced in their Poyſon, 
that they have. no power againſt the 
Diſeaſe. : neither can Nature help their 
operation z fox ſhe is ſubdued in this 
confli& , by the impurity of the Reme- 
dy on the one ſide, and the cauſe of the 
Diſeaſe on another : which is all one, 
45 if a Man ſhonld drive away Corrup- 
I3 tion ' 
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tjon by corrupted & corrupting means; 

which is impoſſible : for Rain never | 
dries up Rivers, nor Fire extinguiſh a 
Flame ; nor yet Corruption expe! Cor- 
ruption, They alſo attempt the Re- 
'ſanrarion of their Patierts debilitated 
'ftrevoth,by Aliments of eafie digeftian, 
which they think partake of little im- 
purity , and ſo are not ſnubje& to Cor- 
ruption : neyer canſidering , That this 


-way cannot - much profic them z fot |; 1; 


though hey uſe very choiſe Aliments, 
er are they not of much advantage, 
cauſe they are indued wich no aRion 
"or power that can either exterminate or | :P 
"teffen the morbifical cauſes, bur onely 
refulciate their miſerable lives, almoſt | * 
*xuined by weakneſs; never freeing them | © 
from death , unleſs that Nature ſpon- | fl 


oo» 
» 


rayeouf], ariſe ard oppoſe the motral 01 
- Machinations of her Enemiles , 'or eſe | + 
"he Patient ſeek help fromſome'exqui- be 
"fire Medicament, bronyhr by ſome pe- b) 
'xlite Arrificers induſtry ro ſaperparutal ab 
_Phicity and perfeAion ; which being free of 
"from Cortuprion, may reſtore ' the Pi 
priſtine vigour, and by this means, ty 


eradicate the cauſe of the Diſeaſe : ' for 
even) { 
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every trae Medicamenc ſhould effe& 
rwo OPerarions , to Wit , - purge fr 

Corruption , and reſtore lolt Zhi 
and in this the whole Baſis and Art.of 
Medicine conſis, though the lefler of 
the two parts is onely in uſe, raw, 
Purgarion ;. the more excellent, to wit, 
Reſtauration , being whoily aboliſhe 
ed, or through ſloath or avarice ne- 

olefed, | 
_ And that theſe things are thns carried, 
1s appareng from certain Potions intro- 
ſumed, which have no other effeR, bur 


.onely to make the Belly laxative , or 


purge out not that matter that - cauſes 
the Diſcaſe, bur ſome ather Excrement, 


that hath nothing ro do with rhe Diſ- 
eaſe; or elſe through 5he il! preparation, 
diſpenſation, or impertinenrt adaptath- 


on of fimples , cauſe ſuperfluons eyacu- 


ations, rothe rllipe of Naturegtoo weak 


before, bur now more enervated; both 
by reaſon. of vacuity , which it abhors 
above all things, and alſo by reaſon 
of . violent motion cauſed by. ſuch 
Purges, 

And thus they rather procure Deara 


then Sanity 3 for Narure can no more 
I 4 endure 
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endure violent morion then vacuity;ind 


ſhe is very impatient of thele two her | 


ſworn Enemies, which attempt ſo evi- 
dently bet deſtruQion, 

And for this cauſe , common Medi- 
cine ſeldom cures obſtinate Diſeaſes by 
their Compoſitions, as they commonly 
Prepare them : and if amongſt many, 
any one be cured, this happens nor 
becauſe of Pills, Boles and Portions; 
but of che ffreneth of Nature, which 
is able co overcome theimpure quantity 
mixed with theſe remedies, and extract 
ſomething'ont of rheir pure. ſubltance, 
commodious for its ſubſidy ::or eife, be- 
cauſe the' | poyſonons/ quality | of ' theſe 
excrementitious and'corruprive things, 
is rejeRted and expelled by Nature ; 
which is of that "power ,- that it carties 
with it-fome portion of the-peccant 
humour which is like to ity by attraction 

_ and ſympathy. | 
And thus an exrraneons Medicament, 
impnening the-Body , moves Nature - 
which provoked and prepared to refilt 
this her Enemy, reje&s and violently 
impngnes what is contrary to her. And 
now, if a Medicament ſhould always 
| be 


Es 


_ eas as ©. as 6 v» ci. i. tc a6 h& ©; 
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be convenient , and nor contrary to 
Nature, it ſhould be purged from its 
poylon,that is, from its excrementitious 
Maſs. 

Wherefore a Medick ſhould firſt chuſe 
ſuch rhings , as are convenient for, and 
held: ſymparhy with Man's Body ; and 
freechem from cheir impurities, or at 
leaſt chnie ſach as contain in them the 
general rercue, or invate purity s which 


' Purification: cannor be effeed, till the 


impure and noxious be ſeparated and 
deftroyed, and the pure reſtored, which 
lay buried ard ſuffocated under the 


:Excrements. | 

-\/ Bur ir being none of my Profeſſion to 
»make Medicaments, I wall not further 
- treac of this buſineſs ; bur will return 


into the - way whence I have 2 little 
ſwerved, I ſay therefore, Seeing there 
is no inferiour thing, but that's infe&ted 
with Poyſon, immerged in Excrements, 
2nd buried in Dregs, that cauſe irs mor- 
tification, and hinder -the liberty and 
ation ot its legitimate ſubſtance, Na- 


+ ure 3s confirained by a certain neceſſity, 


to make uſe of Separation z which 1s 


' effected by diviſion of the pure from the 


impure 
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impure, the ſubtile from che groſs , and 
the ſfalutary from the deſiruRtive patr, 
Bur becauſe this admirable Agent woiks 
her operations in darkneſs, labouring 
in > by a ſecret digeſtion , ſhe ne- 
ver exceeds ſimple perfetion; for here- 
ro onely is her power extended : 
whence corporal - Elements , being 
por able to conduce ro the higheſt 
degree of their proprieties, the Bo- 
dies wherein they are included 3; Phi- 
lolophers prudently endeavour. tO {e- 
parace their ſubſtance from their cor» 
ruptive Maſs ; and after this Separation 
in Natures way, to wit, by Digeſtion 
and Sublimation , ro-catry them to the 

higheſt degrecof purity ; getting them 
by Regeneration a new form, taking 
away their former Nature , Qualities, 
and Proprieties, and changing their- im- 
pure Bodies into Spirits full of puricy, 
their moiſture and cold into dryneſs and 
hear : pratiling and effeing this, not 
onely in ſome ſpecies or fimples , butin 
the great Body of rhe World alſo, which 
1s our Univerſal Spirir : for uvleſs che 
Univerſal Nature of all things be re- 
newed, it 1s impoſſible ro -bring it to 4 
ſtate 


| 
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ſtate of incorruption, Regeneration 


then 1s rhe fir{t Fruits of Separation ; 
bur as a Grain can of 3t (elf cenerate 
nothing unleſs it die and putrefie in the 
Earth, fo ir is: impoſiible any thing 


- ſhould be renewed or regenerated, ſave 


by precedent morrification, 

Mor: ification then is the firit Rep to 
Separation, andtheonely tra co that 
end :- for as long as Bodies remain in 
their 1d Corruption and origine, Sepa- 
ration cannor reach them, unlels putre- 
faction and mortification lead the way : 


«which alſo ' our Lord Jeſus divinely 


ravohe, ſaying, Unleſs thar a Man, Jike 


-a Grain of Cory, die, he cannor acquire 


life incorruprible- : nor as if he meant: 
that life incorruptible ſhould be ac- 


quited by dearh corporal '; for then 


impious and wicked Men, by dying 
would attain BRearituie with the Good 
and Juſt ; bar' he meanx that the old 
Man ſhould die, that is , mortifie and 


' ſeparate his old Corruprion from him , 
which heattraRed from the Seed of his 


firſt Parents, 
And this Corruption is properly in- 


temperance and exceſs', introduced by 


_ he 
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the eating of the forbidden Fruit, by | 
which Death entred the World ; and 


lince which, Man ceaſed not to die, be- 
cauſe afterwards the Earth and all it pro- 
daced were infected by the Poyſon of 
the fraudulent Serpent hidden 1n their 
Aliments, whoſe enticements led Man 
ro tranſoreſſion, and to the eating cf 
Fruit wherein death was included, 

And this corrupting Serpent 1s he 
that I call Satan, who creeping, and 
Without ceaſing going about the Earth, 
mixes his Poyſon therewith , and with 
all things it produces, to wir, Animals, 
Vegerables and Minerals, with intent 
to infet the World with his Poylſon, 
and ryrannize over Man, bh 

Upon this intemperance and excels 
in. diet, a privation of Verrue follow.- 
ed: for Vice 1s nothing but anegle&t 
of what is juſt, and juſtice' is a tem- 
perace deſire, and continual progreſs to 
good. 540 

' This intemperance then and exceſs 
muſt die in us, becauſe it generates all 
kindeof ſininus, and ſimulates us to. 
malice and impiety ; and therefore we 
are injoyned to live ſoberly, and ſhnn 
oluttony 


) 


by | 
nd 
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 elurrony and drunkenneſs, the true 


Authors of all carnal] luſts , and that we 
falt often, ro extinguiſh thoſe internal 
flames , which move our Sences , and 
burr our Blood to Corruption, 

The Anatomilts of Man , know, that 
Man is twofold ; the one Celeftial and 
immortal, the other Terreſtrial and 
corruptible : and thfe firſt is as a So- 
jourter, the ſecond as a Priſoner, 

Bur here ariſes a great Queſtion, How 
it comes tO paſs, that the heavenly Man 
cin, whilt buried in chis purrid and 
corrupt Carkaſe , conſerve his eſſential 
purity 2 for ic is manifeſt , Thar a Li- 
quor , rhough never ſo precious and ex- 
cellent , will loſe its ſaponr and odour, 
if it be long contained in a linking 
Veſſel : and Manalſo, thoneh never 
ſo ſound , is ſabje& ro infeRton, if he 
dwell in a peſtilent Houſe : a heavenly 
Man is of himſelf good and fincere bur 
as he is joyned to the Terreſtrial , to 
whom impurity and vices vaturally ad- 
here , he can ſcarcely remain-ree from 
ſpors, | | | 

The' depravation of this effential 
purity , depends without doubr on the 
eating 
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eating the forbidden Frait z or to ſpeak 
more exprefly, on the intemperance of 
Aliments, condited with pernicious and 
contavions Corruption: for which caule, 
this intemperance & corrup.ion malt be 
mortifiedzthar the old Deſtroyer of Man 
may be reſirained,8&'thar that may be re- 
paired by newre(s of life,which makes us 
like our heavenly Father jn incorruption, 

And our Reftorer Jeſus hath raught 
us two Ways to Regeneration : one by 
the Warer of Baptiſm, and rhe other 
by che Fire of the Holy Ghoſt, Woarer 
waſhes away the ſpots, and Fire con» 
ſumes and {eparates all impurity from 
the pure eflence : and as his precious 
Blood (which tis true Wacer indeed) 
puroes away our fins, and ſaves us from 
that death, which the mortal corruption: 
of our eatthly Parent 'introduced .; fo 
Water difſolyes and purges away 'thoſe 
excrementitious impurities which .Coſ- 
rupt all ſubſtances, The Fire of the 
Holy Spiric conſumes and ſeparates 


the excrementitions impurity of fins, 


and fo the yulgar Fire blots our theim- 
purity of Bodies ; which ſhould there- 
fore be mortified, that ic may be rege- 
nerated 


[12 

nerazed; and this Mortification is thar 
PutrefaQton and Digeſtion , which. firs 
It to receive Separation ; and this Mor- 
tification is chen wrought in us, wheh 
the Sup of the Holy Spirit riſes upon 
our Hearts, and warms our Centre , 
confuming by lictle and little rhe cor- 
ropr "affections of old eAdam. After 
rhe ſame manner, the Chymical Fire re- 
verberacing irs flame abour the Body 
that is'ro be purged, burns and anntht» 
hres that that is of an extraneous Na- 
rure;; and 'thar more or leſs, as the 1m- 
purity is more or leſs obliinare to Sepa= 
ration; which is effe&ed by Diftillatt- 
ON, 

This thenischeright way which Na- 
core obſerves in the Regeneracton of 
all things ;- which willhave no landable 
effe&t m Medicine, unleſs they be ge- 
venerared \by Warer and Fire. Bur 
che fame things after 'this ſecond Natt- 
vity'are moſt free in their yerrues and 
ations 4 whereas before, their vital 
funAions were buried in an Excremen- 
tirions Maſs 2 and though the benign 
infinences 'of Heaven had given them 


\ much vertue,, yer could norrhey exert 


It; 
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ic: even ſo a Man, whilſt he is de. 
' rained in the impnre Priſon of old A- 
dam, he can produce no good and lau- 
dable ation, 

But before 1 proceed further in the 
praQical explication of theſe things, 1 
muſt recurn ro my beguneorder, to wit, 
thar after I have given the definition of 
Separation, and declared of how many 
kindes it is , that now I may ſhew whac 
theſe kindes are , whence things pro- 
ceed to be ſeparated , and whence this 
ſeparative vertue ariſes, And I have 
ſufficiently demonſirared, Thar there 
are in Bodies twoparts : the one is an 
Excrement , the other ſubſtance ; rhe 
one accidental, and the other ſubſtan- 
tial : for ſnbſtance fimply conſidered, is 
wholly pure, and without Corruption 
but an Excrement wholly impure,mixing 
it ſelf wich the ſubſtance, and con- 
raminating and ſnbyercing its purity. 

The Generation and- Formation of 
ſubſtance is ſufficiemly dereRed in the 
rwo firſt Chaprers of this Book : It now 
refis that T explain the Nature and Qua- 
lities of Excrements : where I inter, 
frcm the aforeſaid Narration; that no- 


thing 
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thing bur Excrements ſhould be ſe- 
paraced ; ſuppoſing this for undeniable, 
That among! paſſible things in this ſub- 
Innary World, nothing is void and free 
trom Excrements : for when God ſ{epa- 
rated the parts of the World, he com- 
manded , That ſome ſhould deſcend ro 
the loweſt Region, 'as parcaking of thie 
eroineſs of rhe firſt matter, and thar 
they ſhould there congregate amongſt 
themſelves : and of this feculent Maſs, 
the Earth was formed , which is never- 
tbeleſs indued with ſome part of pure 
ſubſtance , thongh diffuſed through its 
thick craffinde : after that Phorbms had 
ſlain the monſtrous Pyhor , ſwelled up 
with poyſonons humonrs, which was ge- 
neraced of themud of the Earth;rhar is; 
when the innate ficcity had imbibed rhe 
ſuperfluous humidity, by rhe opefation 
of natural hear, the Earth begun to feel. 
the a&ions of this ſnbſtance included 
n its breſt : which ſubſtance. is that 
ſpiricuons matter which is never idle, 
but alwayes imployed about Genera- 
tions and Vivifications , which may 
here be properly called the Earth , be- 
canſe the proper and yertuous _—_ 
K © 
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of the Earth, is thar alone chat by pro- 
per corporation generates all Bodies 
according to individual Idea's, as I have 
deſcribed it in this Ode, our of which 
I ſhall take whar is convenient for my 


purpoſe. 


I efprit poite ſur la face 

De ceſte imaijecfte maſſc, 

I” en virounant 10K! au.ou!, 
Feit ſeparer la maticre 
Peſante de lalegicre, 

Et la nowe unitt du jou”. 
Puis de  bumeut a maſſe 
Le corps pins peſant, & fi od 
Feit ta roundeur compaſſe 
Que d'un ſerrement eſtroit 

I eau ou { air contrebalance 
D*un poids fi ferme & egal 
Que ſans ſouffrir meſme mal 
Ne per choir en decadence. 
Puz verſant t ame an dedaxs 
Et les ſemenres du monde 
La feit nuriſſe feconde 

Du ciel > des feux ardens. 


When yet the world did in a Chaos lies 
The Spiric full of fiery heat did flie 
Abont the ſurface of this ſhapeleſs Maſs, 
And ſo fomented it,” that what erſt was 
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One lump without all form, did now begin 


By Separation, which was wrought therein 
b 
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By this ſame Spirit, a multitude to makg 
Of Bodzes, and likewiſe of forms to take 
A number almoſt numberleſs : and now 
Light things aſcend, and heavy things below 
The centre ſeek to paſs: the day breaks ont, 
And all the ponderows reliques preſs about 
The centre, where ſtaying themſelves they 
(make 
A round terraqueons Globes which nought 
(can ſhake 
Ont of its place ; for "tis on every ſide 
Equally balanced, and cannot ſlides 
Seeing no over-weight preſſes one part 
More then anether : hereto the'Stars ins 
Their influences, which by life andſeed 
Make this great Nurſe all things to keep and 
e084, 


And ſeeing 10 this Univerſal Separa- 
tion, that which is more fiery and ſub- 
tile, chuſes the higher Sear ; and 
tha which is groſs and maſly, the 
loweſt, it follows, that Celeſtial Bodies 
are immortal, as being moſt remore 
and ſeparate from all imaund Dregs ; 
and that they are crooked, or excavated 
into rotundity , becauſe they flew up at 
once; for which cauſe alſo, Nature de- 
K 2 fires 
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fires a round form for eternal things, ag 
being moſt perfe& and indeficien : and 
on the contrary it follows, that Ter- 
reſtrial rhings muſt be obnoxtons 19 


corruption and death, becauſe contra- 


ries are conjoyned in their compoſition, 


to wit, Elemencs of contrary qualities: ' 


wherewith the impurities or dregs of 
the firſt matter were mixed; which were 
mot created pure, as ſome imagine : for 
then all thar proceeded- from them 
would be' mamorral ; nay, more, there 
conld have been no Generation in the 
World : for without contrariety of 
qualities and impurities, | there had 
deen no alteration nor mutation of 


forms ; bur all would have had one face | 


without diſtin&ion : all things wonld 
have remained equally pure and ſabrile ; 
andconſequently,wichour all ornament: 
ea, rhat I may ſpeak freely , rhere had 
Ecn neither miatrer, nor World created, 

It was therefore neceſſary, That the fub- 
tte fabſtance ſhould be mixed wich groſs 
dfregs: for where nothing but purny is, 
there 1s no aQron , becauſe there can be 
no aftion , where there is no patient, 
ſeeing whar is pare hath no power rang 
what 
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what 1s a$ pure, nor impure over as im- 
pure, Bur Nature being always occu- 
pied in ſeparating the pure from the im- 
pare, forthe preſervation of its cflence 
and vital encreaſe, hath this ſubſtance 
mixed wich impurity,for its ole ſubjeR ; 


which, recaining the (tate and Nature of 


irs Creation, is not nouriſhed, mnlripli- 
ed or av2menred, ſave with the nucritt- 
on, multiplication and accretion of Ex- 
crements, which are not conſubantial 
with ir, but onely Companions and 
Sitters of 1s natiricy, - And that theſe 
things are ſo, {ach have experienced, 
who by Divine Inſpiration have found 
the way to extra@ this fiti: matter, and 
tO corporate it in imitation of Nature 
which, whatever purity , cleanneſs, and 
Clarity it ſeems to have, yer is it always 
loaden wich a great quantity of Ter- 
reſtrial Dregs, which cannot be taken - 
away wichour great indutiry. 

I think chen, that T have by moſt valid 
Arguments demonſtrated , Thar every 
maſly Body is not nouriſhed and pre- 
ſerved by the viſible Eat'a, bur by ſpiri- 
rnous matter onely ; wiereby we ſee, 


that they very much abor :4 wich Excre- 
K ] ments, 
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ments, and that their whole Maſs is 
nothing elſe bur an Excrement, wherein 
this ſpiritnous Matter , that's apt for 
corporation, lurks invifibly : for though 
we eat anddrink, yer all that ingredes 
our fomacks , goes ont alomlt in the 
ſame quantity that we aſſumed it 10, We 
do not therefore extra& our yital Oyl 
out of irs Maſs, but that pure eflence 
and ſubſtance thar lies within ir. 

Briefly, That excrementit1ous part 1s 
nothing elſe bur che houſe of this pure 
ſubſtance, and the vehicle that carries 
this nutririve Spirit ro the place of di- 
ſribution, there to complear its dige- 
ſion and requiſite Separation, Are not 
Trees and Plants incorporated with this 
maſs of Excrements ? and is not this 
Maſs, the Conduit of their enlivening 
and vegetative Spirit, and as it were a 
fulciment that makes them grow ? I do 
not ſay , That all that is in a Tree, or 0- 
ther individual,is wholly an Excrement ; 
for in every thing, there inhabirs ſome 
particle of this ſubſtance , which I can- 
not juſtly call a Body, bur onely aching 
apt for corporation, Which Nature can- 
not wosk of it ſelf : for though what = 

| cc 
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ſe and touchis progenerated of matter 


| apr for corporation; yer thisBody is nor 


{ubſtancial, and nothing but Excremene 
is ſeep, So that Nature ſuffers nothing 
of char co appeargthat is the vital efſence, 
ſubltance or matter of rhe thing ; 'bur 
Arc, which by indu'try ſuperates the 
imple power of Nature, can do it well 
enough : for an ingenious Naturaliſt 
conſiders this, Thar chough the ſpiri- 
tuous matter and ſubſtance of things be 
nowhere pure in natural Creation, yet 
bein2 mixed with dregs , it may be ſe- 
perated by the digeſtion of the ven- 
tricle, Which rejeats Excrements, and 
retains the ſubſtance : not as if this Se- 
paration' were ſu">je& to light, burro 
the underſtanding by the appearance of 
the effe& , whereby we finde che dregs 
and Excrements rejeRed as. uſeleſs for 
the conſervation of the effence of a 
Body. 

Moreover, Augmentation, Reſtanra- 
tion, and Vivification, coming to Bodies 
by this ſubſtance, aſcertain us of this 
thing, though Nature whereby 1t as, 
hides the operation : the ſub(tance then 
being ſeparable, it muſt be innately pure 
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and homogeneous, or fimilar inall rs 
parts ; bunt chis puriry cannot be mani- 
feſted by Nature for her operations ; for 
the intentional perfe&ion of things is 
onely fimple. 

Bur an Artiſt, obſerving thar Heat is 
the onely Medium and Inſtrument 
which Nacvre aſes inthe attainment of 
this perfe&ion, and Fire the ſole Porger 


' and Separator, tending to perfe& puri- | 


fication : and further minding, thatin 
the centre of every Body , ſome pure 
fubRance- is contained , which can 
be naturally ſeparated, if not ex- 
a&ly, yer according to the extent of its 
faculries, he propoſes to himſelf the 
fame way, and the {ame Inſtrument that 
Nature nfes, ro wit, Fite ; which heſo 
adminiſters, as to deſiroy , burn or fe- 
paratethe Excrements, withour the de- 
fixrnRtion of the pure ſubſtance _—_ 
iy the centre ; which he continnes, til 
it be p:rfe!y pure, and the Fire have 
no ſurcher defirutive power over it, 
- but rather afts for its conſervation, 
exaltation , apd the mirodnftion of a 
TinQure and Quality like to it , and 
ſo art Jength convert this whole =_ | 
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fubltance 1nto its own - proper Na- 
rure, 

An Artiſt then, minding this fb» 
fance to reſide in all things, and that ' 
all things may be burned ; ſo rhar after 
combuliion , Aſhes will remain, which 
the Fire cannor devour, he prudently 
concludes, That in thoſe Aſhes there 
remains ſomething: not {nbje& ro the 
vi2our of Fire and Flame, And further 
incumbent on his work, he findes a 
kinde of Sdlr, not produced by Fire, 
bue rather the Victor over Fire, like 
the pure Gold of every burnt Body. 
This Salr 1s the laſt matter retiing in che 
Anatomy of Bodies , and ror Aſhes ; 
whence this Salt was ultimately ex- 


; trated, and onr of which, nothing 


can be further extra&ed : for if by hu- 
midiry it be turned wto Water, by hear 
it will be again concealed into Sajr, 
Whence we may conclnde, That this 
Water was CMercury , whence all Bo- 
dies were firſt created ; and that this 
Warer,hidden in the aſhes,hinders cheir 
tota] conſumption by combuliton,as the 
vniverſal Mercaryin the Bowels ofthe 
Earth,before the production of a, 
Where- 
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Wherefore the raed Ronillaſcus in 
his Wricings, calls this The Water of 
CMercurial Fire, becauſe Fize gene- 
rates, nouriſhes it ; yea, au2zments its 
ooodneſs fo much more, by how mnch 
it remains longer in ic : for the ultimate 
operation of Fire is to-make Salt; and 
Salt is nothing but dry Water , which 
acquires and conſerves its (icCity byFire, 
and chence ir is of like Nature to ir, 
And here I would not have any wen- 
der, Thar in the beginning of this Book 


Ifaid, Ther Fire is not without Mot- . 


ſure ; for ſeeing it is nouriſhed there- 
with , ic mult alſo participate thereof 
becauſe all things take their nouriſh- 
ment from that whereof they are made, 
So that Fire and Moiſture are as it were 
two Correlates ; the one whereof 
Cannot exi(t without the other z no not 
in imagination : and the Elements have 
without doubt , fach affinity and con- 
nexion one with another , and fo part 
cipate cne of another, that any of 
them miay be found in his aſſociate : for 


the Earthcontains Air, Water and Fire; - | 


Water, Fire, Air and Earth 3 Air, Earth, 
Water and Fire ; and Fire, Water, = 
an 
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and Earth : withonc which participa- 
tions, there could be no mutual con- 
verſion, and no ſympathy or conveni- 
ence, 

From .the Premiſes we may colle&, 
That nothing is deſtituce of Excre- 
ments, and rhat Excremenr and Sub- 
ſtance are the rwo confticutive parts of 
a Body ; and that nothing bur Excre- 
ment, as accidental, and not affine to” 
the eflence or ſubliance, ſhonid be ſe- 
parared, We may likewiſe gather, That 
Fire onely procures and facilitates this 
operation, | 

Bur it is time that we proceed and 
ſhew how this may be done : for it is 
not enoueh to ſay, That Separation is the 
beginning of the works of Nature and 
Art, nor ro know whar things are ſepara« 
ble, unleſs the praQtiſe & manner of rhis 
operation be alſo rendered intelligible, 
I ſaid. before, Thar there were two 
kindes of Separation : one for Di- 
ttin&ion and Ornament', of which 1 
will ſay no more, becauſe ir appertaing 
onely to Nature, not to Art: the ocher 
is made by Decifion or Diviſion, which 
I ſhall now explicate; © Iſaid before, 
Thar 
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Thar all things confitt of two parts ; 
Excrement and Snbltance : Subſtance is 
of ic ſelf ſmple and indivilible , whe- 
ther we take ir general for the firſt Unt> 
verſal matter, or in particular for any 
ſpecies , according to the impreflion of 
the Celeſtial Idea, which is infinite, 
This Subſtance or firſt Matter in every 
ſpecies of compounded Bodies, is one 
in eflence , vertue and qualicy : and in 
one and the ſame ſubject, one part can- 
not be of one ſpecies, and another of 
another : bur in Excrements it 1s other- 
wiſe ; for the better underfianding 
whereof, I will lay the following Rule, 
Thar there are bur two means or medi- 
ums for the complearing of all Separa- 
tions, to wit, Fire and Water : and there 
are but erwo things ſeparable in Bodies ; 

the one whereof is ſeparated by Fire, 

the orher by Water. In the firſt place it 

Is indubicable, Thar the Nature of Fire 
15s ſuch, as it defiroyes and conſumes all 
thac 1s combultible , and of Warer ſuch, 
as K waſhes and cleanſes all ſubflance 

from its impuricy that commaculares it: 

Fire devours all chars volarile,and of an 

Atry quality, becauſe ir is its proper vu- 

tri- 


fre 
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triment : bur Water divides all that's 
Terreltrial and groſs, Berwixt theſe two 
extremes then,there mult be ſome inrer- 
mediate diſpolition , which ſhould be 
kept and conſerved, containing nothing 
that's combulizble or impure in ic,which 
may be ſubjeRedro theſe rwo Warriers, 
Andit is manifeſt , That Adulitonand 
Dregs are the two Corrupters and De- 
ftroyers of all chings, which Divine Z;p- 
pacrates was nor ignorant of , when he 
jaid , Thar all Diſeaſes proceed either 
from che Air or Aliments ; infinuacing, 
that the excefs of excrementicious Ali- 
ments are ayt to receive corruption , 
and Excrements by Fire exceeding na- 
earal hear , are the inflaming and cor. 
rupting cauſes of cach Diſcafe 2 for the 
Excrements of Aliments, fill Bodies 
wich Terreſtrial impurities, and inflam- 
mable Air generates ſulphureous and 
adatt marrer, which eaſily conceiving 
horardonurs, confumes and diflipates 
what is radical and vical with ic elf ; 
carrying it becauſe the ereater parc. 
of it Is Coll ake leſs adulive. Dons 

then,mnd Adattion, are the two Authors 
of corraption , and thoſe chat hinder 
the 
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the vigour of ſubttancial aRtions in all 
chings, 

And if we require any Arguments to 
prove this, the ſink of Digeſtion and 
Excremencs demonſirates it 3 for thar 
ſame ſented in things that are burned, 
ſpeaks lictle of good to be there. The 
ſame is alſo evident in the fumes of Ex- 
crements which ſinking Bodies emit . 
for thoſe ſuppoſe corruption , and be- 
fides the corruption they generate,they 
alſo cauſe theſe two inconveniences ; 
the one is the hindrance of Penerration, 
the other of Fixation + which two aQRti- 
ons are abſolutely necelary for the con- 
ſervation of life : for that which nou- 
riſhes and tupports life, muſt needs be 
ſubtile , thar ir may by its ſubtile parts 
penetrate Bodies, and like a ſecrer Bal» 
ſam, roborate and angment the light of 
life in the centre of the Body : for if ic 
were groſs, it would rather obſtru&, 
ſpfocate and extinguiſh, then penerrate 
and paſs through ſuch narrow ways :and 
becauſe on the other fide ic conſerves 
life in irs ſtate, it ſhould in reaſon be a 
ſtable, and no fluxible thing ; for if ir 
were volatile, we might eyery moment 


expe 


pp yu ta, oa  VXYu 


F 43 
exoe& death, lelt ir ſhould be intro- 
duced by the corruption generated by 


 feculent aduſtion , which continually 


lays wait for our life, Groſneſs chen, 
hinders Inereſs,and Aduſition,Stabiliry, 
Hence we may take a good admoni- 
tion for Medicine,to witzthat every true 
Medicament introſumed for the re- 
Rorivg of ſirength, and profligating rhe 
cauſe of inſtant death, ſhould have two 
properties, to Wit, to pierce to the cen- 
tre of fanicy , and. preſerve the cen- 
tre, by dilaring and deducing it throngh 
the whole Body ; which the Ancients, 
with good ſucceſs, revoked to praQtiſe z 
and not many yeers ago, the too much 
hated Paracelfzs , who explained their 
operations ro polterity, which were ſo 
long kepr ſecret + andler him that will, 
affirm rhe contrary , . I doubt nor co 
aver, That nothing without the opera- 
tion of Fire , can be brought to purity 
and ſtability ; which rwo parts muſt be 
chiefly obſerved in making Medica- 
ments: ro which Afﬀercion this valid 


| Realondrawsme , Thar no body in its 


firſt original and form can be truely 


Medicinal , as immerged in the corrup- 
clon 
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rion of irs excrementiciousDregs, becauſe 


1c capnot atrain the place & ſeat of ſanity, 
nor yet preſerve ſanity, becauſe it wants 
{ubcilty ro penerrare,and fixedneſs requi- 
fire to theReſtaucation of what 1s corrupt 
and loft , and checonſeryationof whartis 
reftiored;which cannor poſlibly be attain» 
ed by the common way of preparation, 
neicher in ſubſ{tance,nor in infuſion : the 
impoſlibilcy hereof in ſubſtance appears, 
In that ſuch do nor purge without vio» 
lence, which cauſes rather perilous 
weakneſs, then falutary Reſtaurarion?: 
and as co infuſions, nothing can thereby 
be extraced ont of {imples, bur a little 
incrofity , which is innate in all Bodies, 


with a liccle of their excremenritious' 


Dregs, Hence infufion attraQts nor the 


internal vertue , but onely the external ' 


{apour of things, which in their centre is 
= differen from thar in their ſuper- 

cial matter : for commonly we ſee, 
all infuſions are bitter z which we are 
forced ro obdulcorate with Sugar or 


Honey, becauſe moſt Apothecaries are 


not ſo induſtrions , as toextradt che na- 

tural ſweetneſs wherein the Nature of 

the things conſiſts, from the things or 
infule 
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infuſe ; forall bitrerneſs proceeds from 
Sale, which hath ſweerneſs at the bots 
com, which cannor be extraſted by 
fmple infuſions, bur by Fire onely, and 
ingenious Artifice ; this ſweetneſs be- 
ins the very perfeRion of the Medi- 
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Hence eArnol/dus de villa nova ſaith, 
That if you know how to dulcorate what 
is birrer , you have the whole myſtery. 


' Which Brxceſtus was nor ignorant of, as 


appears by his Dialogue, entirtuled, De- 
Wmogorgon, 

Bur this occult ſweetneſs can never 
be manifeſted , unleſs it be quite freed 
from Terrelirial Excrements, and vo- 
latile and Aereal Aduſtion ; for the 
earthineſs thereof , gives It its extrane- 
ous ſapour arifivg from che Excrements 
of Salr , from whoſe variety, according 
to the ſpecies and place wherein they 
are generated, the diverlicy of ſapours 
doth ariſe : for all ſapour comes from 
Salr ; and by how much chere is more 
Salt , by ſo much is the ſaponr more in» 
renſe, And on the other fide, that 
which is volatile and Aery , begers ll 
and non-natural a which ſend our 
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aſtinch, which we perceive in their 
- burning, becauſe of the combuſtion and 
inflammation of the unQuons Sulphur ; 
and that volaule matter is an Excre- 
ment,is apparent from che ſtinking fumes 
of Bodies that are burning, whence 
ſmoak proceeds ;z that adhering ro the 
Chimney or orher part, which afterward 
retain the odour of the burne Bodies, 
and the bicterneſs of the Excrements of 
Sale, Andrthis is yet more manifeſt, by 
that blackneſs and obſcurity which this 
fome impreſles on all things it rouches, 
which grearly hinders the light and 
fplendor of Nature,which always deſires 
purity and freedom from darkneſs , as 


appears by that intenſe ſplendor ip per-_ 


fetBodies,a coken of their puricy,ſeeing 
others, more immerved in impurity, are 
more obſcure; as Merals perfe& and im- 
perfeR, precious Stones,demonſtrate, 
Bat if we would avoid long pereeri- 
nations, and according tothe oracles 
advice, rerminate our curious journeys 
1n our ſelves, by ſecking our the canies 
of our Diſeaſes, we ſhould eaſily finde 
them derived from rhoſe infe&ted fumes 
charobſcorerhe light of our ſanity ; and 
thence 


I 
thence deſume a manifeſt fign of whac 
is wrought within us : for a ſound Man, 
becaule of the internal claricy of his ng» 
rural diſpolirion, hath a cleer and lively 
coloured aſpeR: bur a lick Mangfrom the 
firit onſer of his dileaſeis pale and plum- 
beous, his vative vigour periſhing and 
decaying : and all rheſe mutations pro- 
ceed from the fumes of {ulphureous and 
excrementicions Aduſtion and Ipflam- 
mation , which extend chemſelves tho- 
row all the members, and by mediation 
of the pores, infe the whole Body, 

This paleneſs may alſo proceed from 

Naturesfecling her ſelf aggravated with a 
diſeaſe, and thereupon revoking all the 
pure and good Blood inwards , that 
muſtrivg up their forces ſhe may better 
oppoſe her-enemy, or ſuſtain his afſanlts : 
and upon this occafhion,theexterval parts 
are defiituce of their clarity ; and in chis 
confli& rhe external parcs remain as it 
were dead like Earthg8 tend to obſcuri- 
ty, becauſe Earth, wherein this barrle i$ 
begun,is naturally black , as on rhe cot= 

trary,Fire is by Nature clear and white. 

The Earth then on its 2:Þ 
ſpiſle and obſcrre, _ blackneſs = 
| S fv- 
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falphureous, fuliginous, and ſmoaky A- | 


duſtion , begers obſcuriry ; wherefore 
both cauſe corruption, deſtruction and 
ruine : and beſides theſe rwo, nothing in 


the world procures univerſal ruine; nei- 


ther is any inferiour Body exempred 
from theſe evils, fave Gold and precious 
Stones, which Nature hath brought to 
what perfeRion ſhe can, 

And fo Death is to other Bodies a 
perpetual enemy,leeking how to deſtroy 
them ; bur Nauure, as a careful Mother, 
how to preſerve her works ; who hath 
armed two potent and nimble Cham- 
pions ro help them, and withſtand the 
Adverſaries fury : one whereof is Fire, 
the expugner of ſulphureons Adnſtion ; 
the ocher Water, the expeller and driver 
vf Terreſtrial dregs, And as Nature is 
ingenious and (ubrile in all her operati- 
ons, ſois Art indued with equalſubrilty 
and induſtry. And there's noother way 
to Separation inſtituted by Nature from 


the beginning, but theſe rwo, which Nt 


ture her ſelf hath crodden from the non- 


age of che*Univerſe , whole firſt ſeeds, 
void,of form, and confuſedly mizedina 


Chaos, were diflolved in Water, and by 
che 


| o [149] | : 
the Spirit of God,the firſt Mover,moving 


upon them, divided and diſtinguiſhed 2 
whence the Separation of light from 
darkneſs proceeded , as alſo of diftin& 
forms from confuſion , of generations 
from barreneſs, and of death from life : 
and if. chings in the firſt commixtion 
were thus confuſed, as impure with 
pure, Excrements with Subſtance, Earth 
with Heaven, and life with death ; all 
were without action, power,eſſence and 
life, avd the whole confuſion uſeleſs, 
An Artilt therefore conſidering this, 
and obſerving, Thar nothing can exert 
ts vereueg till che confuſion of 1ts purity 
and Impuricy be ſeparated ; he takes 
Water and Fire for his Helpers, and fol- 
lows Natures copy , whoſe operations 
he ſhould obſerve with all curicſity,eſpe- 
cially in generating Metals , which are 
by ſo much the perfeQer, by how much 
they are more digeſted in the bowels of 
the Earth. This ſentence is then irce- 
fragable,That Water and Fire are the ſole 
general and principal means of Separa- 
tion ; but the compoſitionof things be- 
tng various, and one thing yielding with 


v9 | more cafe thep another, we mult alſo 
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a& variouſly upon them ; yet ſo, as not 
ro vary from the plain path, rhat na- 
tire has delineared : For aduftion and 
unAuous Sulphur, making a body in» 
flammable and infeQive , may be extra- 
Red one way ont of one body, and ter- 
reſtria} feculency another way in others, 
Caltination and Sublimation , Were in- 
vented to pnree aduftion ; but Diſtillat> 
ox and Diſſolutiox , to remove terreſtrial 
feculency ; and Deſcenſion, for the con- 
ſervation of weak and eaſily inflammable 
bodies : and all cheſe are either effeRed 
by fire ; as Calcination , Sublimarion, 
and Deſcenfion ; or by water , as Di- 
flillation and Diſſoltion. 

Bur becauſe both the Books of anci- 
evt ard modern writersſpeak ar large 
of theſe things , 1 ſhall not furcher la- 
bonr 1n their explication , becauſe 1 can 
adde nothing new., nox yer any'orh4- 
ment- or facilicy ro them 2 ir ray ſuffice 
if T adde any thing definitively , and 


known to my ſelf in general ; and hat | 


1s, that Calcination is invented, for your 
overcoming of hard and rebelliots 
things, ard for cominuity, and valid avd 
firm compoſition, which hinders ow 

on 


— 
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fon, and admits not of eaſe ſeparation : 
and hence four conveniencies ariſe ; the 
combuſiion of impure and ſtinking Sul- 
phur, che caſte ſeparation of ſuperfluous 
and extraneous carthineſs, the fixation 
of th2 inrernal Sulphur, and more 
prompt diflolurion, | 

For it is natural co fire to conſnme 
thoſe aduftible parrs, which are not of 
the efſence of a ſubiance, ro facilirate 
the divition and reje&ion of terreſtri- 
al excrements , to fix radical Sulphnr, 
and co multiply ſalt in bodies , which 
alone doth afcerwards admir diflolntion 
by water, 

I ſay therefore, that Caloination agrees 
onely to bodies , that becauſe of their 
continuity (carcely yield ; for ſpirits and 
volatile chivgs, which flye away by fire, 
cannot be calcined, unleſs ſome fixing 
thing be added , which 1s repugnant 
ro their nature, | 

Secing there is no orher end in Cal- 
cination, then to extract ſalts, wherein 
the berter parr and ſecret vere 
bodies confilt; xo which that corruptive 
aduſtion adheres, which in ſublimation 
we ſuffer ro eyaporate and flie away, as 
L 4 uſeleſs, 
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uſeleſs ; that the remaiving ſubſtance 


may be. berter freed from terreſtrial 


dregs, and eaſier educed by fire to py- 
rikcation and Rability, It 1strne alſo, 
that ſublimation requires ſome intenſion 
of fire; bur thar happens then chiefly, 
when the things to be ſnblimated are 
more profoundly mixed with rhe 
dregs of ſome other fixed body , chat 
rhey may more pertinacioully hold their 
terreſtrial impurities : and this kind of 
ſublimation'is moſt ſecure, fave when we 
work upon ſnbjets that have their 
dregs narurally more fixed, 

Deſcenſion hath a two fold uſe , one is 
to extra Oyl out of vegetables with- 
out combuſtion , the other to cleanſe 
fuſibles bodies, before they be made 
volatiles and theſe are the three kindes 
of ſeparation..made by: fire : now we 
ſhall ſpeak a- lirtle of. the other two, 
Diſtillation and Difſolution , made by 
water; and. the former -of theſe is 
made by inclination and ſtraining, that 
the limpidiry. of bodies may with was» 
cer come forth into. the water of 
diflolved yegetables: for rhat ſame chat's 
made by an Alembick, appertains to the 
order 


order of ſublimations, which 1s effe&ed 


' | by elevation, and nor by ablution, And 


though. ſome account this for an indif- 
ferent and but a mean way, yet ſay ir 
ſhould nor be reje&ed , bur much eſtee- 
med, asthat principally which Nature 
nes in her operations, and which ſhe 
eſtabliſhes , as the ſole medinm for 
the ſeparation of rerreſirial impurity 
by which alſo many things are bronghr 
co the height of rheir perfeRion, being 
by this kind of diltillation , elevared 
and ſublimared to their purity : Whence 
ſome Philoſophers have call'd it a ſecrer 
ſublimation. 

The ſecond operation by water ,, to 
wit, diſo/ution , 1s effe&ed by moiſt and 
moderate heat; as Horſe-dung, Saint 


| Maries Bath, the ſmoak of boyling wa- 


ter, of by infuſion in water, orelſeby 
ionhnmation in moiſt places : and the 
end of all theſe1is one, to wit, the re- 
daQion of the things calcined into wa- 
ter, that by this liquefaRion, the ter 
reftrial matter may by fraining , ſettle 
in the bottom of the veſſel: bur this 
ſubcile praQtiſe, and all of the like kind, 
fhould be reiterated; for if any would 


by 


 : _ 
by continual calcination, ſeparate the 


more fimple parts of the compound, 
and reduce to ſalt what hath the ef. 
ſence of ſalt ; he thereby creares mach 
loſs, for the incemperace and continna] 
violence of the fire, witli ſnblimare and 
evaporate 2 great part of- that which is 
wich fuch labonr ſought, ſo that nothing 


will remain , but a ſmall quantity of the 


joluble matrer, with a great deal of 


dregs; andbefides, rhat matter may by 


long abode in the fire, be made into 
olaſs: ir is berter therefore to flie to 
frequent reicerations, chen violate na- 
eure by the exceſs of any precinitancy, 
I found ſuch an inconvenience once in 
calcinating common Chryſtal , which 
while I defired to purge from irs excre- 
. ments, and by long ignition to reduce 
co its true efſence, I found both ir and 
its excrements made into glaſs,' and 
chence uſeleſs for my purpoſe: for thongh 
Chryſtal be clear, lucid and tranſparent, 
yet in Calcination ir firſt emits black, 
and then violaceous fames, as alſo ſtink- 
Ing and ſulphureons odours , which ſuf- 
ficrencly arreſt irs excrementirious 
earthineſs, as alſo whice fames follow- 

ing 


WA - 
ing afrer the trae Homogeneny of irs 
ſubſtance , which remains clear and 
fluid in ſmall quantity, till ir become 
trne chryRalline Salr z yea, by the dura- - 
tion of theſe laſt reiterations, its ingrate- 
ful ſent is changed into a moſt delicate 
one, like that of violets-powder. By 
theſe retterations of Calcinations , two 
more copveniences do yer ariſe : 

One is, that che thing calcined by aſ- 
ſuefa&ion ro the firegbrivgs ability and 
ſabtilry co the Medicaments, as I ſaid 
before, 

The other, that a body often-difſol- 


ved, acquires caſie penetration, and rea- 


dy ingreſſhon , as alſo more potent 
firength to change the ſtate of the pari- 
ent , from ſickneſs, to ſanity ; from 
weakneſs, to yicout ; from declination, 
ro reftauratiory and perfeR health: and 
theſe are the ordinary ways of all ſepara- 
tions, which have no other ſcope, then 
rhe purging of pore ſubſtances from ex- 
crements , andelevating of their terre- 
ſtrial grofineſs to a fiery purity, and 
from imperfe@ionto perfetion: Which 
Hermes hints at , when he ſays ,-that 
earth muſt be ſeparated by fire, and the 
ſubtile 
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ſubtile from the groſs ; which he ſays, . 
maſt be done with great care and ani- - 
madverſicn : For when he ſpeaks of the 
preparation of the univerſal Spirit after 
Irs terrificacion, and opens the way to, 
the preparation of all individuals , he 
would fignifie , thar there is ſomerhing 
in this earth , which can ſcarce be re- 
rained and conſerved; and this is a lighr 
and volatile ſpirit , which 1s kept by the 
remperament of fire. | 

Burt on the contrary , it will eaſily flie 
away with the ſeparable and more co- 
pious yolatile part, if in the operation, 
remperate fire} and a good method be 
not uſed with much patience , where the 

Artiſt ſhonld obſerve this rule with all 
diligence, that there are three diſtin& 
Sulphurs: whereof two are ſeparable, 
ro Wit, the external , which periſhes by 
Calcination and Diſſolution; and the | 

internal , which vanifhes onely by de- 

cofion; and the third is fixed , which 

is properly the Sulphur of nature , and 

the proper ſubjeX of irs ſubſtance: 

whereunto Philoſophers give the name 

of Agent, Fized-grain, or Element of 

bre, | 

As 
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As tothe external Sulphur z it is that 
firſt volatile and aduſtible water ; for ic 
1s plainly extraneous , and the firſt nu- 
rriment of fire : bur che internal is more 
rooted in, and united tothe ſubſtance, 


- and therefore yields nor , ſave to intent 


and continued hat: and therefore ir 
aſſumes all colours before ir egrede be- 
oinning firlt with black , which is the 
prime hgn of earthineſs , aduſtion, and 
corruption , and the anteceflor of py- 
trefation and corruprion ; and then 
pafſes throngh other middle colours, ri} 
at length ic pur on whiteneſs , which is 
the airy colour ; and then aſcends to a 
fery colour, or redneſs, in which the 
power of art, ard dominion of fire, is 
rerminated, and beyond which there 
Is no progreſs. 

Which thing the Poers fabulouſly 


concealed nnder the unconſtant form 


of Proters, who turned himſelf into vari- 
ous: monlirons. forms , that he might 
affrighr thoſe that would caprivare him. 
This variety of colours proceeds from 
the internal Sulphur, the true author 
and producer of all rin&ures and varie- 
ties, which are by Nature or Art ob- 

| ſerved 
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ſerved in any cabjh) Theſe colours may 
be alſo diſtioRly nored in the decoRion 
of the: firſt univerſal SubjeR, as I have a- 
bove (aid, Thar ic produced them 1n my o- 
perations : and fir{t,whireneſs preſents it 
ſelf , and then Natures Sulphur appears, 
which Geber ſays is white without, and 
red within : for redneſs immediately 
follows chis whiteneſs withour all help, 
ſave the continuation and angmentati- 
on of Fire ; whence one Philoſopher 
laid, His Stone was a Gold-Ring cover- 
ed wich Silver, 

I would briefly inſert theſe few words 
abour colours, not thar I would preſume 
ro teach the preparations and obſervartt= 
ons, which I know neceſſary for the 
perfe&ing of rhar great and ſo much 
praiſed Philoſophers Elixir; but onely rhar 
I may ſhew che curious Diſciples of 
learned eMedea, which induced by pro- 
found and ingenious inquiſition, ſeek co 
enter the ſecrers of theſe myſterions 
Phyficks,wharSulphurs muſt be:rezeRed, 
and what muſt be retained in all chings : 
I hope, Iſhall ſpend thar time well, 
which I have ſabſtrated from my houſ- 
hold-affairs, if Ireſftoreany vigonr or 

ſpark 
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ſpark of life, to thar languiſhing part of 
Natural Philoſophy, which envious Men 
bave buried in the Sepulchrce of Calum- 
ny, under the odious title of abnſive 
Tranſmuration and falfifying of Merals ; 
rhough ignorance onely ſtop their eyes 
from diſcerning this crane myRery, which 
they load with opprobrions contume- 
lies, and injurions words ; grounding 
their malice onely on the malicious lies 
of impudenc duilards , who run abour 
Ciries, ſell ſmoak , avd obnubilace their 
falſe Sophiſtications under the coat of 
thi: fair Virein 5 deceiving the eyes of 
the. roo credulous Commonalty with, 
their pioments , and by their Syrenical 
and fraudulent Speeches, precipitating 
curious Inquirers into Secpila or (he- 
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CHAP, 4, 


Of the Spirits aſcezt 1nto Hea- 
wen and deſteit into the 
Earth. 


w= Almighty Creator of all things, 
foreſceing from the beginning, that 
infetion and corruption growing with 
things componnded of Body and Spirir, 
would move continual and inteſtine 
wars, he oppoſed a remedy to this dil 
ſention ; whereby the one may be con» 
ſerved, and the other nor deſtroyed: 
and ſecing the Spirir and Subſtance were 
included in a Body , andthe Body im- 
merged in corruption, it was impoſhble 
char corruption ſhould a&R upon and 
prevail over the Body, and yer the Spiric 
placedin both ſhoyld be kept free, and 
incur no danger ; bnt rather, that with 
the Body ic ſhould yield ro deaths Ty- 
ranny, which alwayes intends Natures 
deſiruRion , and the profſiirntion of all 

in- 
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individuals: which thing needs no proof, 

buc appears ſufficiently manifeſt, from 

che vatural , and ſomerimes the imma- 

cure epd of Animals, Vegetables and 

Minerals, which we ſee every day by 

their corraption , when the Body being 

dead, the Spirit mult undergo the ſame 

fortune ; that is, the -yertne that en» 

livened ir, is annihtlared : bur becauſe 

the prime Opificer would be admirable 

in all his works, of his meer goodneſs 

and love to Mankinde , who fromrhe 
beginning he predeſtinared to be the In» 
liroment of his Glory, and ro whom he 
ſnbjeted whatever was admirable in 
the Creation; for his Commodity, I ſay, 
he gave certain expedient Remedies, 
whereby he might not onely purifie and 
peifeQ the things created, bur alſo, pre- 
ſerve and arm himſelf againſt the aflaulrs 
of mortal corruption, 

Knowing then, that the two parts of 
Man were one created in another, to 
wit, the Spirit in the Body, and thar the. 
Body would be continually infe&ed by 
corruption , and by ſenſuality , drawn 
and allured rointemperance, which in- 
ters the true RC and — 
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of all the members;he toreſaw, that the 
Spirir inhabiring like a Gueſt in the Bo- 
dy » could nor be exempted from its 
contagious depravation : and we ordi- 
varily ſee, Thar Men given to exceſs of 


intemperance and ſenſuality., accuſtom | 


themſelves to ul manners, and take 
liberty in all corruption, 'both of Minde 
and Spirit ; neither regarding Love nor 
Fear to God, Honor or Reſpe&ro the 
World , nor Piety to themſelves , nor 
Eharity towards their Neighbours, So 
thar it is impoſſible, if they be thus 
bound co inquinacions in death , bur 
their Spirics muſt undergo puniſhment, 
as they have participated of pleaſure. 

. Seeing moreover, all mankinde by the 
fall of our fick Parent, obnoxious to 
death, and thence every Man inevirably 
ro incur total defiruRion and perdition; 
he mitigated, or rather redintegrated 
this Miſery by. an admirable Remedy, 
far exceeding our capacity : for knowing 


Man by his Spiric and his Body to partt 


Cipate of Heaven and of Earth, the Re- 


medy alſo he made ro partake of Heaven. 


and Earth , which is competible ſolely 
ro-our onely Lord , Saviour , and Re- 
deemer, 
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deemer, Jeſus Chriſt, - who deſcended 
from Heaven into the-Earth ; and by a 
myſtery incomprehenſible by us and 
common ſenſe, was miraculouſly made 
Man without the abdication of his Gods 


| head 3 becauſe our health conld nor 


come from Earth alone, corruption 
reigning there : but ir was neceſſary, 
thac cheWarer ſhould come from above; ' 
where the Fountain of purity is ;"-he 
therefore came down, that he mighc 
dwell in us, and with us ,. and conclude 
us within the terms of juſtice and rem- 
perance ;z regenerating ns to newneſs 
of life, by che mncation of our Spirit 
and Body, and mortifying in us our cor- 
mptions and fins, and reftoring.us to 
the ſtudy of purity of verrne ; which 
conld not haye been 'effeRted ſave by 
him alone, the extream of both Narnres 
forhe is God-Man, that he might con- 
joyn ſaperiour with inferionr things, 
which were diſ-joyned by che incom- 


| parable diſtance of life and death, puricy 


and corruprioa, k 
The Earth doubtlefly received this 
ineflimable treaſure far exceeding its 
merit, by a medium char cannor be com- 
| M 2 pared 


"OT, "TE 
prehended,from which he again aſcend. 
ed into Heaven , by the Water of pvrifi- 
cation, and Fire of the Spirit, withour 
accidents and corporal paſſions, though 
he depoſed nor his Body, bur rerained 
it incorruprible and glorious, having ac- 
quired immorcalicy by death.; who ſhall 
again deſcend from his Fathers right- 
Hand; into the Earth, after the Univer- 
ſal conflagration ,- ro renew the World, 
and make a Separation berwixt the good 
deſtined to life,and the evil condemned 


to death, 


See now- how well the Omniporent | 


Father, che Father of all compaſſions, 
conſulred for Mans good ; to whoſe Bo- 
dy ,//joyned with his Soul, he gave an 
equal Preſerver, - whom he ſet from 
Heaven, that h= might be born on Earth; 
and-whom, by the light of Nature , we 
oueht to ſeek. | t 

Seeing Man was therefore endued 
with:Reaſon and Judgement ,- thar he 
might acknowledge and comprehend his 
great pifts : bur Man, created heavenly, 
for the indacation ot this benefit, as 
roo forgetful: of his birth , lays one that 


noble and divine Licht within: him , in. 


e MM ſearching 


". 
ſearching ont frivolous and tranficory 
vanities , and nor inthe purſtic of ſolid 
widdom and verity. 

Briefly, he had ratherfollow the in- 
clination of his Terreſtrial Geniture, 
then Divine and Celeſtial Wiſdom , 
which he negle&s as athing indifferent, 
and caſually ſent to him from above, 
Wherefore the Roor of Mankinde is as 
ic were extingniſhed before it grow ont, 
(except ſome few who have had better 
Stars , and more favourable AſpeRs in 
theit Nativity ) they defiring che poſ- 
 kffion of rranſfirory goods , more then 
the atrainment of Divine and precious 
Gifts, which our fecund Mother Na- 
ture hath publickly and (in all places 
fixed, for the conſervation of life, hurr, + 
rather then helped, by their abundance 
immerged in mortal corruption: Andit 
is apparent , That thoſe that are of a 
bicher Spiric,chongh they look npon the 

cont and ſplendor of thoſe Mundane 
Riches, as no way deſpicable ;z yer they 
will nor reſt in this ſurface , bur ſeek ro 
Divine Vertne, occludedin the Centre, 
which hath indeed been canſe of grear 
errors borh — 7 Philoſophy, 
, 3 ro 
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roſuch as defticute of rrue light, groape 
ar, and in the dark paſs by both, 
Recalling then my mind co the clear 
light, by whoſe guidance we may at- 
tain that fſalutary and beſt remedy, 
which God ordained parciculatly for rhe 
conſervation of mankinde, and for the 
obtaining of Celeſtial benediRion z I 
fhall endeavor with all humility and re- 
quiſite finceriry, not as a Divine, but as 
a Diſciple of Wiſdoms followers , to 
adumbrate my conceptions in a rude 
Ryle; which the lovers of vericy may 
accept gratefully , if they finde them ra- 
tional and pleafing, | 
-. I fay then, that all onderſtanding 
communicared toany man from man a- 
lone, is uncerrain and confuſed, becauſe 
man is ordinarily loaden with igno- 
rance and flow” reſolutions ;' bur that 
which he receives from the'-univerial 
Light, is clear ard immoveable.” © Fot £0 
know abſolorely , "is to underfilant 2 
thing by «+ firſt cauſes : "and there is10 
certirnde-in (6cond'canſes, tilt we'come 
£6 their oripiteFs: Wherefore we cannot 
kvow the Naftire of a Species, wnlefs 
we foreknow itz” Genus ;' veirhet” cab 
| | We 
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we know the Nature of Microcoimes 
(which are almoſt infinice)unleſs we firſt - 
find out the Natnre of the Macrocoſme, 
that gives them being, Man likewiſe 
cannot be known , withour the prece- 
dent cognition of the world, whole effi= 
gies he 18 ; nor yet the great world, un- 
leſs we know whence and how it was 
made : For how ſhall one know a man, 
whole 'principle is nothing bur a ſmall 
deformed mucilage? or how ſhall a man 
know him that is born; unleſs he know 
thoſe that begor him? and here I mean 
not the ſecond , but the firſt Parents, to 
wit, heaven and earth : and unleſs a 
man underſtand the firſt creation of 
theſe, how ſhall he knowthem ? as an 
Embryo in a womb , which is nothing 
bur the congregation of a certain hus- - 
monr , which is afterwards formed to 
the example of irs parents, and ſo in 
progreſs , till ic become perfe&: 1o the 


Heaven, Earth , and all chat is therein, 
that is, all chis greae world, is like an 
.Embryoin the Chaos, whence nonecan 
have any light, unleſs he conſider che 


firk rudiments and progreſs of its di- 


fingien and formation, 
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Ler us therefore firtt 0 to the Foun-. 


rain and Spring, that we may thence 
trace the rivulets that flow fromir, and 
know them , and by examples of forms 
jadee of things formed, 

I fay therefore,rthat the prime and ah 
ſolute creator (who 1s as a point whence 
all proceed , andan inexhauſtible foun- 
rain whence infinite rivulets- iflne, 
harh a Nature proper and particular ro 
himſelf, which is to conſerve as well as 
produce the whole world: for itisthe 
property of a good Author, ro produce 
things - and when he hath procreared 
them, to conſerve and defend them. 

This firſt Effe&, which is Creation, is 
a ſecret that we are ignorant of ; we un» 
derfiand it nor , bur by-the affinity or 
likeneſs ic hath ro generations. 

But the ſecond is open and manifeſt 
to ſuch, at leaſt, as are illnminated, 
ele&, and born of the Spirit z bur nor 
to ſuch as are ſons of the fleſh, leſt pre- 
cious pearls ſhould be trod upon, and 
caſt ro ſwine, |. | | 

Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; bath perfeRed 
the former and: more excellent, aud 
raught ns,commanding us to imitate him 

| | if 


Spirit ,. whick in che Womb of this fe- 
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in all cood works , whereof he hath ſer 
us an enſample:For Nature walks always 
in the ſame trac, and neyer forſakes 
her ways, As therefore the univerſal Pa- 
rent or Conſerver , conſulted by his 
providence the common conſervation of 
all chings , from the beginning of the 
world: So Narure from the beginning 
had her intentions , and was always oc- 
cupyed 1n continual action abour pro- 
duRions : For as ic was neceſlarythar 
the ſafery of the Spiritual parr of man 


ſhould deſcend from above, ſo 1s ir like- 


wiſe as neceſlary , thar the ſafety of the 
Body ſhould come from the ſame Foun- 
rain, becauſe from below , where the 
ſeat and habication of corruprion. is, 
neither lifenor ſafery cn proceed. For 
what end do the Heavens , the perpe- 
tual Fountain of Reſtauration and Per- 
fegion , by the influence of their yer- 
res flow upon the Body of the Earth, 
which the benevolent Stars, with their 
benign AfpeRs, ſympathizing with the 
afflicted ſociety of mankinde, do daily 
graciouſly proſecute and affe& , bur ro 
generate in her a durable and enlivening 


cund 
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cund mother aſſumes a Body , and ma- 
pifeſts and dilares irs faculties through 
all the parts of che world , diſtributing 
them to each creature according to its 
exigency : and herenpon do the parti- 
cular powers depend, which we muſt 
know, by their effeQs in Herbs, Beaſts, 
Stones , and other things wich have 
- drawn cheir proprieties ffom this gene- 

ral Spirit, and do miraculouſly - conſerve 
us and other creatures. And as it plea» 
ſed God to enrich man with the perfe- 
Aion of his own Son, according to the 
extenſion of the humane Nature, and 
yet he would not have any one contami- 
nated with fins and ipjquicies, to ſeek 
remedies and health. from man, but 
from himſelf the crane Fonntain, whence 
all perfe&ion flows : ſo alſo Nature, the 
perfe& obſeryer of the Divine will, and 
imitator of his works , hath nor ſetled 
the perfe& vertue of curation and re- 
Rauration, in Herbs. and parcicular 
Crearutes, but would have us ſeek ir 
preciſely in the Centre, whence this is 
communicated to Creatures, ro wit , in 
the Earth, where this enlivening Spirir 
is generated: for if fimples are You 
Wit 
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with the vertue of curing, teftoring, non- 


 riſhing, and conſerving how much more 


hath the abundant diſpenſorof it,whence 
all cheſe receive ir ? but rhat the Earch 
is the treaſury and diſpenſor of theſe 
verrues, daily experience glves us ſuf. 
fient reaſons z for ſhe muſt needs poſl- 
ſeſs them, elfe ſhe conld not give rhem, 

Ic is therefore admirable, that ſo ma- 
ny egregions 'men ſhould ſpend their 
time in drawing their waters from ſim- 
ple rivulets, far removed from their 
pure Fountain, and running through a 
muddy current, and not go to the Foun» 
rains head, $30 

I do nor in the mean time contemn 
ſpecial Medicaments, bur I would thar 
Generals were more ſoughr after, and 
particulars not negle&ed : for rhongh 
a General Medicamenr might ſalve eve- 
ry Sore, yet particulars 'merit commen- 
dation; eſpecially in external ſuperficiary 
Diſeaſes, when the Centre of ſanity is 
not afflicted, 

That therefore 1 may retnen ro my 
Scope , 1 fay again, the Earth is the Ma- 
trix, wherein the Heavens bepet that 
Spiric , that Nontiſher , Reflorer , and 
Con- 


x1: "OP 
Conſeryer of Bodies, which alone gives 
ſolidicy and perfe& cure : and how this 
ſo potent and efficacious a Spirit ſhould 
be found and taken, all wife men ſhould 


dire& their cogitarions ro 1o uſeful an , 


1nquiſition, that they might oblerve the 
exemplary Steps, which Nature paces in 
perfeRing her intentions ; and hold this 
for a rule, though God infinicely excee- 
ding Nature , is not bound to natural 
reaſon, no more then a Monarch tothe 
Laws himſelf preſcribes, which yet his 
ſubje&; obſerve without inquiring why 
he preſcribed them : And who hath 
more faichfully and ſucceſsfully follow- 
ed this example, then Hermes Triſme- 
giſtus? who after the deluge, was firſt 
( as ſome ſay) rhat opened ro men the 
myſteries of the perfe&t knowledge of 
God, ond exaQly explicated Natures 
ſecrers : for befides char Angel-like 1n 
his Pymandrum , he explains Divinity, 
where he manifeſts the Do&rive of the 
Creation of the great and ſmall world, 


irs beginning , progreſs, and duration; 


oy, 


he alſo continnes his holy Philoſophy 
with the ſame handin his A4ſclepinm, de- 
clarivg with a ſpiric and voice prophe- 
rical, 
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tical , that the regeneration of -. man 


ſhould be wrought by the Mediation of 


the Son of God, indued with humane 
fleſh: he alſo induſtriouſly rouches the 


ſame Scope in his Tabula Smaragdina , 
where, he faith, that as all things in 
the world were made-our of one ſub- 
je& , by mediation.of one God, ſo his 
Magiſtery, which is the chief and gene» 
ral Medicine , may be perie&ed and 
compleared by adaptatisn onely; which 
adaptation 1s nothing elſe bur a Glaſs, 
where we may ſee Divine Meditation 


- #nigmarically repreſented , to ſhew 


that Nature neceflarily follows the Reps 
of her Maſter, wy 

He alto atcelts in other Books , Thar 
the Author of Regeneration ſhould. de- 
ſcend from; Heaven, and become Man, 
and live among Mev for their edificati- 
on. Heſays alſq in bis Tabula, (which 
be left as the laſt Teſtameurt and Teſti- 
mony of the excellency of bis thoughts) 
Thar this general Spirit, the Conſerver 
of Bodies, ſhall deicend from Heaven, 
to Wir, from the Sun-and Moon: (which 
in his Premaxdeamy be calls, The prin- 
cipal Rulers. in, chis Mandane ar x 
cuy 


[174] _ 

chy) to afſume a-Body in the Earth, 
which he calls the Spirits Nurſe, by the 
Mediation of the Air, in whoſe Belly 
he ſhall be carried, becauſe the Celeſtial 
Influences cannot be communicated to 
the Earth, unleſs the Air, which is like 
an Inrerceſſor, carry them rot: and as 
the Divine Reſtorer. and ProteQor of 
our Sonls, in the affumprion of humane 
Fleſh, depoſed nothing of his Divinity; 
ſo (faith he) the Univerſal Spirit ſhall re- 
cain and keep/llits Vertne entire,when 


it is curned into Earth, that is, when it 


aflames a Terreſtrial Body, 

God alſo willed his own Son,and our 
Redeemer, in his aflumed Humanity, be 
as it were regenerated by and wirh the 
Water of Baptiſm, and Fire of the Holy 
Spirit : not, that he needed any ſuch 
purgation, bur becauſe he was to con- 
verſe with Men contaminated with cor- 
roption, thar he might in all chings yield 
himſelf an example of Renovarion and 
Purification ; ' giving Mena vifible and 

e Teſtimony , Thar, according to 


the Fleſh, he wag of the ſame Natnre 


wich chem : not contaminated or cor- 


rupted, but obnoxions to paſſion, and 
equally 
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equally mortal as they. 

In like manner , our fecund Mother 
Nature , willed her firſt-born, though 
pure in his Centre, Thar he ſhould be 
regenerated by Warer and Fire, that is, 
by Separation of rhe Terrettrial from 
the fiery parr, the ſpifle from the ſubrile, 
and the impure from the pure : which 
Hermes allo aimed at, when he ſaid, 
| Thar the Earth ſhould be ſeparared from 
Fire : for what God hath conjoyned, 
Man ſhould nor ſeparate z bur onely the 
impure and groſs from the ſubrile and 
pure by Fire, 

And beſides this Senſe , which firſt 


offers ic felf to our IntelleAs, there is 


yet another more -occult meaning : for 
ſeeing by the Separation of Earth from 
Fire, he means, that thar's groſs, from 
that that % ſubtile 3 he ſeems to hinr, 
that we thonld ſeparate the narural qua- 
lities of theſe two Elements , by de- 
rating the moiſt frigidiry mixe with 
heavy Terreſtrial things, withont which 
that cold cannot ſubhſt, and by putring 
on hor ſiccity, which is of rhe Nature of 
= » andconſeovent]ly light and ſpiri- 
tual, 

For 


EE 

For which canſe, he adds, That ic 
muſt aſcend from Earth to Heaven, thar 
is, from imperfeRion-ro perfeRion: for 
Paracelſus calls Fire the Firmament : 
and as nothing can attain perfeQion, 
unleſs ic firſt depoſe its imperfeQ, groſs, 
and mortal bark, wherein this cold 
qualiry abourids, the cauſe of all morci- 


fication, as heat is of life'; ſo alſo, pru- 


dent Nature obſerves this Rule , Thar 
each ſubje& ſhould ſuſtain and- paſs 
the obſure blackneſs of dearth , and ex- 
peR the cleer ayd candid renoyation 
of life and immorcality ; that is, im- 
paſſible.efſence , whereon neither Fire 
nor.corruption hath any power. And 
aſſuredly,-rhe acquiſition of rhis life by 
dearth is naturally exerciſed by all Crea- 


cures continually z for all Sperm' or 


Seed of Animals is mortified in ſome 
Matrix, and of Vegetables in the Earth, 
before. any ſpecification can be made, 
Bnt if this rule takes place in the mem- 
bers , by-how much may we more ex- 
a4ly obſerve, and direQly imirate it in 


the head? and if the life acquired by 


' mortification, be of any duration , how 
much more ſhall that be perpetual, 
\which is principal? Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt taught cheſe things by fi- 
milicude of a Grain, which he ſays can- 
not fruQihe, unleſs ir firlt die ; ſignifying 
the myttery of his Reſurre&ion, which 
his Death ſhould precede : for he wil- 
led Death , that he might riſe toa gl6- 
rious and perpetual Life 2 .thereinnor 
onely giving example ro men, bur ex- 
preſſing the whole Idea of Nature, 

Thar divine and learned Ermite,,Mo- 
T1615 Romanus, who is often quoted by 
modern and natural Philoſophers, a- 
vers the ſame of the fixed Grain , 
wherero Nature hath given power to 
perfe& Merals : for he faith, Unleſs ir 
putrefie and grow black, it cannot be 
perfeRed and compleared , bur returns 
to nonght, * 

I have taken liberty ro ſay thus much, 
that I may teach the younger ſort, how 
the Creator ſhould be acknowledged 
by ſimple Creatures : and becauſe rhe 


| . vulgarity of Men begs this knowledge 


from remoter things z aRing as they 
do, who eek the perfe&ion of Sci- 
ences, from the Scholars of the loweſt 
Form', whereas they ſhould require it 
from the beſt Dire&ors and DoRors; I 
N would 
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would excite them by cheſe natural con- 
eeptions , that they would conyert the 
principal endowments of cheir Souls, 
to.the ſearch of the general principle ; 
and that in more exquiſite things , ſuch 
as impart life and preſeryation to all 
mortal Creatures. 4 
Mortification then , neceſſarily pre- 
cedes all entrance into life ,, and princi- 
pally in this Spitic the firſt-born of Na- 
ere, when ir aſſumed a Body ; for elſe, 
no Man could ſeparate ic from Body, 
which hinders its Regeneration to Life, 
and Pacification of its Eflence : not, 
as though by combuſticn and deſtruQi- 
en it lott irs Body in Death, nor yer by 
PutrefaRtion ; bur ſo, thar.in Germina+ 
tion, the Purrefation of Seeds anni» 
hilaces nor that which is. corporified 
in, them : for which cauſe, in the Ex- 
altion of CMercyry, or the Univerſal 
Spirit , afcer the fix degree, which is 
made by;Separation, all chat*s corporeal 
and ſpiritual becomes volatile, becauſe 
the. ſublimatory: vertue therein ,. over- 
comes the fixing faculty ;. but the fixed 
parc afterwards retains the volatile with 
jt, being helped by the aGton of hear ; 
bl which 
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which augmenting the power of the two 
nobler Elements , deſtroyes the power 
of the two weaker ; which Hermes 
hints at in acercain Treatiſe , by a.pln- 
mons Bird detained with a Bird with- 
out Feathers: And N;cholans Flumellis, 
by rwo Dragons, one with and another 
without Wings, SY | 
Bur that I may. not longer fold my 
ſelf in theſe Dzdalean Labyrinchs , ſee 
we not all Veverables encreaſe ,. and 
elevate themſeles upwards by vertue of 
this volatile Spirit ? which, as Lſaid be- 
fore , would carry.rhem higher rowards 
the place whence ic came , wherero Ir 
hath an apperire, bur thac iris deraibed 
by its proper Earth and corporal Maſs, 
wherein ſome fixed mater refides;/ 
Bur left ſome, nor ſafficiencly ac- 
cuſtomed to Philoſophical terms, ſhould 
chink we comradi&. our ſelves, I will 
here explicare my ſelf : 1 ſay the, 
That 1 mean nor by.this volatile Spirit, 
thar which I before. called volatile and 
ſeparable - Sulphur: , for that is rather 
the Author of Corruption then Growth 2 
bur thar moſt ſimple part of the primzve 
vapour , which neyer loſes irs ſubtily, 
N 2 whoſe 
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whoſe Nature is ro be elevated , and 
rend to perfeRion ; for to ſublimare, 
is properly and Philoſophically, no 
more then to perfe@ and exalt matters 
from imperfeQion to perfetion. As 
. therefore this Mercury hath an eleva- 

blez ſo hath it a ſtable ſubſ(tance : the 
firſt is nacurally innate in it ; the ſecond 
is in its centre or power, yet It cannor 
compaſs irs effe& withour the help. of 
Art. And that I may ſhew more plain- 
ly, in what ways Natnre proceeds in her 
operations, I think it.convenient to add 
alittle about the cauſes and manner of 
Fixayion. S 

Repeating therefore that indubirable 
Axiome I alledged in the beginning of 
this Book, as perpecually obſeryed-in 
the Worlds Conliicution, to Wit , That 
all chat hath life, hath alſo ſcme durati- 
on; and that nothing is produced under 
the cope of Heaven, which. hath nor 
ſome kinde of life in it : T ſay, that thi; 
Duration muſt be wrought by Conſer- 


vation to Perpetuiry : for Perpetnation 


is rhe ſcope of Nature; ſeeing ic is the 
'endeavour of every good Opificer , to 


preſerve the work of his hands , _ It 
| c 


v'S C4 


" TH "_w—_ 


ev) © ud LE 06 WW WG _ 7 39 mu 


| 


181 
be corrupted by the injury of time, or 
the light of its life extinguiſhed by rhe 
cold aſhes of death, to whoſe feer all 
things neceſſarily proſtrate chemſelves , 
by this inevitable law, That whatſoever 
harh beginning, muſt alſo have an end. 
For if all things ſhould remain in their 
firſt extream, that. 1s, in their begin 
ving, Without" progrels to their ſecond 
extream, thar is, their death, all rhings 
had yer been lefr in their Chaos; or 
rather, nothing would have confiſted in 
irs being ; and the principles of all ſnb- 
jets were uſeleſs , and defiruQive to 
themlelves, 

'/ Nature therefore, to eſchew theſe in- 
conveniences, obſerves the ſaid order 
and progreſs of rhings , exiſting in con- 
rinnal ation and motion, that is, cons 
ſervation, and perperuation. 

And now, that which extends life, 
or conſerves it, cannot ſubliſt againſt rhe 
force of deftruQion, without ſomefixa- 
tion and conſtancy ; and this conſerva- 
tive eſſence, is in ſome more fixed then 
in others; whence they are alſo of a 
longer and more durable life , and more 
difficultly deſtroyed and mortified z as 2 

N 3 Hart 
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Harc and Crow, amongſt animals; an 
Oak, amongſt Plants ; and Gold,amongſt 
Minerals : and this happens by rhe more 
equal and digefted cemmixtion of Ele- 
ments :{o thar death, whoſe property ir 
is to divide and disjoyn, cannot ſo eaſily 
enter theſe compounds , as being firmly 
nniced and well digeſted ; and by how 
much Bodies are more firm chus, by ſo 
much they are leſs ſnbje& ro the acci- 
dents of mortal corruption. 

Burt Nature being nor able cf her ſelf 
ro'artain rhis perfe&tion of union and 
dipeftion, cannot cotallyand finally ſave 
and preſerve Bodies from deſtruction 
bur the induſtry of Art (thongh Art of 
it ſelf be noching withour Nature) imita- 


ting her in thele rhings , exceeds her in 


rhe proper coutle of her own ways: for 
obſerving that conſervation and prolon- 
gation of life, 15 attainable by ſome- 
thing rending to fixation., which muſt 
be effeRed by union and digetiion {fog 
nothing can be fixed bur whar is Ho- 
mogeneous , and of one Nature?) rhe 
Artiſt labonrs,/thzr he may find out rhe 
thing rhar is fixabje , and deduce it ro 
perfeR fixation ;* which he doth by the 


ſame 
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ſame Ways, order and operation that _ 
Naenre uſes, to wit, by ſeparating ex- 
traneons', and uniting Homogeneons 
parts , which he ablolves bylong and 
ingemons digeftion of rhe rhings nnj- 
red. | | 
Bur becauſe it 15 impoſſible for him 
co ſeparate or extra&t this from mdivi- 
dual and fpecifical Bodies, becanſe of 
their firmer -mion and more compat 
digeſtion , he ts glad ro ſeek it in the 
bowels of the Earch, whence all cings 
proceed for to exrradt ic entire and ab= 
ſolutely 'vertnous from another place, 
were a work of no profit , and impoſſi- 
ble; and to thivk how it may be mate 
perfe& , is a labour borh long and du- 
bions : whence the Poer faid well, © 


Hic five mull; illud ef quod Querimus. 
: Here or nowhere is that we ſeek, 


And they are doubtleſly deceived , 
who following crooked and by-paths, 
Rick in cthe-common fignificarion and 
rind of Philoſophical words , and findy 
not to find out the lively marrow of 

N 4 cheir 
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their intentions ; They ſhould there- 

fore ſacrifice firſt tothe infernal Queen; 
for there is the Fountain and Spring of 
all chings. ' 

Wiſe men begin their works from the 
root, and nor from the branches ; chu- 
ſing, as DoRor Bacos (aith ,-to copgeal 
the thing that Nature begun her firſt 
operations about, by a proportionate 
mixtion, and-union of pure living Mey- 
#%r7., with a like quantity of Sulphur, 
into one Maſs: On holy,words!where» 
in this good Anglian, or rather Angel; 
clearly. depinged rhar one. and true 
maccer, whereof all Pailoſophers have 


writ Volumes under divers, figures and. 


Enigmarical Fables ; nor. becauſe they 


would malitiouſly hide ir ,- but keep. 
the priviledge of this knowledge for: 


learned and. pious. Men , who. by cons 
rinual findy. and laborious experience 
finde and adorn ic., . :, 

Bur leſt I ſhould moye ſome maſters 
to ſaſpe& that 1. alledge this place ig- 
- norantly, and underſtand itiumproper- 
ly z 1 would haye chem know, that by 
chat matter which Bacon ſo ingeniouſly: 
repreſents, I meah the yniverſal Spiric 

| Y where- 


[1 85] s 
whereof I treat, and likewiſe,thar I pic 
a diftzrence berween the Father and the 
Son ; or the Genitor,and him that's Ge- 
erated ; or the Producer, and him 
that is Produced: neither need I bluſh 
to ſay, that I knowthe one as well as 
the other : For-the Philoſopher here 
would have ſuch enquire afrer the con- 
fetion of the Philoſophers Stone,' ro 
ſeek the principle of Minerals ; and he 
paints our rhe firſt matter of Merals,pre- 
pared , compounded, and ſpecified by 
Nature, | 

Bur 1trearof firſt matter nor yer (pe- 
cified , which may be properly. called * 
the firft matter of- this firft 'matter of 
Metals, or: the moſt general Genns, fo 
much celebrated by Raymwndus Lulliue ; 
bur I uſed thts ſentence for example and 
auchorities ſake, yer ſo as no abſurdity 
larks cherein :- for the univerſal Spirit 
is che common Parent of Mercury and 
Sulphur , contained and proportionated 
by Nature , in this one Philoſophical 
ſ\ubjeR. : | 

Bue I would have rhe curtous Armft 
conſider two things : firſt, that by ſub-' 
tile imagination he chuſe an. enlivening 

Nature 


F 
} 
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Nature, apt for the conſervation of all 
Bodies ; the other, rhat he chule a thing 
which of ic ſelf can enliven, and rege- 


nerates. Yer I would not have himto 


two different & (eparared Matters, chnſe 


rhe one Agent, andthe other Patienr ; 
but onely one, that may at once be of 
vercue to enliven, and to be enlivened, 
As to ative Vivlfication, I have faid 
enough ; bur as to the Pafhive, I fay, 
Thar every Principle hath its Orizina] 
from it ſelf : For if nr ſhould have ir elſe- 
where, it were no Principle ; and while 
Ic gives being to others, it mult neceſ- 


| farily, whilſt it generates them , draw 


from i ſelf reftanration', and perpern- 
al plenitnde : wherefore it 1s 1n conti- 
nual ation and motion- towards vivi- 
fication, whereby its deſtruRion 15 hin- 
dred; for tt will never forſake it ſelf: and 
it hath motion in and from it (elf; which 
Macrobins alfo difpmed in his Comment 
apon Scipie*s dream, diſcourſing on rhe 
ſoul of many chough I rhink his diſcourſe 
may be better apred to the Soul or Spi- 

ric ofthe world, which is my ſubjeR, 
I will therefore borrow this from his 
Arguments: Whatlover is moved - - 

c 
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ſelf,is the beginningof motion, and lives 
continually ; and thar rhar lives conci- 
nually cannot be enlivened bur 'from ic 
ſelf - it ts therefore viviticable : but the 


| Spirirof che world is fuch , becauſe ic 


harh its ſeat in che Earch, co- convert ic 
ſelf into Earth,wherein,as Hermes right- 
ly;all ir vertnes,aRtions and qualities re- 
main entire -- it followes alſo, ſeeing ir 
is vital, chat it reaſſumes life, reftoring 
it ſelf by its own proper power : we find 
the ſame alfo in this univerſal Mercury, 
which is always nouriſhed , and reſto- 


| redin its Myne ; fo that if by any means 
| itbe extracted, italways grows to the 
| ſame form whereof it was before; and 
| whereſoever iris caft;there will be plen- 
| tyof1r —_ afrer. 


Not as if ic were generated of the 
Earth, bue in the Earth ,. through whole 
parts It .creeps, extending tt felf con- 
tinually by mnliciplication and vegerati- 
on, which the Ancients denote by the 
Serpent, which Moſes ſays creeps on the 
Earch,% feeds it ſelf on the duſt thereof ; 
and this cauſed the {abaiiſ?s ro call him 
the prince of Sepulchres, becanſc he de- 
vours and conſumes the Bodies there 

| INtcre 
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- interred ; not thar dead Bodies, or the 
earch;arehis aliments,buc only che ſeats 
where he is fed and nouriſhed. This 
is the place where he is moved, turn- 
ed, and twines wichon: cealing , where- 
of CMedea admoniſhes Jaſon , where 
ſhe ſays (in Epiſt Heroid. Ovidij) 


Pervigal ecce draco ſquamy crepitantibus borrew, 
Sibilat & torto peffore veriit kumum. 


Lo here the Dragon with his horrid Scales, 
Doth watch , and hiſs , and plow the very 
| dales. 
Which Rythmes a Freach Author thus 
expreſſes. 


Voy le dragon veillant de furcur ſorcene 
ui d*eſcaile crugaten ale'torps entourne, 
_ - Dontle goſier ſifflant fumee & feu deſerre 
Et qui par rep!is lors wa baliant laterre 
De ſa large poilrine en la poudie imprimant 
" Les ſineux ſrallons qufil trace meeſſament. 


Behold the ſcaly ſwelling Dragon lurking, 


Who always liſtens with a watchful ear(bere 


- Wie knits bs brows, and never ſhuts hu eyes 
But him that ſees his coſt tonanes , teeth 4 

| Y frights 
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With horror ; whoſe wide throat emits ſuch 


(flames, 


As do infett the Air with blackeſt fumes: 


Behold his many twinings, which ke dee 


Impreſſes inthe earth, whilſt he doth creep, 
And plough the ground with hu broad breſt, 
(whilſt he 


Returns in the (ame tral continually, 


I adduce theſe two Conſiderations, 
not onely to ſhew how Mercury muſt 
be ſonghr , but alſo ro confirme, thar 
that which is fixablen it, 1s nothing elſe 
but the enlivening eflence , which 
fixed in due manner , perperuates- and 
keeps life in all chings it encers:; by its 
puriry expelling Excrements, and by irs 
perfe&ion , perfeRing imperteR things, 
The end of Fixation, both natnral and 
artificial, is Perpetuation and Conferva- 


,tion, which are'«ffeQed by the Media- 


tion of thar Tin&ure which Mercury 
acquires by this Fixation : for chart Tin- 
ure is Life, and Life is nothingelſe bur 


| that which opens and colours the Body 


with ſuch/a TinQure;,; as ſhews icito be 

vital, and periſhes wittr ics death, 
Nature therefore colours Blood , 

 where= 


-  . | 
wherein life confiſts , with a red Tin- 
Rure : and when the Blood 1s clearer, 


and mote lively ted,,- the Body is more. 


ſound, fair and vigorous : as On the 
contrary , when che Blood 1s denſe, 
black, aduſt wich-chojter, or changed 
into a falſe colour , rhe Body 1s pained 
and fick within, and by diſcoloration 
elves Teſtimony thereof withour, + 
We may obſerve the ſame in Vege» 
tables, whoſe lively vigour confilts in 
greenneſs/; which being changed , we 
ſay 1t 1s torning or” declining rowards 
death, . The perfe&ion alſo , or: im- 
perfe&tion of Mecals, is diſcernable by 
their colours, © Gold is indued with 
a magnetica] vertue; which by the ſplen- 
dent fulgor of its einRuure, draws man's 
earth-after ic 2 in which Nature ſpends 


-all her forces, bur leaves rhe victory ro. 
Arcs induſtry , "which by graduacion ro. 


the haighr, which it adds co irs nacural 
ſplendor, makes ir far more fulgent; 


inſomuch char it's called the Terreſtrial 


SUN. 

An Artiſt then-may exalr the golden 
colour cothe height/of obſcure redneſs; 
by - which augmentation , x 

12 4 ctals 


| 


| 
| ay', Thar ics hear as much ohibons 


' common fires,as commonfires do'mnare” 
| hear in Animats; 
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Metals ina certaun degree, may, by 
projection of this arctficial TinRure, be 
brought ro the height of perfeQion 


{| ſo that we ſee this ooIden colour .in- 


rroduced by Nature into this: Me- 
cal, is onely the way to that redneſs, 
wherein the completion of perfe& 
Vertue lies : for which cauſe, this Me- 
tal, rhongh far excelling others, can 
communicate no- perfection. nor con- 
ſervation ro. humane Bodies, as 2 thon» 
and Jugglers and Sluggards in Phy- 
icks, promiſe by their Sophiſtical Fu- 
fons, and Phantaftical Conte&ions, 
Bur if more curious Artis work 
;pon chis ſubject,.. rhey may make jr. 
xcquire ſuch. a. degree of inſeparable 
redneſs, thar by che excels of 'its hear,. 
ſhall: work miracles, andyer ir ſhall 
conſume nothing bur ſuperfluiries, and 


ſhall conſerve, and mulciply: vhe: 
tance of Bodies ;\. though Bailo 


Paracelſms in his: Treatiſe of Tin- 
ures , exrols that highly which is 
exraſted our of Gold by Spiric of 
Wane, 


| (x92) 
Wine ; and attributes many {ingular 
Vergues to it, as alſo to that that's made 


; of Ancimony and Coral ; before which, 


he yer ſeems to, prefer the Tincure of 
Mercury, which he ſays may, by per. 
feQ Fixation, - be brought wholly to a 
TinQure, {o that ir will penetrate Bo. 
_ dies, becauſe of its molt ſubtile purity 8 
where 1 think , he means not that yy] 
oar, but Philoſophical CMercery, where- 
in Arr, perfe&ing Nature, hath wrought 
theſe rwo cffe&s, to wit, perfea Tin- 
Qure, and compleat Fixatioy, | 

TinQure then in proper locuticn, is 
the pure ſubſtance of things; and Body 


is nothing bur an Excrement : which: 


is alſo. manifeſt, in thar Bodies, after 
the Separanion of. their TinQture, are 
vſeleſs, without vertue, and corrvpti- 
ble 3 no otherwiſe then & carcaſe with- 
outgy, colgnr or motion, 80Þ + 
waure may then be called the 
icope of Fixation , it attaining by. its 
permanency. in fire, a conſervative fa- 
cu]ty in thoſe Bodies to which it 1s ap- 
plied. Bur the manner of attaining 


this degree of Fixation , in which the * 


"Completion of the whole work con- 
fiſts 


| with ſomerhing. of a convenient Ne- 


[is 
its, is no other, chen that fugitive and 
light chings be prudently kepr in the 
Fire, thar they may be bronght into 
afluefaRion with ic, that they may 
endure moſt yfolent heart. And for 
this canſe, good Amhors commend 
Patlence'to their Diſciples, as proceed- 
ing from God ; bur Precipicancy,as from 
the Devil. ICY 
>. Take this for an infallible Rule, That 
upleſs Calcination go before , norhins 


| can be fixed ;, and rhar chis ſhonkd'be 


done, by cotijoyning the fixable'Spirit 


ture, that. may retain it in the Fire of 


| Calcination, chat by this means ic ma 
 accuſtome/ it ro ſuſtain hear by lircle, ci 


it can endnce the ulctimare augmentation 


| of Fire,which infers Fixation, And the 


Reaſon why we muſt proceed with ſnch 


diſcrecion, is, becanſe, if we ſhonid*roo 


readily precipirare this operation, rhe 
ſpecial Spiricualiryy which is the Mothe? 
of this TinAure, would flie away , and 
kave the Body without any imprefſion 
of rhe tingent Vertne ; ſo that a new 


| Spirir mult of neceſſity be given co 


this dead Head , before the deſired co- 
O lour 


I 
Jour can be introduced, which is one 
of the Secrets of this Chymical Art : for 


It is the Spiric, and no other thing, char 


colours by mediation of Fire ; and this 
TinAure compleated and exalred in 
;onr Hercwary, ſhould be elevaredro the 
height of perteRion ; that, as Hermes 
ſpeaks, it may aſcend into Heayen ; and 
when it hath ſuſtained all morcal cor- 
ments, recelye a new life ; that is, after 
it-'hach paſſed che darkſome firairs of 
ParrefaRtion., ir may be elevated to a 
Reſurretion, by the Ablation of all 
moreiferous and corruprive Accidents. 
And thus. it will attain the height of 
perfeRion, which is effeKed by Separa- 
tion of Earth from Fire,the ſubtle from 
che ſpiſs ; and by Fixation of ics purged 
part by gradual hear, 

Bae char 1 may ſpeak wichour am- 
bages and doubts, This aſcent into Heas 
ven (which is the Sublimation and Ex 
alcarion of irs parts ro perfeRion) can» 
bot.be effeKed., unleſs Separation and 
Parification go before, and give place to 
Fixation, as to the ſcope andultimate 
endof Arr, | 

And here note, That this is done for 
T4831 - wo 
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ewo ends : one is, Thatthe TinAure 
may be perpernared , the other, Thar 
the volacile and combuſiile Sulphur of 
the Mercury, may be ſeparated and 
extrated; which cannor be effe&ed;bue 
by the long and continual aRion of 
Fire : andthis Fire muſt be regular, left 
violent precipitation in the beginning, 
make the pure Spirit of £Mercury ,. not 
yer fixedgto aſcend : which Comes Trevi-' 
ſam hints ar,ſaying, That Writers differ 
abont the ſtruRure of che Fire, though 
they all aim ar one and the ſame ſcope, 
to wit, That it ſhould be ſo made, that 
the fugitive Spiric ſhould flie away , 
before the perſequent ſuffered any __ 
from the Fire; that is, that the ſpiricna 

| parc ſhould not leaye the corporal , 
through the ardour of the Fire, which 
ſhould fix ic by the ation of common 
[ Fire, diſcreetly applied in irs ſeveral 


A” 


| degrees; wherein che whole of this Arc 
| conſiſts, | 
| Bur ſome may ſay, If Fixation in.che 
| Fire communicate Permanency to this 
| penetrating ſubrilry , how ſhall ic after- 
| wards be ſublimared ? | 

Let ſuch take waxen Wings , and they 
| Works OS -. [* = 
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ſhall ſee, that they will havea minde 
toflic from this Priſon, rhe Earth : Bur 
they moſt minde, left aſcending ro 
high , the Sun melr their Wings , and 


buracheir Feathers, and ſo'ptecipitate 


them into the Sea, Bur let them imicace 
wiſe Dedal , who held the mean be- 
twixt two extreams , becaule, if he bad 
flown t00 low, ' the Water would have 
loadenhis Wines ; if roo high, che Snn 
would bave melred bis Wax. Ir was 
che impatience and blinde defire Icarus 
had of overcoming Dedalnthat wrought 
his raine, | 

And whence came Phazton's perni- 
cious ruine, when he wonld governthe 
San, bur chat hethoughc himſelf more 
apr 'for this work, then his Father ? 
who admoniſhed him thus : 


Rac ſit iter manefefta vote veſtigia cernes 
ig, ferant eques, & Celum & Terra calgres © 
Nec preme , nec ſummum molire per thera cute 
Altins egreſſus (elebia fiena cremabis, (rum 
” Inferins Terras, medio tutzſſimms ibis, 
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Ran where thou ſceſt the marks that I have 
' (made 


with theſe ſame wheels; and thas thaw maiſt 
(evade 

The danger of burning Heaven , Sea , 'or 
| | (Earth , 
Flie not too high , nor yet ftoope dows be- 


neath 

Thy tralt , for if too high you ſoar, youll 
| ( fire 

The Heavens ; if too low, the Earth yow'll 
* (movewithire ; 


Keep then the meanyas ſafeſt, in your gyre. 


| But the recitation of theſe Ovidian 
Verſes, are not enough, though they 
be moſt crue, according to the Opinion 
of the Ancients; I will rather explicate 
their intention folded up in the Coarof 
their Fables, ſeeing thoſe omely ſerve to 
the expert in this Art, 

Ler the curious then know , That 
when Hermes ſays this ching muſt aſcend 
into Heaven, and again deſcend ro.the 
Earth, and acquire the verrne of both; 
he means nor that the matcer ſhould 


be ſublimared to the top of the Veſſel, 
Q 3 bur 


& od Ry 
bue onely that ic is neceſſary , that af- 
rer perfe& fixation, fome ſpiritual por- 
' tion be applied to it, whereby-ic may 
be diſſolved,and become altogether ſpi- 
tinal; leaving irs Terreftrial conſiſtence, 
and afſuming an acry Nature , which is 
the Philoſophers Heaven ;. and when ir 
hath reached: this ſimplicity, be again 
coagulated and reduced to Earth , by a 
new coaion' effe&ed by the ſame de- 
oree of hear, till the Body ſo imbrace the 


Spirit , that chey become one incorpo» - 


rated, and by this'means acquire a Ce- 
leſtial ſubtilty , and a Terreſtrial fixa- 
tion, | 
And that we may always note Natures 
ways ; if this [car#s cannot totally ele- 
vare himſelf, he mult refartiate his 
wings, by putring to new wax, new fea- 
chers ; that is,by reicerared difſolutions, 
which the Maſters of this Art ſo oft re- 
peat, that they ſeem importunate to all 
ſuch as underſtand not the conſequence 
of this repecition , which yet is onely, 
that chings might be better uni« 
red , being mixed by their leaſt parti- 
cles; which none can effe& wirhour the 
; purificacion both of rhe Body and Spirit, 
keep= 
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keeping the Spuric yolatile from all Ter- 
reſtria] impurities, and the Body from 
all incernal Dregs, ducing this fixation: 
Theſe things then aſcend inco heaven by 
Difſolutions, and deſcend to the Earth 
by congelations. 

This Body then glorified, will af- 
cend into Heaven \upon the wings of 
its Spirit , and in the ſame perfeAion 
again deſcend ro the Earth , to ſeparate 
good fromeyil, and preſerve the one 
bur deſtroy the other: that is, what Bo- 
dies ſoeyer it enters, it ejeAs their im- 
puricies, and conſeryes their purer ſub- 
ſtance; for reicerared ſolntions and fix- 
ations, gave it power to enter Bodies, 
This Hermaphroditical youg man, and bis 
delicate Salmacis , muſt be waſhed in a 
Fonntain, that they may embrace each 
other ; and Sal/macis burning in lovegſay, 
When ſhall the time come, that this fair 
Yong man ſball never be ſeparated 
from me , nor T from him , and that our 
mutnal loves may perpernare their con- 


| jun&ion in felicity , rhat ſo theſe rwo 


Bodies may have one heart and one face? 
and thenwe:muſt take care, that the 


| Iſland Deles remain immoveable , and 


O4 chat 
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that Apollo and Diaxa » whom Latong 
there brought forth, may be both Rayed 
in that place. This fable denotes no- 
thing, bur that the diflolved matcer, 
wherein the Philoſophers ſun and moon 
1s contained, ſhould aoun be congealed 
and fixed. 

I would not have my Reader imagine, 
thar he ſhall in this Book finde the rich 
Mines of Pers, to fatiate his avarice,and 
make him rich wichal 5 thongh I have 
ſufficiemly demonſtrated in ſeveral pla- 
ces, to men that have their eyes in their 
heads , that the way to theſe riches 
is not uoknown to me, Yer I will nor 
eaſily be perſwaded to undertake 1o 
lopg a journey , for certain reaſons, not 
| unlike choſe that held Treviſeaxuw two 
years from this encerpriſe, after he had 
gor the perfe&t knowledge of this Ma- 
giſtery, Onely I have in my minde de- 
termined co ratifie. rhat moſt precious 
confeRtion , orrather indjimnable tren- 
ſure, which benign Nature gives for the 
inſtentacion and prolongation of mans 
life, who frem God received privi- 
ledee- to be mars ProteRor; which I 
nadertake, our of an hononra _ 

; enae 
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chat T may by my induſtry advance the 
publike good , when che favorable Star 
of experience hath led meto my ſecure 
Port,which I would willingly impart to 
curions Men : For I have ſo ſucceſsfally 
elaborated this Univerſal Spiric , that 
with a ſmall quantity , I have rettored 
above a hundred men, conſumed with 
different Dileaſes, to ſanity: and doubt- 
leſs many excellent wits would have 
penetrated deeper inco this obſcure 
and devious Wood , but that ſeeing ir 
filled with horrid Monſters, rhey have 
been ſo confonnded, as to leave this pe- 


| rillous Path, and forſake their encer- 


priſe. 

As Fl. yon hach by a moſt ingeni- 
ons pencil expreſſed ; whoſe generous 
and undaunced courage, fleighting thoſe 
common terrors, hath effe&ed ſo mnch, 
that both the fides of this black, dark 
Word, lay open to light , and by 
whoſe manaduion you may, norwith- 


| Randing all obſtacles, arrive ſafe and 


and ſound at the delicious and grateful 
habication of Lady Polia, ſhut ap in the 
rich Temple of Veſta. 

This I can affert for indabicable, _ 
rhe 
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the way he held is open to all ; but all 
have not that Ariadye*s Clew that he had, 
ro extricate himſelf our of this laby- 
rinth ; neicher is every one a Theſe, 
that he can overcome the Minotaure, 

It is certain that Nature , like a lo- 
ving Mother, propoſes and offers this 
precious Treaſure of life ro all ; and that 
God onr Univerſal Father, keeps open 
the Gate of this farall Cavern, for the 
commodity of all men: for the deſcent 
co Hell is cafie g but then again, to aſ- 
cend to Heaven , hic labor, hoc opws eff - 
Stay coach-man, here's a ſtraw, 

' Firſt then, that ſplendent Branch, De- 
dicated to the infernal J#»o , muſt be 
found ont,of which YV;rgil writes, 


Attipe que peragenda prins, latet arbore opate 
Aurens & foliis & lento vim ine ramits 
Funoni inferne difiys ſacer, hunc tegit omnis 
Lacus, & ob/curis claudunt convallibus umbre, 
Sed non ante datur tellures operta [ubire, 
Auricomgs quam quis decerpſerit arbore fetws. 
Hoc fibi pulchra ſwum ferri Proſer pina munus 
. Inſtituit, primo acculſo non defi cit alter 
Auveics & feomilt frondeſcit virga metalls. 
Ergo alte vefiga oculis, & rite repertum | 
Carpe manu; nam; ille volens faciliſq; ſequerur 
Si te fata vocant, aliter nox viribus wll is 
Vilcere, nec duro poteris convellere ferro. 
Firſt 
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Firſt ſce what you muſt do : the golden tree 

Which to th' infernal Juno we decree, 

Lies hid under 4 prove in a deep vale ; 

And now you may not paſs within the pale 

Of tht Earths deep Cabinet until you have 

Snatch'd from this tree ber off-ſpring which 
to grave 

Proſerpina you muſt preſent : the tree 

That Dn thi Frei wil not long 77" 

2 


| For loe, another golden off-ſpring follows 3 


(then 


Fix jour eyes here, 4nd in your hand retain 


| What. you do finde : if th fates do favour 


( now, 


| Tos vanqniſh ; but if not, no force will do. 


If therefore Nature be ſollicicous in 


| hiding theſe things, left chey ſhould 


be indifferently profirated to all, or 
Hogs get to the honey-pots ; no wonder 


| If Ancient and Modern Philoic - .:$, 


have invented. ſo many znigmarical Fi-. 


| enres, andhidden Fables, to cover and 


| cloaththis Science with z For they know 


| well enough , that ceremonious Na-» 
| ture, would never haye hid her ſelf nn- 


dar 
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der ſo many different Forms and Spe- 
cies, but have' appeared naked, bur 
that her Venerable Secrets would there. 
by incur that contempr , which alway 
accompanies common things, 

For whiich cauſe I alſo in this Trea- 


tile uſe the ſame Solennity and Tacitur. | 


pity, leſt I ſhould undergo the ſame 
peril chat he did, who publiſhed rhe 
Myſteries of the Elyſan Goddeſles, 


which ſhould have been kept Secret and 


Chafte, and not like common Harlots 
expoſed to publike abuſe: And whe- 
ther I have ſpoken conveniently 
to my own purpoſe, or no, ſuch as 
have made progreſs in this ſearch , may 
berter judge : for experience is the bet 
Dame, 

Inthe mean time, T hope none will 
give a hard interpretation , or paſs 2 
bad ſentence on me, becauſe I have 
compared Natural and Chymical ope- 
rarions , with Divine and Chriſtian 
Myſteries, wherewith they have ſome 
conformity: For by this application, I 
have no way profaned them, bur racher 
Celebrared rheir Excellences, and poin- 


our 


ted at that great care and teſtimony of | 


L Om 
p— 
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| the Goſpel foot by foot ; 
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our Creatour, in ratifying the ſafery 
both of Body and Soul rogether, 

Which reaſon moyed one Author, ſ@ 
that he wrote, that the true CO 
which Paracelſmu Calls Spagery , follows 

p "bran by che 
help of this and fire, Nature exerts her 
molt- potent facukies ; which Ancienc 
Philoſophers , as Brachmanntu, Gymne- 


| ſophiters, and all the Egyptians, infinu- 


atein their Theology, 

Forall che Magick of Paganiſm, and 
a]l che fables of Poers, {ienific no more 
chen what this Book Treats of 5 which 


; the moſt Learnedand fubtile Braceſcws 
| diligemtly examimed ; - rhough envious 
| Toladanns writes the contrary, after he 
| was deceived in an experiment in this 


Art, which he chought he had wreſted 
from him by his importunity , believing 
that the ſpume of Iron was the Philo- 
ſophers Mercury , becauſe he afferred 
that it Was extraRed our of a vile Matter, 


| of ſmall price, which was cat imo the 
| firxeets; not obſerving, that (the dif- 
| creet Maſters of this Art, cloath their 


Matter with firange Veſtments , calli 


| them byallthe names of Metals , indiſ- 


cring- 
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criminately, and yer without the leaſt 
fraud: for he that knows this matter, 
knowsalſo, that it contains the ſeyen 
Metals in it. 

AndI would gladly know , whether 
they think Coſmopolita meant of the 
vulgar Steel, when he fayes, Thar 
Neptune ſhewed him nnder one Rock, 
two Mynes, the one of Gold, the other 
of Steel. 

The Man was too plain, to harbour 
ſuch frivolous conceirs : but he named 
his matcer thus , -becanſe of the confor- 
mity with poliſhed Steel, And Braceſ- 
cs had played the part of a Fool,and nor 
2 Philoſopher, if he had tn one moment 
opened the whole myſtery of his Se- 
cret,. in the acquiring whereof he. had 
-—"p__" ſpent two thirds of his 
ife. | 

But rhat 1 may aad ſomething to the 
explication of theſe Mythologies , do 
we not plainly ſee, That that ancient 
Demogorgon, the Parent of all the gods, 
or rather of all the Members of the 
World, which, chey fay, inhabits the 
Centre of the Earth, covered with a 

green and ferryginous Coat , c__ 
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all kindes of Animals, is nothing elſe 
bur the univerſal Spirit, which by God's 
command produced the Heaven our of 
the Chaos, with the Elements and all 
things therein , which ir always hither- 
to ſuſtains and enlivens ? forir truely 
cook up its Habitation in the middle of 
the Earth , as we have. declared in che 
beginnivg of this Book, where it firs 
as it were inics Throne ; and thence, 
as from the Hearr of ſome great Body, 
and Sear of Life univerſal, animates and 
nouriſhes all things : and chat greenand 
ferruginous Coat , is nothing bur the 
ſarface of the Earth, which is of a 
blackiſh and Iron-colour , decked and 
variegared with diyers coloured Herbs 
and Flowers, | 
Virgil, perfeQly skilled in all theſe 
myſtical Secrers,called this Spirit or Soul 
of the World , Jupiter ; whom his Pa- 
ſtorer Dameta invokes , in his third 
Eclogue, beceuſe, as he faith, all things 
are full of him. And Pay, thar.god of 
the Woods, worſhipped by Shepherds, 
is taken for the ſame 2. for befides -thac. 
this word Pax lienifies All , heis alſo 
made the God of the Woods , _ 
F came 
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canſe rhe Greeks, for the Governour 
thereof, worſhipped the Chaos, which 
they otherwiſe call Hy/e, that is, a 
Wood. Orphems beſpeaks Par thus: 


Parle fort le ſubtile, Pentier, Paniverſcl, 

Tout air, tout eau, tout terre, & tou! ſeu immortet, 
Qui feds avec le temps dedans un throne meſme » 
AR regne inferieut, au moyen, an ſupreme. 
Concevant, engendrant, preduiſant, gardant tout, 


Principe en tout, de toxt, qui de text viens 4 bolt, _ 


Germe dn feu, de Pair, de laterre, de F onde, 
Grand efprit avrvant tous les membres du mende, 
Qui vas du tout en tout les na'ures changeant 
Por ame univerſelle en tous corps te logeant 
Anfquels tudonne eftre, & mourirment & vie 
Promunt par mille effefts ta puiſſance infinit. 


Pan firong and ſubtile, great and general, - 


That art both F ies Air, Earth, Water, and 
| | ( alt; 
Tha raigu'ſt alwayes, and over ever y x 
| | ( thing; 
Getting, Conceiving, bearing, and keeping 
What'ere Pegouning had, or have an eud; 
That Art, both Tree and Fruit , both Foe 
WIG. (and Friend ; 
The pirit that doeth binde the worlds parts, 
That penetrates all Natures, and imparts 


Both 


"M-f-; 


with a Sic! le in his Hand ; ; 


| wong he 
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Both L if and mationg power to att and will; 
And that deft with thy wvertue all chings Bt. 


Saturn the $ of Heaven and Yef <& 
which is the Earth , and Husband co 
Ops his Siſter, ( which is char yet Fx 
yang and conſervant power gf all things) 
repreſent Demogorgon; and the Infants 
char he firſt devours, a Ichen vomits: 
a23iv, are they nor Bodies, to whom 
gives being, and ar laſt reduces them 
rm himſelf , whence new ones alwayes 
iſſue , char by his perpgryal vicificade, 
the order eſtabliſhed in .the begipving, 


| Maybe preſerved rothe cen 


He is ſometimes paivted wich grey 
and ſordid Hajr , ny Bed fs 


Symbole , ;hayiog 4-Ser1 * 6 1 
goed J ” d, bending irs T col 4 


May pd {ure-he. is a a 
Beard and dx 


randfacher af- all * Bl 
growing ; whict are the a any 


irs are white, ay 
andill 


Wa Ma permivate.: He jsſard 
| oe d of hunſelf,, hecauſe. of. the 
| Texrliioh impugicy yh War ,< 
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"Its by ceaſon of irs Sulphureous arid 2. 
"duſtive Corrnption: His Head is covered, 
thax is,the princi = of peegtion is cloſ- 
-ed inthe cover of impurity,w! hich makes 


'it knowt) ro few: His Sickle is his Pene. 


-ration&Mordaciry,wherewith he pene. 
\rrares & deyours all things:The Serpents 
biring irs tail, is his regenerating nature, 
'wherby he repairs himſelf;as is ſtoried of 
thePhcornix,by uh name he is alſo ſome. 
rimes called: ſo that he is always conver- 
fantin a circular and indeficient encreaſe, 
* * Bur mechinks I hear ſome ſay, Thar I 
«mils of che intention of Authors in heir 
fabulous deſcription of Saturn ; for 
they tnean by Sarurs,' Lead ; whichis 
of”; Mt Metals rhe Senionr: . which a 
'deyours all others by its crudiry , he- 
caſe ir'is fullof Sale + Y Tor Mordacky a a- 
riſes from Salt., 4s the Refipers of Me- 
Tals finde-id* i heir probations : for ir 
wy yotmits nt the Gad, and Silver, 


We ir de: Slifiared >. buc could 'not | 
Croxia ec, becanſe i in its decotion they* 
lied Fixation, fo as to reſiſt the / 


D ak heat of ics Ventricle, 
x; Ido nor alrogerher rejeR this _ 


Earth , he acquires the vertues both of 
[. vant þ P/2 
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becauſe it is in ſome places conformable 
co the orherzand in char icis inall chings 


' concordant with what I have given ,-I 


hope none will tell me mine is falſe, | 
Maia repreſented the Earth ; ſo cal- 

led, becauſe our of her, as a Mother, the 

nniverſal Spirit, or Adercury, had its ori- 


gine z and from the pure inviſible Seed 


of Jupiter, which is the Air : for it pro- 
ceeds really out of cheſe, as the learn= 
ed+ (o[mopolita Iayes in his precious 
Treariles,  . I | 

eMerenry iscommonly painted with 
Wings , | thar they may ſhew how ſhe 
is of 2 yolatile Nature : his Head is 
covered with a Har, for the ſame Rea- 
ſons that I, before gave: for Saturn's 
Head: He carries a caduceons and fa- 
ral Rod, encircled wich Serpents, both 
ro lignific and. denote his regenerative 
faculty, as thoſe Reaſongalſo I.gave to 
Saturn's Serpent, By this Rod, he 


. opens Heaven and Earth, and gives life 


and death |: and thatRod repreſents 


| powerful Nature :. for by aſcending 


io Heaven , and-.deſcending to the, 
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ſu 
this ſome power , he draws Souls our 
of Hell , makes all Eyes yieldro Sleep, 
'. Virgil wrices of him, 
' He is by ſorhe alſo called , Poyſon 


cording to his'nfe” and d6ſis': "for Life 
Nope I excels, * 
; Many -ozher fach ahaIes re coh- 


'raiped f* this Heatheniſh' Theology , 
which have do" othet- thentheol 


un at all Which ; if TRould' bereex- 

EE bare 
| n 

denn hg 1he: = mi one 


- HOT 


En 
hes 


'F ary Touch Were in 


jour and inferionr-things, By | 


and a Theriadk, 'or Life ad Deach 8G . | 
conlitts in due remperariient and jaſice; 


F 
|. 4 
| 
L 

| 

! 
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Jogonns Poljdorm.' fo which Explica- 
tion I will add , That this Name CHe- 
dea, thac ſignifies Cogitation, Medi + 
tation or Inveſtigation, 1s derived from 


| a word that denotes a Principle , Ori- 


ine, or Reaſon : for all Medication 
hach doubtleſs ſome Principle or Rea» 
{on for irs Foundation, | | 
This Medea taught Jaſon, ( that is 
an Inquirer ) rwo things ,.. wherein al 


\ Philoſophy confilts : firlt » The Acqui- 
/ firion of the Golden, thatis, the Arc ' 


of changing Metals and Minerals, And 
ſecondly, The Reſtauration of Bodies 
wore with Diſeaſes ,. _— and 
perfeAly curing chem, and bringin 

them Gow: old Age ro Youch and Ve | 
gour, by this ſole and unjyerla] Medi- 
cine ; "expelling all corrupr and cor- 
rumpent humours and ſuperfluicies from 


Bodies, which would elſe bring chemro 


cheirend...-... 


.- Fafor endegroured and, perfeftta 


theſe miraculous cffes , by rhe obſet- 
vation of. Medee's counlel., after: long. 
and laborious Navigation , obnoxious 
to mapy- perils , both in ſailing, in kil- 

P.3 ling 
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S the Dragon , and taming the 
—_— 
This Navigation 1s the laborious In- 
quilition ' and "dubious Experience of 
rhings, wherein mapy are exerciſed all 
their life long, and cannor arrive at 
the Port of Nature. | 

The monſtrons Bnlls which be was 
to tame and-ſubjugare, are the Fnrnaces 
wherein the* operations are made, 
which do nort*1\] repreſent a Buls Head; 
and breath our Fire at their Mouth and 
Eyes , as the Fable hath'ic: for rhey 
miſt needs have ſome Tranſpirations, 
elſe rhe Fire would be extinguiſhed, 
and the degree of its heat nor regcu- 
lategl, 3. for unleſs ſome' experienced 
Man, reenlate” che Fire, many chit\ss 
would fallour wrovg iv the op atlas 
and delnde che Operator r5 hope K.. I 
ti ave experienced ; pets eſſe = 
A which I repoſedi in aFurnacs; "to 

e degree of hear, *Heft'e rh 

'one 1 conferyed.;' by BE Drs 7 
_obrained the 4d Experiments 1 in Vue 
Diſeaſes. ,,* ©. 

FR wacchful Dragon, i is that uviver- 


ial 


[21.5] * | 

the ial Mercary which Cadmww had learned 

to\kill, thats, fix the Campus Mortss 

 Tn- wherein the teerh of the Martial Ser- 

* of pent ſhould be ſown, [is norhing but x 

| all veſſel wherein Souldiers, arie "with 
* ar Spears, ate elevated, 

Bur tais Vellelſhoutd not be's Glaſs. 


Nas Alembick , as Polydorm - 'rhinks, bur 
.made, in, form of a Co) erculuni or - 
Covert, narrow below), "and" capach- 
d; | 9s aboyez made of 0d" arth,' wel 
pd 5 ed, and Hor of froh or Glaſs,” 


©y whole hor Mears his Field muft Fa 
Yo eyared ioid' with ta and! Spears, 
W S- : reemive 1g aldiers"* provoked" "xp 


q &F adit waa y dy Tagenious' FiA- 
$ au * oor, to take the thing 


= able” ro) the” walght; 
7 | mn % {8 © plain anidfamiliar tots, 


_ "char EI! URI what ic ts,Tſhoad 
=" ' make my ie fri Jiculos. ©" 

And ot Jaſon had" finiſhed! 3s 
"Wor ae malt needs make rhe witch» 
ing ragon that kepr ' the 'Golden 
*Fieece, ep, thar hetnighrno Tote 
.rucate Fire and Fame; "which he did, 


27g 1% ' by 


- 


_— 
by ſuffeciting him in the Stygian Wa- 


ers, chat is, by difſolvivg and fixing him 


with his Spirit. And hen Jeſes had 
nothing to do forthe poſleſhion of the 
Golden Fleece, and reſtoring his old 
Father e/£ſo» ro Youth again, bur onely 
one buſineſs that Medea ranght him , 


that is, the fermentarion and conjunRi- 


on of ſolar butter , with the' paſte of 
prepared Mercury , Which 1s nor of ir. 
ſr tfor rwo ſuch excellent ations; be- 
ing onely Earth , wherein pure fermenc 


produced by Nature , arid promored to 
7 Fon, heuld be ſown, © 
When he had finiſhed this, laſt work, 
he ſaw himſelf. poſſeſſor of his twofold 


Tealury , which be. glorioully.broughr 


back' ro the place of his Natiyity 3/by-.. 
a whereof , he, became; very. richy-: 
and reduced bis. aged Farhe#x0-ſaniry, 


by removing as lang te Fa 46 
Bur. 1 will.now.lea 


the 


cred, 


ve Jaſon with his 
eden, © the. cyjoymene of cheir ſen. 
Leiry., and onely adde this,: That.by- 
Pragon that . watched .continyally,; 
ard vomired fre,qur of his throat, no- 
thing can be giore conveniently depo: 
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ted, then our Univerſal Spiric or Mer» 
cury , which is the oſt vivacions und 
ivflatmable thing in rhe world; where 
fore ir 1s called burning waterz- or agiv4 
vite, becauſe, as-Braceſens notes ,. it al- 
ways burns before irs coagulation , and 
It is 4qu4 ite, becanſe it vivifies all 
chings: And if one ſhonld' Jook on its 
ſuperficies , who would thivk-it- fixed, 
and inconſumeable} being ſocafily irs 
flathitiable, or yaniſhitz ar © the leaſt 


ouch of fire? or whe would think,: chdt 


thete-were any conſeryative -in 
its Centre ? ſecing it boks as if it were 
fall of mortal poyſon, rather then life ? 

Bur as God ſer  Cherubim , wich a 
flaming Sword, to keep the tree of Life : 
So; Nature ſer ow ys: Dragon, 


inthe door of the' Garden, roktep rhe 
Tree of g5ldenA pplescharis,the knows 


ledge of herhidden Secrets,  which-out 
prudent” Anceftours would for deliver 
i writins, but 6nely by. word of mourhy 
corfiict'as rliey rhoteht worthy of fuch 
knowledge t Andihis'is the cauſe, why 
thoſe - great” and adfnifable Sciences, 
haye in-progfeſsof time vaniſhed, and 


are- 


—_- (an8] 
are accounted as Fables and Tales, 
!. Which thing Efdras conſidered ; for 
forecknowing that the - Iſraelites. ſhould 
fuffer baviſhments, flights and captivi- 
ty. ihe feared leſt the ſecrer Myſteries 
of rhe Scripture ſbould perifh ; becauſe 
without the benefic of, writing , mens 
memory might eaſily fail. . 

He therefore Congregated 2ll.che El- 
ders, in number .L X Xs: wbo with hug 
ſelf wrote -all theſe things 1n,.a5,Many 
Books, -aghiraſclt arcoſts » 1AY}09s ;L bat 
after' forryy days the Lord ſpake 20d 
faid's Publiſh thoſe things. 2vbtch thou Juſt 
wripten [har alt may-read;gbem.;,avd 
keep-rhoſe leter 'LK:K:Bpaks 52 tha 
thou rift deliver::them;!5f,abe Wile 
men of -chy-poople;:+for. herein, Js, the 
rein 'of Underſtanding avd-the,Foun- 


tain of Wiſdom,and ihe Flood ofKnow- - 


ledge:3and whe did.; + won 5s 

: . i Peems Afrrandutans, rhe-Bhenix .of his 
cime for Learning;: 80d: Knowledge» 
ſpeaks of thoſe Books-wiah: greac 12v6" 
rence, intheſcorthe likewords..., : ;-- 

Theſe are LX X Cabalifiical.Books, 
herein Eſdrm (aid plainly'y Thar. the 


Fours 


Sa &©a Ha Kyi wed 


P—_— p— 


rs US $5 mike *S* 


ds 


——@—@—ws 


SF 3 TP JJ Of Foils T0 falls FY = © '©$ 


L [219] 
Fountain of . all Underfianding - and 
Knowledge , was contained, that is , 
the incſtimable TIRE the 
Supream Deity , the Fountain of Wiſ- 
dom , and the entire Metaphylicks 
of intelligences 3 the ſtream of Know- 
ledge, that is, the firmeſt natural Phi- 
loſophy. 

_ When theſe Books had been long 
kept ſecret, they were by rhe command 


of Tyſxs the fourth , turned firlt into. 


Latine, for the benefit of Religion. bur 
this good Work was interrupted by his 
death : Yer they are had in ſuch vene- 
ration amonz{hthe#Jerts bar no-one 
under forty"years of 22s, may: tonch 
them : And this is moſt admirable , thar 
in rhoſe*Cabaliſtical; Dofrines, ſome 
Heads*of Chriftiani{mi:ſhonld be :con- 
rained. Thus Afrandula:': . 
And now having, Thepe, omitred 
nothing','which mighr ſerve-to che+ in- 
rerpretation of ' Hermes his Table, or 
obſcute” Philoſophical © Cabala z I fball 
berake- my felf to:rrhe Porr of: this mn- 
ſearchable Ocean ,. and dry -my wet 
cloathes under® the 'Sun(hine of. your 
_ Favours, 


2:26] 

Favours, wiſhing lion s and upon 

= granhds, judging thar-che Good, 
marr i the 


ers cs Pritſoby.” 


Books worth we in 
the Lamb, at t 
Pauls. 


$ ro be oy at 
e Eaſt-end of 


I Aſcal's Government of Cattel, 

2 Wentworth's Miſcellanii : 
a picce of School-Divinity. 

3 Two Sober Paradoxes: Written by 

Malyez21, 

4 Elementa Optics... : 

5 The Soveratghs Prerogative aiſcul- 
ſed 1n Parliament , inthe third and 
fourth years of King Charls. 

6 The Secretaries S$ tudy : an excellent 
Book of elcgant-Letrers,-...... - 

7 The fourth Book of Cornelius Agrip- 


Y - 
doe <\ 


© " wr... <A 


"I 
8 The compleat Bone-ſ, eter, cranſla- 
ted by R; Turner. 
\ 9 Arts Notoria : or, The Notory 
Art of Solomon, Fc 
There 


There 1 is now in the Preſs, an ex- 
_cellent- Piece , - called The Devi! q 
© Anatomized : being a2 Philoſo- 
hical Diſcourſe touching . the 

- Nature of Spirits, 


